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Bahrain seeks 3 for attack on embassy 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahraini police are seeking two 
gunmen and the driver of a getaway car after the shoot- 
ing of a guard outside the Russian embassy, an official 
said Tuesday. The Bahraini official, asking not to be 
named, told AFP the guard was seriously wounded but 
bis condition has stabilised- He gave no motive for Mon- 
day’s attack, but diplomats said the police guard was the 
target “Two armed men carried out the attack before 
escaping in a car which was waiting for them near the 
Russian embassy," the official said. The authorities were 
bunting for at least three assailants. Security outside the 
embassy was boosted on Tuesday and access cut off to 
the mission in the Zinj district of Manama. Monday’s 
attack was the first on a foreign mission since anti-gov- 
ernment unrest erupted in the emirate in December 
1994, claiming at least 24 lives. 
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Ciller to visit Jordan SepL 3-4 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller 
wifi pay an official visit to Jordan Sept34 for tails on bilat- 
eral relations and regional issues, a spokesman forthe Turk- 
ish embassy said Tuesday. It will be Mis. Ciller’s first visit 
tt> Jordan, which maintains traditionally strong relations 
with Turkey. Talks between Mre. Ciller and Jordanian lead- 
ere are expected to focus on bilateral relations, the Middle 
Hast peace process and rclaied issues such as water and 
other areas of regional cooperation. A visit by the Turkish 
foreign minister to Jordan was scheduled earlier this year 
bm was deferred because of political developments and 
changes of governments in Turkey. Mrs. Gller « leader of a 
semor partner in the Turkish coalition government led by 
Prime Minister Necemettin Erbakan's Welfare Party 2 nd 2 
former prime minister of Turkey. Details or Mrs. Ciller's 
visit here were not immediately available. 
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King: Dialogue should be instrument for progress 

HM visits Aiy town in Karak Governor ate to cheering welcome , pledges to build ‘ state of law’ 


AIY, Karak Goveraorate 
(.Agencies) — His Majesty 
King Hussein called for 
dialogue on Tuesday during 
a visit to this southern town 
as local tribes pledged alle- 
giance to the Hashemite 
Throne. 

In a speech to a cheering 
crowd of some 3,000 peo- 
ple in Aiy town near 
Karak, tire King pledged to 
“build a state of law.” 

It was the King’s first 
visit to Karak Goveraorate 
after a crip he made on Sun- 
day following two days of 
artist there agains an 
increase in the price of 
bread. 

King Hussein, who flew 
in by helicopter accompa- 
nied by senior officials, 
called for “dialogue to 
become an instrument of 
progress in all policy-mak- 
ing and during debate on all 
issues.” 

He received a sword as a 
pledge of allegiance by 
local tribes, during a cere- 
mony of songs and dance at 
which a traditional feast of 
mansaf was served. 

King Hussein told the 
gathering: T pray to God to' 
help me serve you and 
serve the future generations 
in tbe remaining years of 
my life and I hope that dia- 
logue will remain our 
method to attain what is 
best for us and to solve our 
problems,” King Hussein 
said. 

. “Jordanian citizens take 
pride in the achievements 
of their nation and their 
country, the country of the 
martyrs and the land that 
welcomed the armies of 
tbe Islamic conquest, which 
we will always protect with 
our souls as we strive to 
achieve progress and devel- 
opment,” the King said. 

“We should look ahead 
and work together with 
God’s help united in pur- 
pose under all circum- 
stances and protecting the 
country's achievements,” 
he said 

King Hussein reaffirmed 
the need for the Jordanian 
people to maintain and 
strengthen national unity in 
the face of challenges and 
difficulties and making 
Jordan a model for others 
through its steadfastness 
and sacrifice. 

The King was welcomed 
by crowds who lined the 
streets and public squares 
chanting welcoming slo- 
gans and raising posters of 
welcome and the King’s 
portraits. 

Aiy’s Parliament Member 
Ahmad Kasasbeh, a former 
member of Islamic Action 
Front, aod other dignitaries 
from tbe Karak Gover- 
norate delivered speeches 
welcoming the King and 
pledging continued alle- 
giance to the Hashemite 


Throne. 

The speakers emphasised 
their determination to pro- 
tect nation al unity and pre- 
vent hostile elements from 
tampering with the coun- 
try’s security and stability. 

Upon the King’s arrival 
accompanied by Their 
Royal Highnesses Princes 
Abdullah, Prince Faisal and 
Prince Hamzeh, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Tala! Ben Mohammad, 
Director of the National 
Security Council, and 
other officials, the local 
inhabitants slaughtered 
camels before the King as 
a traditional show of wel- 
come. 

King receives cables 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Tuesday received a 
cable from Public Securi- 
ty Department’s (PSD) 
head General Nasouh 
Muhieddin voicing appre- 
ciation for the King’s lead- 
ership and exerted and 
strenuous efforts for Jor- 
dan’s progress and devel- 
opment. 

T have tbe honour. Your 
Majesty, in my name and 
on bebalf of the PSD staff, 
to relay to you our cordial 
and warm feelings. Your 
Majesty, you will remain, 
with your strenuous efforts 
and dear sacrifices, a noble 
example to be followed by 
the future generations 
towards progress and 
development,” the cable 
said. 

“We implore God 
Almighty to protect you 
and we pledge to be your 
soldiers committed to your 
directives and wise leader- 
ship,” said the cable. 

Ihe King also received a 
cable from General Intelli- 
gence Department (GID) 
Director-General Samih 
Batukhi expressing deep 
appreciation to the leader- 
ship of King Hussein who 
has served bis country and 
people for 44 years. 

“We are fully confident, 
Your Majesty, that this 
country, which you protect- 
ed from harm, danger and 
conspiracy, will remain 
strong and you will be the 
symbol of digDity and 
pride for Jordan and the 
Arab World,” tbe cable 
said. 

Tbe King also received a 
cable from Gvil Defence 
Department (CDD) head 
Major-General Deeb 
Maani expressing grati- 
tude to the King for his 
“keenness to protect the 
interest of the country and 
its citizens, and for protect- 
ing them from conspiracies 
and plots contrived against 
them.” 


Egypt and Syria meet on 
unblocking peace process 
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DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad met Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Mussa here Tuesday far 
talks on how to breathe new 
life into the stalled peace 
process with Israel. 

Ml Musa said afterwards 
that Egypt backed Syria’s 
ftand on peace talks, prais- 
ing it as "patriotic” and 
"sound.” 

He also told journalists 
before leaving Damascus 
that be would have many 
questions to ask his Israeli 
counterpart David Levy, 
Who visits Cairo on Sun- 
day. 

There are many ques- 
tions to ask and answers to 


be sought quickly on 
Israel’s position,” be said. 

During his visit be gave 
Mr. Assad a message from 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on efforts to 
resume Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations which have 
been frozen since Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took office in 
June. 

The two men also dis- 
cussed “cooperation 

between their countries to 
implement the resolutions 
of the Arab summit in 
June," which urged Israel 
to resume peace talks on 
tbe basis of land-for-peace 

(Continued on page 7) 
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said. 

In a reply message, Crown Prince Hassan said that he 
was “honoured to have always worked as a soldier in the 
ranks of your brave men, striving to serve Your Majesty. 

“Since 1 was given the honour of presiding over the com- 
mission two years ago, we set out to find the framework, 
means and proposals to help achieve justice for all, pre- 
serve the interest of the nation and the citizens, protect our 
achievements and pave the way for us to deal effectively 
with the continuous changes in our world,” the Crown 
Prince saidL 

Expressing satisfaction with the commission’s achieve- 
ments, the Crown Prince said: ‘It is our conviction that the 
government agencies to which the conclusions of the 
RCMR will be passed will proceed with your Royal direc- 
tives to adopt them and make the necessary resolutions for 
their implementation.” 

“This phase has come to an end with continuous true and 
honest labour and I pray that it will pave the way for the 
future phases that will fulfill Your Majesty's hopes for our 
people and nation as we enter the new millennium," the 
Gown Prince said. 

King Hussein on Aug. 15 chaired a meeting of the RCMR 
to review the commission’s progress as well as its achieve- 
ments 10 develop and modernise the Jordanian public 
administration system. 


Israel approves expansion of settlement, 
bulldozes Palestinian centre in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel, in a 
move that enraged Pales- 
tinians, on Tuesday it had 
approved the building of a 
new neighbourhood at a 
Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank. The occupation 
authorities also bulldozed a 
Palestinian community 
centre in the Arab quarter 
of Jerusalem’s Old City, 
saying the building was 
illegal and built with funds 
from the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

A defence ministry 
spokeswoman announced 
the approval of the expan- 
sion of a Jewish settlement. 

“The neighbourhood in 
question is within Kiryat 
Sefer settlement" said the 
spokeswoman. “Tbe build- 
ing plan was approved in 
the past by theprevious 
government and it was 
frozen and now it has 
beenapproved anew 

according to the govern- 
ment’s decisions ” 

Israel’s Maariv newspa- 
per said the neighbourhood 
comprised 1 .806 housing 


units but only 900 would be 
built in the first stage of the 
plan. The move announced 
on Tuesday was tbe first 
approval of a building plan 
under the new government 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai has the respon- 
sibility of approving any 
building in the occupied 
territories. 

The decision drew an 
immediate protest from tbe 
PNA, which warned it 
would resist the policies of 
the government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu “on 
the ground." 

Saeb Erekat, minister of 
local government in the 
PNA, said:. “We have 
formed popular committees 
to defend our territory and 
we will defend our land by 
both political and diplomat- 
ic means but also on the 
ground," he told AFP on 
Tuesday. 

“This (Israeli) govern- 
ment is not committed to 
peace or to the signed 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel. PNA to seek means 
to address people's plight 


ISRAEL AND the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
agreed Tuesday to step up economic cooperation aimed at 
easing (he plight of the occupied territories in a further bid 
.to accelerate tbe beleaguered peace process. 

Finance Minister Dan Meridor and Palestinian Trade 
and Economy Minister Maher Masri announced after 90 
minutes of talks here that a joint economic committee 
•would be reactivated for the first time since the right- 
wing government of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu came to power in June. 

Mr. Meridor said the first task of the committee would 
be to formulate a joint programme to present to a SepL 
6 international meeting of donor countries trying to help 
the PNA autonomy government. 

“It is our hope that the talks continue and that we teach 
agreement on many issues in order to show the donor 
countries that we are ready for them to do their part,” he 
said. j, 

Mr. Meridor said he was also determined 10 resolve j 
security problems which led Israel to clamp a military : 
closure on tbe Palestinian territories seven months ago. 

The closure prevented tens of thousands of Palestinians 
from reaching day jobs inside Israel while stringent 
^Israeli security checks choked off much of the trade in . 
.and out of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

* The result has been widespread hardships for the Pales- • 
y nman public and a PNA budget deficit of nearly $130 
' million, according to the United Nations. \ 


Kabariti: Jordan will 
remain Iraqis’ lifeline 


His Majesty King Hussein is greeted by local leaders in the southern town of Aiy during a visit he paid 
there on Tuesday (Reuter photo) 

King thanks Crown Prince for his RCMR mission, 
says government will now adopt follow-up action 

Prince Hassan says commission set framework, 
means and proposals to achieve justice for all 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Tues- 
day sent a message to His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Chairman of the Royal Commission for Moderni- 
sation and Refoim (RCMR), expressing appreciation of the 
commission’s efforts in the past two years and said the 
government would now follow up the implementation of 
future steps in the development of the country. 

In his message, the King noted that Jordan required the 
adoption of “an advanced methodology in thought and con- 
structive planning” as a prelude to entering the 21st centu- 
ry. “Thus, as a first step we formed the RCMR, which was 
provided with die facilities to enable it to study the admin- 
istrative apparatus of the state and to draw up the frame- 
work and tbe proposals necessary for its development and 
modernisation,” foe King said. 

"The Royal Commission has submitted its report, ful- 
filled tbe mission for which it was established and has set 
the framework that will shed light on tbe avenues of devel- 
opment and modernisation in tbe government agencies.” 
the King said. “We are thus hopeful that the government 
will utilise the report to enact laws and regulations and 
make the appropriate decisions.” 

“The next phase calls for the government to follow up foe 
implementation of future steps in this process so that tbe 
national economy will achieve the flexibility, dynamism 
and ability to face the many challenges ahead,” the King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Tuesday 
despite strains in relations 
with Iraq, Jordan remained 
committed to supporting 
the Kingdom’s eastern 
neighbour as well as all 
other Arab countries. 

Mr. Kabariti, speaking to 
foe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, after a meeting with 
members of foe Public 
Freedoms Committee of 
tbe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, said Jordan will 
always be a lifeline for foe 
Iraqi people. 

“The unfortunate events 
that happened in several 
areas in foe Kingdom 
recently will not prevent 
Jordan from a strong sup- 
porter of its Arab brethren 
without exception," Petra 
quoted Mr. Kabariti as say- 
ing. 

“Jordan will remain foe 
lungs that permit foe Iraqi 
people to breathe” Mr. 
Kabariti said. “What hap- 
pened will not prevent us 
from offering all what we 
can to support (Iraqi peo- 
ple’s) steadfastness." 

That was a reference to 
charges that “certain offi- 
cial parties in Iraq" were 


behind foe Aug. 16 and 17 
unrest in southern Jordan. 

Jordan has already taken 
diplomatic action against 
Iraq by asking a senior Iraqi 
diplomat, an Iraqi press 
attache and a former 
administrative clerk at foe 
Iraqi embassy here to leave 
foe Kingdom. 

In his comments to Petra 
on Tuesday, Mr. Kabariti 
reiterated the Kingdom's 
commitment to democracy 
and enhancing dialogue 
with personalities firom all 
political shades. 

Petra quoted Islamic 
Action Front Deputy Bas- 
sam Emoush as saying that 
foe premier pledged to 
release all remaining 
detainees who 1 were found 
not to have been involved 
in or participated in the 
riots in foe south. 

Dr. Emoush was quoted 
by Petra as expressing his 
satisfaction with the pre- 
mier’s statements. 

Opposition deputies 
meanwhile issued a state- 
ment condemning tbe gov- 
ernment’s “oppressive 
measures” and called for 
the release of all detainees. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraqi hijackers of 
Sudanese airplane 
surrender at Stansted 


STANSTED. England 
(Agencies) — A marathon 
hijack drama ended peace- 
fully here Tuesday when 
six armed Iraqis seeking 
political asylum surren- 
dered to police after com- 
mandeering a Sudanese air- 
liner to a London regional 
airport- 

The hijack was “success- 
fully concluded,” said 
Essex chief police consta- 
ble John Burrow. 

He said all 186 passen- 
gers and 13 crew bad safely 
left foe Sudan Airways Air- 
bus A-310, nine hours after 
it touched down at Stansted 
airport 45 kilometres 
northeast of London at 4:30 
am. (0330 GMT) Tuesday. 

According to the terms of 
the surrender foe hijackers 
left their weapons aboard 
the aircraft, he said, and 
bomb disposal experts 
were combing foe plane for 
foe guns and grenades with 
which they were said to 
have been armed. 

Police said foe six hijack- 
ers arrested had an unspec- 
ified number of family 
members with them, and 
that additional arrests 
might be made. 

The Iraqis demanded wit- 
nesses from the 
International Committee of 
foe Red Cross and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees, and the presence 
of an Iraqi citizen in Lon- 
don identified as Saddiq 
Sayah. 

A police spokesman said 
those terms had been met. 

“Mr. Sayah was taken to 
the control rower and from 
that point they agreed to 
the surrender to the police," 
said Mr. Burrow. 

Mr. Sayah was said by 
members of foe Iraqi com- 
munity in London to be 
well-known for his work 
helping exiles and refugees. 
A source said foe hijackers 
knew he was in London, 
bad his telephone number 
and knew he would act as 


intermediary. 

Mr. Burrow said the ques- 
tion ■of -foe hijackers' 
request for asylum would 
be refereed to foe Home 
Office. 

Home Secretary Michael 
Howard said in a statement 
“1 am delighted that this 
incident was resolved 
peacefully.” 

Mr. Burrow said foe 
hijackers had chosen 
Britain because “they saw. 
it possibly as a safe haven 
— somewhere they would 
be safe." 

But Conservative parlia- 
mentarian David Howell, 
chairman of foe influential 
House of Commons For- 
eign Affairs Select Com- 
mittee, said the hijackers 
should be sent back to 
where they had come from. 

“Hijacking is a horren- 
dous and sometimes mur- 
derous crime and hijackers 
must be dealt with with the 
utmost severity,” he told 
BBC Radio. “There must 
be no concessions, foe very 
hint of a concession is a 
guarantee that some other 
people down the line ... will 
be murdered." 

Walid Al Tiraimi. a Lon- 
don spokesman for foe 
Iraqi Democratic Party, 
which opposes Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, said: 
“We have had several 
reports of Saddam sending 
military advisers 10 Sudan, 
and it is possible that these 
hijackers may be members 
of the Iraqi militaiy. 

“There are regular purges 
of the military in Iraq 
because Saddam is contin- 
ually searching for hostile 
elements, executing them 
and then looking for foeir 
links” 

The plane was seized late 
Monday on a flight from 
Khartoum to Amman, and 
stopped in Laroaca, 
Cyprus, where authorities 
said the hijackers had 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Arafat popularity rises despite stalled peace process — poll 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Yasser Arafat’s 
popularity among Palestini- 
ans in the occupied territo- 
ries has grown steadily over 
the past four months despite 
the. lack of progress in the 
peace process, according to 
a poll published Tuesday. 

At die same time, howev- 
er, the survey by the 
Jerusalem Media Commu- 
nications Centre (JMCC), a . 
Palestinian, media organisa- 
tion, showed that less than 
IQ per cent of residents in 
Arab East Jerusalem 
stroDgly supported efforts 
by Mr. Arafat’s Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to gain control over their 


city. 

In the Aug. 19-20 survey 
of 1,178 adults from across 
the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and East Jerusalem, 
the JMCC found the num- 
ber of Palestinians express- 
ing strong satisfaction with 
Mr. Arafat’s actions as bead 
of the PNA had risen to 
56.5 per cent, from 44.8 per 
cent in a similar survey 
conducted in April 

A further 30 per cent said 
Mr. Arafat’s running of the 
autonomous territories was 
average and nine per cent 
said it was poor. 

Satisfaction with the vet- 
eran Palestinian leader was 
notably weaker in the West 


Bank than the Gaza Strip, 
where Mr. Arafat has lus 


headquarters. 

In the Gaza Strip, 72.3 per 
cent of persons queried 
were happy with Mr 
Arafat’s performance, 
while only 47.1 per cent of 
West Bank respondents 
expressed satisfaction. 

The survey showed a 
slight gain of four percent 
in the number of Palestini- 
ans saying they were pes- 
simistic about the future of 
the territories since the 
election in . May of right- 
wing nationalist Benyamin 
Netanyahu as Israel’s new 
prime minister. 

But overall 79.6 per cent 


of Gazans and 6S.7 per cent 
of West Bank residents 
remained somewhat opti- 
mistic or optimistic about 
their future. 

The Palestinian pollsters 
found much less enthusi- 
asm for the PNA in the two 
main population centres 
still under Israeli occupa- 
tion, East Jerusalem and the 
southern West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

Only 9.6 per cent of 
Jerusalem Palestinians 
questioned said they strong- 
ly supported having the 
PNA gain control over the 
area, while another 45.8 per 
cent said they “somewhat 
supported” the idea and 


15.7 per cent said there 
were “absolutely opposed.” 

In Hebron, a third of 
respondents said they 
strongly supported autono- ■ 
my under Mr. Arafat’s self- 
rule government, 24.6 per 
cent somewhat supported it 
and a quarter were strongly 
opposed. 

The PNA wants to make 
East Jerusalem, with an 
Arab population of 160,000 
and which Israel “annexed” 
following the 1967 Mideast 
war, the capital of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. 

Israel insists the “united 
city" will remain its “eter- 
nal capital” 

The PNA was to have 


gained control of most of 
Hebron in March but Israel 
has repeatedly postponed 
its withdrawal from the city, 
known as a stronghold of 
' the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), the 
main opposition to Mr. 
Arafat. 

Finally the poll found lit- 
tle change in public support 
for the various Palestinian 
political factions, with Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh movement 
backed by 34 per cent 
ahead of 6.5 per cent for 
Hamas. 

But a significant 29.4 per 
cent said they trusted no 
political group. 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — For- sides of the border. ., L - L 

raer U.S. Secretary of State Mr- Baker, who reputed 
James Baker did not seek the results m a 
President BUI Clinton's President Chnton aferfc, 
approval when he travelled return, found the keyissue 
to Syria and Israel for to be security but befeved 


Rights group demands release of Israel-held activist 


WASHINGTON (Speial) — 
H ainan Rights Watch's consultant 
Bashar Tarabieh, after spending one 
week under interrogation by Israeli 
security services, was transferred 
Monday from prison to a hotel in 
Akko (‘Akka), following a deten- 
tion hearing in Akko court 

In a highly unusual move, the 
judge ordered that Mr. Tarabieh 
spend the next 48 hours at the Palm 
Beach hotel, where he may not 
leave his room or have contact with 
anyone except his lawyers. He is to 
re main at the disposal of the Gener- 
al Security Service (GSS), Israel’s 
internal security police agency, 
which can return him to Kishon 
(Jalameh) prison for further interro- 
gation during this time. 

Mr. Tarabieh, a U.S. resident, was 
detained on Aug. 19, while on holi- 
day in his native Golan Heights. 
Until Monday morning’s bearing, 
all court sessions on his case bad 
been closed to the press and the 


public. In addition, a court order 
barred lawyers from discussing the 
case and bailed the news media 
from reporting on it. The news 
blackout in Israel ended on Aug. 
25, when foe daily Ha’aretz pub- 
lished an article based on foreign 
press reports about foe case. The 
court then agreed to lift the publica- 
tion ban, and Sunday bearing was 
open. 

Mr. Tarabieh was subjected to 
degrading and inhumane treatment 
while in Kishon prisOD, which is 
located near Haifa in northern 
Israel, Human Rights Watch said. 
“He was hooded, tied to a chair 
with his hands and feet also tied, 
and forced to sit in a contorted posi- 
tion for hours. When not being 
questioned, he was kept handcuffed 
in a tiny cell. He was denied regular 
meals, and appeared disoriented 
and confused. During foe first five 
days of his detention, be had been 
denied a shower and change of 


clothes. On Aug. 25. Mr. Tarabieh 
was interrogated again for ten to 
twelve hours, but there were no fur- 
ther reports of ill-treatment,” it said. 

“While a hotel room is clearly 
preferable to a jail cell, Mr. Tara- 
bieb is still in de facto custody and 
at the disposal of GSS agents” 
Human Rights Watch Executive 
Director Kennfa Roth said. “They 
have held Bashar for a week now 
without charging him. We want him 
released unconditionally” 

Noting that interrogators report- 
edly threatened to confiscate Mr. 
Tarabieh’ s Israeli-issued travel doc- 
uments. Human Rights Watch also 
urges Israeli authorities to ensure 
that he is free to depart Israel so he 
can return to the United States, 
where be plans to resume bis stud- 
ies in September. 

Me Tarabieh ’s principal work for 
Human Rights Watch was on Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein’s “geno- 
cidal campaign during the late 


19S0s against Iraqi Kurds,” the 
group said. Mr. Tarabieh has served 
more recently as a pan-time trans- 
lator aod interpreter for the group 
while working towards a degree at 
Temple University. He worked as 
an interpreter for a Human Rights 
Watch mission to foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in July 1996. 

Mr. Tarabieh has never been 
arrested before. He is married to a 
U.S- citizen and lives in the 
Philadelphia area. 

Human Rights Watch is a non- 
governmental organisation estab- 
lished in 1978 to monitor and pro- 
mote foe observance of internation- 
ally recognised human rights in 
Africa, the Americas, Asia, the 
Middle East and among the signa- 
tories of foe Helsinki accords. It is 
supported by contributions from 
private individuals and foundations 
worldwide. 


Jibril to stay in 
Syria - Sharaa 


Farrakhan seeks government 
approval for $lb Libyan gift 


Israel’s religious press 
wages war on top judge 


WASHINGTON (AP) - A 
black Muslim leader is seek- 
ing the U.S. government's per- . 
‘mission SI billion , . 

tom Libya Js-Muammar Qad- 
.bafi, a gift the. says would be. 
used to mobilise American 
black voters and bolster their 
economic strength. 

Louis Farrakhan, who heads 
the Chicago-based Nation of 
Islam, formally applied last 
week to the Treasury Depart- 
ment, asking for permission to 
accept foe pledged money as a 
humanitarian gesture, said a 
federal official who spoke 
only on condition of anonymi- 
ty- 

The donation was pledged 
during a visit to Libya as pan 
of Mr. Farrakhan’s foreign 
tour last January, which also 
included stops in Iran. Nigeria 
and Sudan. 

In addition, Mr. Farrakhan 
needs separate approval for an 
upcoming trip to Libya 'to 
receive a S250.000 humanitar- 
ian award Colonel Qadhafi 
donates each year. 

Telephone colls to the 
Nation of Islam’s headquarters 
were not immediately 
returned. Mr. Farrakhan has 
said he would use foe money 


to promote economic opportu- 
nity for blacks by building 
schools for. 

.J charitable, purpose^,,,,^.-. , 

During his meeting with 
Col. Qadhafi. foe two men also • 
discussed how to increase foe 
influence of US. minorities in 
this election year and agreed to 
mobilise “oppressed minori- 
ties to play a signi Scant role in 
American political life,” 
Libya’s official news agency 
reported. 

Mr. Farrakhan drew wide- 
spread criticism for foe trip, 
which included meetings with 
Col. Qadhafi, Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein and Nigerian 
ruler General Sani Abacha. 

CoL Qadhafi, a pariah 
among world leaders, has been 
labouring for years to rehabili- 
tate his standing through back- 
channel contacts with the 
United States. 

After be returned to the 
United States last winter, the 
Justice Department warned 
Mr. Farrakhan foal he would 
have to register as a foreign, 
agent if be was carrying our 
directions from Libya or any 
other foreign government. Mr. 
Farrakhan denied in a letter 
that he was doing so. 


Because of its links to terror- 
ism, Libya for years has been 
Sanctions, that bar 

: -■ Jjmj tjjrav^f between j the- jtwfo , 
counmesL 

Mr.irarrakhan's request, first 
reported Monday by foe Wall 
Street Journal, poses an elec- 
lion-season dilemma for the 
Clinton administration. The 
president is under pressure to 
demonstrate resolve against 
terrorism, and could rekindle 
controversy by appearing to 
help Mr. Farrakhan, a divisive 
figure who has been criticised 
in foe past for racist remarks. 

Mr. Farrakhan s message to 
America’s black community 
has been one of self-reliance, 
discipline, and spirituality. But 
he also has said that whites 
and blacks should live sepa- 
rately, that Jews are “blood- 
suckers"' who have a “gutter 
religion.’' and drat whites are 
“subhuman.” 

U.S. regulations against 
doing business, with Libya are 
aimed at preventing economic 
benefits from flowing to an 
outlaw state, and it may be 
politically difficult for Mr. 
Clinton to deny a gift to help 
American minorities. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Lawmak- 
ersare calling for an investiga- 
tion of ultra-orthodox newspa- 


pers foaf called Israeli supreme 
; d£JQ6rtf ; Chief tfuSride ' Abaron 


i-Aarak Vjimgpfaa^j andi an 
“enemy of Judaism” 

The campaign against Mr 
Barak rased the specter of the 
hateful accusations that preced- 
ed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination 10 
months ago. Some of foe papers 
are affiliated wifo religious par- 
ties in Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's coali- 
tion government.. 

‘They called Rabin a traitor 
and he was murdered." said 
Yossi Sand, a former minister 
in die Rabin government. “If it 
could happen once, it could 
happen again." 

Me Rabin was assassinated at 
a Nov. 4 peace rally by an 
orthodox Jew who claimed a 
religious ruling called for Me 
R abin's death to protect those 
hurt by the government’s con- 
ciliatory policies towards the 
Palestinians. 

Israel's Channel 2 television 
said the Shin Bet internal secu- 
rity agency was gathering infor- 
mation on foe threats and had 
increased security around the 
judge. 


“We will not allow a strike at 
this important and central insti- 
tution,” Me Netanyahu said 
...Tuesday. “We have 'all foe 
L, [iapgrgtiajipn .far Judge-Baiak." 
.^- ..Tjhq, . Hashayua-, .newspaper 
headlined -io- -editorial ; in this 
week’s paper. "The target: 
Barak.” “Barak is the driving 
force behind a sophisticated 
campaign against Jewish life in 
Israel.” the editorial said. 

“We must not waste our 
shells. The battle must be 
focused on this man. who is 
very dangerous to democracy 
and liberties.” 

Rabbi Asher Zuckerman. edi- 
tor of the newspaper, defended 
the editorial and said it reflected 
an “ideological struggle" in 
Israel between secular and reli- 
gious Jews. 

There is a feeling that 
Aharon Barak manages the 
state according to his outlook." 
he said. 

Ultra-orthodox Jews were 
outraged by a supreme court 
decision two weeks ago to 
allow traffic on a Jerusalem 
thoroughfare on the Jewish 
Sabbath. In response, religious 
lawmakers called for supreme 
court judges to be elected by 
parliament rather than appoint- 
ed. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa on 
Ttiesday denied an Israeli 
newspaper report that Damas- 
cus wanted a radical Palestin- 
ian guerrilla leader to leave 
Syria. 

Israel's English-language 
newspaper Jerusalem Post 
reported on Monday that Syri- 
an President Hafez AI Assad 
bad asked Ahmed Jibril of foe 
Popular Front for The Libera- 
tion of Palestine General-Com- 
mand (PtLP-GO to leave 
Syria and go to Iran. 

"These are baseless and 
unrealistic reports. No Pales- 
tinian could be expelled from 
Syria. The presence of foe 
Palestinians here in Syria 
among their brothers is caused 
by their expulsion from their 
main ho meland in Palestine,” 
Mr. Sharaa said. 

“The Palestinians in Syria 
leave only by their own well 
and to their homeland,” Me 
S haraa said. 

“If those Palestinians are 
expelled from Syria and Arab 
stales where should they go?” 
asked Mr. Sharaa. 

.Syria hosts over 500,000 
Palestinian refugees, including 
leadersofal O-member radical 
'gafefcr&ip % jljabcc wipCh; 
oppose pegce wifo lsrael and 
calls for military struggle 
against the Jewish state. 

Syria had rejected demands 
by Israel and the United States 
to expel foe Mestinian leaders 
whose groups claimed several 
attacks in which socres of 
Israelis were killed. 

The United States keeps 
Syria on a list of countries | 
which allegedly sponsor 
international terrorism. 

Mr. Sharaa said foe presence 
of Syria’s name on the list was 
political and because of the 
Israeli pressure cm Washing- 
ton. 

“We challenged foe United 
States to give us a single proof 
of any Syrian involvement in 
international terrorism and 
there was nothing. The only 
reason for the existence of 
Syria’s name there is because 
we host foe ftdestinians,” Mr. 
Sharaa said. 

Mr. Sharaa also rejected 
Israeli displeasure over repents 
that Syria possessed long- 
range missiles capable of 
bombing Israeli targets. 


secret talks on restarting 
negotiations last year, a 
source close to Mr. Baker 
said Monday. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
reported last week that Mr. 
Baker conducted a shuttle 
mission between Syria and 
Israel at the request of the 
Syrians and with the 
approval of Mr. Clinton. 
The newspaper quoted out- 
going Israeli Ambassador 
Itamar Rabinovich as say- 
ing the trip did not yield 
results. The source who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity said Mr. Baker, 
who served in the Republi- 
can administration of Presi- 
dent George Bush, did not 
advise Mr. Clinton or U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher about the trip 
in advance and made the 
visit on his own initiative. 
The source said Mr. Baker 
had standing invitations 
from both governments. 

Mr. Baker met for more 
than seven hours with Syri- 
an President Hafez Al 
Assad in Damascus and 
later in Israel with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
The talks with Mr. Assad 
focused on Syrian concerns 
about equal and balanced 
security measures on both 


differences between Israel 
and Syria could be bribed 
with “creativity and igfi. 
gence," said the source, 
who was with Mr. Baker oq 
the Mideast tour. V. 

The shuttle, which was 
kept secret until the Hsaeft 

interview, helped paw.flg'4 
way for a resumption oj^ 
Israeli-Syrian military talks 
in May, said the source. 
Ultimately, however, nrifi. 
tary negotiations broke 
down over Israeli proposals 
for manned monitoring sta- i 
tions in the Golan Heights. I 

Edward Djerejian, former 
ambassador to Syria and 
Israel, confirmed tire secret 
visit to the two countries 
took place in mid-March of 
1995. 

Mr. Djerejian, director of 
die Baker Institute for Pub- 
lic Policy at Rice Universi- 
ty, accompanied Baker on 
the Mideast trip. 

Gadi Baltiansky, 

spokesman for the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington, 
told the Associated Press, 
last week that the Syrians 
approached Mr. Baker in an 
effort to spur negotiaticmsA 
He said Mr. Baker wear - 
both to Syria and Israel but 
“nothing came of it” 


Death-row woman pardoned 
as executioner cleans sword 


DUBAI (AP) — A Saadi 
account of the near-beheading 
of a condemned woman has 
given a rare glimpse into crime 
and punishment under Saudi 
Arabia’s verson of Islamic law. 

The derailed account from a 
public square in die Holy Gty 
of Mecca appeared Monday in 
- foe Al;Igi£^d3ah pewspaper. 
told of a woman pardoned by . 
her victim’s father only' 
moments before her scheduled 
deafo. 

Saudi executions are usually 
conducted in public, although 
few foreigners have witnessed 
one. Usually they are reported 
briefly in newspapers. Mon- 
day’s account, unusual in its 
detail described not wily the 
process of execution, but the 
power a victim’s family can 
have over the fare of a criminal 
The newspaper gave this 
account 

Najah Al Kariss was locked 
in a police truck Sunday when 
die heard the roar of the crowd. 
She knew that meant the first 
execution of the day — of a 
Pakistani man convicted of 
armed robbery — had been car- 
ried OUL 

Hers would be next She 
would be led out of the truck in 
foe head-to-roe veQ that all 
women in Saudi Arabia wear in 
public, and beheaded with a 
sword for killing a man who had 
tried to “harm” hen The news- 
paper did not say how. 


As foe executioner wiped th e 
crescent-shaped blade of his 
sword, Kariss asked to see 
Dakbeel Al Luhaybl the father 
of the man she killed. 

A guard opened foe trade 
door, and Kariss stepped into 
foe 43-degree Celcins sun. In a 
tearful 3 ^^ c teged 
a Luhaybi ro spue hen. Under 
Saudi law. criminals can be par- 
doned only by the families of 
their victims. 

Luhaybl 66. had already 
heard appeals from the woman's 
friends and family, and had even 
been offered SI million to grant 
the pardon, he said. 

His wife and children, howev - ■. 
er. were opposed to it, and ter 
had resolved to watch Kariss 
die. 

But after hearing foe woman’s 
pleas — and after foe interces- 
sion of poljce olgcere and others 
in foe crowd — he consulted 
family members again and 
derided to forgive Kariss in 
order to “gain God’s blessings.” 

Kariss wept wifo gratitude, 
and as word circulated through 
the square, the crowd began 
chanting “Allahu Akbar.” Some 
spectators cheered and ululated, 
while others fought bade ears, 
the report said. It said Kariss 
would be freed as soon as the 
family signs papers adcnowF 
edging foe pardon. It did not 
indicate whether Luhaybi would 
take the SI million. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 77311 1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 .Captain Planet 

15:30 Hot Shoes (Sports) 

16:00 Bob Morrison Show 

16:30 .Comedy — ALF 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 .Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Devant Moi 

17:30 Game Show — 

Pyraraide 

1&0Q \hrieties — Les Trans- 
musicales de Rennes 

19. *00 — Le Journal 

19:15 . — Magazine — Ushuaia 

1930 News Headlines 

19:33 Blossom 

20:00—. -Documentary — Man 
Alive 

20:30 Encounter 

21:10 — Star Trek - The Next 
Generation 

22.-00 ... News in English 

22:20 Mission Impossible 

23:10 Sisters 
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PRAYER TIMES 

(4:13. Fajr 

05:42 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:42 -Dhuhr 

16£3 ‘Asr 

19:42 ..Maghreb 

21:1 L *Isha 

^ CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
I Sweffieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel 624590 


Church of the Annunciation 
TfeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel 
661757. 

Tferra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TfeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

TfeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

In Amman TeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Farid) TeL 

614190. 


will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 


Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

CSvfl Defence Emergency -199 


Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khatfafi Maternity 64428 1/6 

Akileli Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Mattias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmefeani ...607071 
Shmeisairi Hospital ..... 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Mamie, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi, AbdaU 664164/6 

Itafian, AtMuhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir ..775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery —.865199 
ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al HDana Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

'IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek CathoEc Hospital 

-..(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
; — (02)247100 


Amman 

—18/29 

Rescue Police 192. 

621111, 

Deserts 

—17/34 


,—617101 


9W; 

Rlnmt Rank 

77S171 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Highway Fofice 

...843402 

Amman 30. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 46 per cent. 

iransc ro&ce twwsu 

Public Security Department 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
mem of Meteorology. 

Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with temper- 
atures dighdy below average 
arid winds northwesterly moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, winds 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

DtWisain Hzayyio 748563 

DcMukUesMazahrah 820425 
Dr. Abdul Had! Tayytm 6201 15 
Dc MuudberAl Qrami 779959 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy -..637055 

AlSaiam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisfiiri pharmacy -637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy —623672 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc Mazin Aba Baldr ..276852 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim .992991 

Khatifeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ,-637111 
Civil Defence Dept 661111 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — .-623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .7731 J 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

8J5615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen AHa lntl Airport 08- 
53200 


AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:15 Abu Dhabi Al 'Ain (RJ) 

Mk20 .Beirut (RJ) 

1(135 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

I0--50 .Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

14:05. New York (RJ) 

17:20 .Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1&25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
19:45 Toronto. Montreal Ams- 
terdam (add) (RJ) 

0230 Madrid (RJ) 

20:00 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 
(add) (RJ) 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 


Other Flights 

05:40 London (BA) 

09:15 .Cairo (MS) 

13:40 — — Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:00 .Riyadh (SV) 

145)0 Munich (YP) 

16:00 Rome (AZ) 

16 JO .Dubai (EK) 

1935 Amsterdam (KL) 

20-20 London (BA) 

2020 -Aden (IY) 

21:10 ..Beirut (ME) 

22:00 *TelAviv(LY) 

00:55 ... Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

19*5 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0635 Beirut (RJ) 

09ti5O Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 -Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:00 -—Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

13:10 Pairs (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 .London (RJ) 

14:55 Madrid (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 -Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

22-JO —Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 
2230 Kuala Lumpur; Singapore (RJ) 
Other Flights 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:15 London (BA) 

10:15 Cairo (MS) 

14130 „Abu Dhabi Al ‘Ain. 
Muscat (GF) 

15:30 Riyadh (SV) 

15:45 — .Munich (YP) 

17:00 Rome (AZ) 

17:30 Dubai (EK) 

20*15 Kuwait (KL) 

21:20 Aden (IY) 

23:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:55 — .. Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RYV) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marica Airport 
(RW) 

2(fc30 Aqaba (Marita Airport 
proceeding to QAIA) (RW) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 aan. eray 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5ri)0 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep, Damascus 7 JO run. I 
every Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 njn. every 
Sunday Jti, 

a ntm. V! 


• UpperAower price in fils per kg. 

Apple .700/500 

Banana. 600600 

Banana (mukhammar) 52 0/ 5 20 

Banana (imported) £30*600 

Carrot 180/100 

Cauliflower -520/350 

Cucumber (large) ~„„J40/140 
Cucumber (small) _ ^240/150 
Eggplant _ .220/150 

Rg 330/250 

Garlic „65W00 

Grapes 380/250 

Lemon JMO/350 

Marrow (large) 250/150 

Marrow (small) .-.—^.460/300 
Mulukhiah ' imuN) 


Onion (dry) 

Okta .......... 

Pea.. 

Peach 


100*0 

160/90 

—.900/600 
-..630/450 
— 800/500 


Pepper (hot) 360^20 

Pepper (sweet) — — _ 55 Q /350 

Pomegranate 350/250 

Potato — 250/150 

String Bean 900/600 

Sweet melon _400/280 

160/100 

Watermelon — .-200/140 
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Home News 

Air industry officials to 
meet in Damascus, Beirut 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will partici- 
pate in a two-day meeting hosted by the 
Arab Air Carriers OrganisationtAACO), 
which coordinates and promotes cooper- 
ation between various Arab airline com- 
panies, and the Arab Civil Aviation 
Or§anisation{ACAO) which deals with 
civil- aviation matters from within the 
Arab World. 

Director- General of the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) Captain Jasser Zayad 
will lead the Jordanian team to the Au®. 
31 meeting in Beirut. c 

CapL Zayad said the meeting would 
focus on future cooperation between the 
two oiganisations in matters connected 
with air navigation, automated reserva- 
tions for air passengers, flight scheduling 


in Europe, and matters dealing with die 
protection of the environment from air- 
craft noise and exhaust gases. 

The Jordanian team also includes Bas- 
sam Salaita and Yousef Zoubi from the 
CAA and the Ministry of Transport, 
respectively, who have now led their del- 
egation to Damascus to attend a three- 
day meeting with the ACAO executive 
council before heading to Beirut. 

According to Capt. Zayad, Jordan will 
submit a report at the Damascus meeting 
dealing with Arab policies on air trans- 
port, the effects of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), civil 
aviation safety and competition in the air 
transport industry. 


-row woman pardon 
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HRH Prince All Bin A1 Hussein donates blood to a programme he helped sponsor 
entitled ‘'A drop of blood means life’ under the auspices of the Amman Rotary 
Club, tbe National Blood Bank and the Forte Grand Hotel (Petra photo) 

Wheat shipment likely to be 

cleared by Mirefty dOiMbi 
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By a Jordan Times 
■_ Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
y'.‘" of Supply will go ahead 
with the clearance from 
7 . port of about 2 1 ,000 tonnes 

■ of Indian wheat after it is 

'■’* _J satisfied that the quality of 
the wheat is up to requisite 
standards and the seller has 
fulfilled all regulations, 
official sources said Tues- 
day. 

- ■?- The affirmation came 

v-- - amid reports in the local 

: *- press that the wheat was 

•’ ; ■: contaminated and the ship- 

• ^ r :• meot was rejected by two 
. other countries. 

. 7 -,. But official sources 

. rejected the reports and said 

^ . the shipment, ordered by 

' 7'v the Ministry of Supply, had 

come directly froth an Indi- 
' 7 an port 

CHher sources said the 
'- x ' shipmeut should have been 

disinfected for 48 to 72 
hours as humidity at the 
high sea bad led to some 
— contamination. 

" p “But such contamination 
1 regularly occurs with most 

W* wheat shipments and the 




usual practice is to disinfect 
the wheat either aboard the 
ship or in silos,” said one 
source. 

“As far as the Ministry of 
Supply is concerned, the 
shipmeut is in order, and 
there is no impediment in 
clearing it from Aqaba,” 
said the source. 

The ship carrying the 
wheat docked at Aqaba last 
week. 

According to another 
source, the wheat was 
loaded aboard the ship at 
the western Indian port of 
Kandla late last month and 
■*ii is virtually impossible 
for rhe ship to have pro- 
ceeded to any other port as 
suggested in the reports,” 
which claimed that Yemen 
and Mozambique had 
turned down the shipment 

The source said the 
France-based international 
inspection firm Bureau Ver- 
itas had inspected the qual- 
ity and quantity of the ship- 
ment prior to the ship's 
departure from Kandla in 
line with a requirement laid 
down by the Ministry of 
Supply. 


“Bureau Veritas has certi- 
fied that the quality and 
quantity of the shipment are 
as required by tbe Ministry 
of Supply,” said the source. 

The shipment of wheat, 
bought at the price of 
$191.50 per tonne, is the 
second shipment of Indian 
wheat to Jordan since 1992. 

In 1991, Jordan bought 
more than 300,000 tonnes 
of Indian wheal. 

Meanwhile, the sources 
said Minister of Supply 
Munir Sobar is planning to 
visit India in late October 
leading a delegation for 
talks with Indian govern- 
ment officials and business- 
men on possible Indian 
supply of goods imported 
by the ministry. 

According to the sources, 
the specifications of Indian 
wheat are very much in line 
with the requirements laid 
down by the Ministry of 
Supply and Jordan would 
like to explore the possibil- 
ity of setting up long-term 
arrangements for imports of 
Indian wheat. 
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* “Cry Freedom” at the- British Gouncil 
at 7,H)0 jfun.. 

: - ALAZRAQ FESTIVAL 

* Poetry redial by Jiryes Sanaawi and 
Habib Zayudi at 7:30 pja. 

*. G0Bcert by Fu'ad Hijazil Nahawand, 
and Dii^ham Boshaq at 8:30 pjm. 

*' Book, handicraft, and plastic art exhi- 

CONCERT;.-; ' 

* Cphcfflt by Chico and the Gypsys and 
the Fiesta Mora at Pbiiaddphia Hotel 
iwfth gala dinner) at 9^30 p.m. . 


auvsi >-i- 
lA*i» *•' 


: ; THEATRICAL 
>; PERFORMANCE 

* Byzantine church' — readings by 
Hayat Attieh accompanied by music 
Played by Monnir Bashir and dance by 
Attieh and; Natasha Ataflab at 
HwM A1 Fiumm, Jabal Wdbdehat 8:00 
pan, . 


ZJkSL Stafe * 

FOLKLORE DANCES 

* F^Bdore dances by the Cireassiaii 
FolkJoric Troupe at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 pan- 

SCIENCE-WEEK 

' * Foarth annual science week at the Jor- 
dan University of Science and Technolo- 
gy in Jtrbid at 9d)0 amu Transportation 
available at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:15, 8:30 ama- . 

EXHIBITIONS 

*Works by artist AbeerAbo Joodih at Alia 
' Art Gafiery. Jabal Amman, trntfl Sept 5. 
♦Abstract (plastic), art by Lina Hlari enti- 
tled Relationship Between. Man and 
Nature” at tihe Housing Bank; complex 

• gallery, until Aug. 31. . ' 

♦‘S nrnnmr exhibition at Darat Ai 
Funum, Jabal Weibdeh? until Oct. 8. ; 

♦ Abstract (plastic) art by Jordanian artist 

Khalil Ai Kofahi eptitied ‘Trom Jordan— 
Man mid Charming Nature 77 at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Aug. 29. ; •. . 

♦Abstract (plastic) art by fiussein Da'seh 
aid Nader Samarah on Jerusal«n at the 

7 Orfafi Art Galkry, Umm U tbeina (Trf- 
826932), until Ang- 31; , , . 
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HRH addre sses opening session of science confe.re.nrp 

Crown Prince Hassan urges combination of 
national resources with modern technology 


RAMTHA (Petra)— HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Tues- 
day urged the Jordanian 
scientific community to 
enter into the global econo- 
my of the 21st century by 
pushing for scientific 
progress as well as prepar- 
ing the ground for coopera- 
tion with other countries 
highly advanced in these 
areas. 

“The coming century will 
witness strong economic 
competition between the 
Far East, Europe and the 
United States; and for its 
part Jordan, through its 
centra] location and contin- 
ual contacts with these 
three blocs, should exert 
serious efforts to ensure 
progress," said the Crown 
Prince. 

Addressing the opening 
session of the fourth annua! 
Jordanian Science Week at 
Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology 


(JUST), Prince Hassan 
said that scientists ought to 
embark ou a serious study 
of the elements which have 
helped advance other 
nations to achieve success 
and to ponder strategies to 
gain increased levels of sci- 
entific progress. 

“Scientists ought to seri- 
ously examine the current 
situation and any impedi- 
ments to development and 
they should strive to under- 
stand future requirements 
in the light of current 
international, political, 
social and economic devel- 
opments,” he urged. 

"These steps are a neces- 
sary prelude to directing 
national efforts towards 
sound planing and achiev- 
ing a qualitative status in 
the 21st century,” added the 
prince who described the 
week-long scientific activi- 
ties as enhancements to the 
national scientific network 




“so that it will become a 
strong fabric able to inter- 
act with the coming chal- 
lenges.” 

“The week’s events have 
been designed in a manner 
to help impart momentum 
to the country’s develop- 
ment which revolves 
around two factors: the land 
and man, with a view to 
combining maximum utili- 


sation of natural resources 
with reason aided by mod- 
em technology,*’ he said, 

“We need to be fully 
informed of our human 
resources and development 
and training thereof and we 
should give due attention to 
vocational and technical 
training to ensure qualified 
cadres who will be the 
country’s real force,” added 
the prince. 

Prince Hassan named 
four basic elements as 
essential to production: nat- 
ural resources, capital, 
advanced technology and 
management. 

But he noted that the 
coining century demands 
further motivations includ- 
ing exemplary education, 
sound utilisation of tech- 
nology and advanced scien- 
tific research. 

He warned that “unless 
steps are taken to address 
the present exigencies fac- 


ing ihc country we are 
bound to face complicated, 
unsurmouniabic issues 
accumulated in the future." 

He urged decision-mak- 
ers to first recognise prob- 
lems facing the Kingdom 
that they may be prepared 
to discover appropriate 
solutions and further urged 
the scientific community to 
play an active research role 
in achieving such a goal. 

Organised by the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology in cooperation 
with JUST and rhe Jordan- 
ian Armed Forces, the 
week-long event called 
“Man and the Earth” will 
focus on applications of 
global resource research 
projects tor the next four 
years in light of their poten- 
tial economic implications 
and human resource 
req> nents. 


Azraq festivities highlight Damage to school facilities 
traditional culture and textbooks remedied 


AZRAQ (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Culture Ahmad 
Qudah Monday night 
opened the fourth Azraq 
Festival for Culture and 
Arts, organised by AI 
Azraq Cultural Forum in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Culture and AI 
Azraq Folkore Troupe. 

The minister also 
opened a book and photo 
exhibition depicting the 
local environment and the 
Hashemite family as well ' 
as-% j 9dharity 'bazdaS idis- 1 - 
• playing ‘a 1 r&ngd of ftandi- 1 “* 
ci’&ffcT; crimed ‘ local 
women . 

Festival director Shakib 
Sbumari said the event 
aims at orienting the pub- 
lic with traditions, cus- 
toms and the archaeologi- 
cal and tourist attractions 
in the Azraq region. 

The Azraq region, which 
boasts tourist and historic 


importance, served as a 
base for the Great Arab 
Revolt and its leader the 
late Sharif Hussein. 

The region contains the 
Azraq Wetland Reserve, 
12 square kilometres in 
size, and the Shumari 
Wildlife Reserve which 
comprises 22-square-kilo- 
metres, both of which are 
run by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of 
.Nature •whicjh„is engage^ : 
in*- endangered ispecies 
protection.- 1 -* 11 - • " 

The festival included 
poetry recitals by tbe local 
folklore troupe who per- 
formed dabkeh dancing 
and singing while the 
armed forces brass bands 
performed. 

The festivities will be 
extended over four days. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
damage from recent rioting 
in southern Jordan resulted 
in losses to school facilities 
and textbooks estimated at 
JD 150,000. 

The ministry is undertak- 
ing measures to ensure that 
the damage ’Mil not stand in 
the way of the opening of the 
1996 school year. Minister of 
Education Munther Masri 
announced Tuesday. 

“At least 10 schools and 
several warehouses storing 
textbooks in the south sus- 
tained damageres olting' from 
' ’thfe'viblence btif local inhabi- ’ 
rants and the Ml^Siry of 
Education have joined forces 
to repair the injury and 
ensure the punctual opening 
of the 1996-97 school year on 
Saturday August 31,” he said 

Added to the damage 
inflicted upon school build- 
ings, the rioters were report- 
ed to have harmed maternal 


and child care centres, the 
Civil Service Consumer Cor- 
poration markets, private 
cars and other assorted prop- 
erties during their protests in 
Karak, Maan, Tafileh and 
neighbouring areas. 

The minister stated that 
nearly 1.4 million male and 
female students in public and 
private schools, including 
120,000 who will join their 
first primary class, are going 
back to school on Saturday . 

A total of 4,224 schools 
were scheduled to open last 
Saturday - but the minister 
'delayed : the ' reopening of 
schools for an additional 
week to allow for necessary 
repairs and the distribution 
of textbooks to the schools. 

Dr. Masri said that the total 
number of teachers in the 
entire school system is esti- 
mated at 48,500 and that they 
are all prepared to commence 
the school year from the first 
day of students attendance. 


The ministry, in coopera- 
tion with the Civil Service 
Commission i CSC l. has 
filled vacant (caching posts 
in various schools following 
the secondment of 2,500 
teachers to Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf countries, he said. 

He maintained that the 
ministry is taking measures 
to deal with shortages in the 
number of teachers and that 
other teachers will be 
required to work overtime 
until substitutes can be hired. 

The shortages; are als# to 
be mitigated:, ./by subool 
supervisors, in certain cases, 
who will temporarily instruct 
students in fields in which 
they are equipped to do so, 
the minister said.. 

He added that the teachers 
have been at the schools 
since the mid-August and 
have received the required 
textbooks to distribute to 
their students . 


Princess Rahmeh 
confers with 
youth club 

MADABA (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highnesss Princess 
Rahmeh Bint AI Hassan 
visited participants at the 
1996 Sabilat AI Hassan 
Programme. She was 
briefed on the programme 
and associated voluntary 
services which include 
building water reservoirs 
as well as visiting various 
areas of the Kingdom to 
assess its rich cultural and 
historical inheritance. 
Princess Rahmeh demon- 
strated her appreciation 
for the participants' efforts 
and relayed His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan's greetings. 

Minister, 
ambassador 
hold eco-talk 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Raz- 
zaq Tubeishat Tuesday 
received Australian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Merilyn Wickes and 
reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions. Mr. Tubeishat and 
Ms. Wickes discussed 
cooperation -in the field of 
environment and means to 
combat pollution. The two 
sides discussed exchang- 
ing environmental exper- 
tise. Mr. Tubeishat out- 
lined Jordan's efforts to 
lessen ambiental pressure 
and to increase environ- 
mental protection. 


FOR RENT 

To rent building of deluxe finishing comprising: 

1. Basement, guard room, playground room, storeroom, 
and parking lot up to six cam. 

2. Ground floor: 360 sq.m, which have the following: 

A- Two master bedrooms. 

B- Two regular bedrooms. 

C- Maid room. 

D- One living room with fireplace. 

E- Guest room. 

F- Living room with a dining room. 

G- Equipped kitchen. 

H- Terraces. 

Private entrance with its own car parking place. 

3. Three floors: Two 180 sq.m, apartments. Each apartment 
have three bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. 

The building Is supplied with water and electricity and a guard. 
Telephones are under application. 

For more details please contact: 

Namer 688291 Abu Mohammad 603360, 847287 


LUXURY FURNISHED 

1 bedroom, rooftop apartment to let, 70 sq.m., 
80 sq.m, terrace plus Jacuzzi. Shmeisani - 
near the Speciality Hospital and Safeway. 

Tel: 677473, 079 37392 


- FAST GROWING 

OUTDOOR MEDIA HOUSE 

: HAS VACANCY FOR YOUNG & DYNAMIC 

SALES E XECUTIVES 

.. ^ Female / Male . ^ 

* Minimum 2 years experience 
in Advertising or media . 

* Owns a car. 

Strong Command of English j 

We offer attractive packages and 
chaUenging career opportunities . 
Apply by fax to tbe General 
Manager by Sep. 1st. 1996 

Telefax : 5510853 - Amman; 

Applications .will -be txeated r confidentially 


VISA SECTION 
BRITISH EMBASSY, AMMAN 

Please note that the new telephone 
numbers for all Visa enquiries to the 
British Embassy are:- 

856581 OR 
856586 


CRB FOR SRLE 

Hyundai-Sonata, 1 6 valves, full options, 
white colour, duty free. USD 6,000. 

In the morning time 684302 / 684309 


A major Investment Company is in the 
process of setting up various projects in 
both Amman and the Dead Sea. 

We are seeking qualified professionals 
for the following positions : 

- Engineers 

- Architects 

- Planners 

- Supervisors 

With minimum experience 5 years 
graduates, 10 years non-graduates. 

Please reply with your Curriculum 
Vitae including vour present salary to : 


Personnel Department 
P.O. Box 5315 
Amman 11183 
JORDAN 








4 World News 

Opening night at Democratic National 
Convention features drama, diversity 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, August 28, lm 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Ad- 
versity and inspiration pro- 
vided the drama at opening 
night at the Democratic con- 
vention to nominate Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton fora sec- 
ond term, with emotional 
appeals from the disabled 
and a tribute to the first 
black U.S. commerce secre- 
tary, the late Ron Brown. 

“Superman" star 

Christopher Reeve, 43, stole 
the show with an inspiring 
message and the sobering 
site of the dashing former 
superhero rendered a 
quadraplegic by a riding 
accident last year. 

“America has a tradition 
that many nations probably 
envy: We frequently achieve 
the impossible.” Reeve said 
in a monotone delivery from 
his respirator-equipped 
wheelchair. 

He called for more med- 
ical research funds and 
echoed the president’s mes- 
sage that the country can 
afford to be compassionate 
without breaking the bank 
as Republicans have 
charged. 

There were few dry eyes 
among the more than 4.000 
delegates as Reeve recount- 
ed his days in the hospital 
where he was cheered by a 
poster of the space shuttle 
which he said represented 
the country’s lofty achieve- 
ments in science. 

And Reeve managed a 
quip to Mr. Clinton, with 
whom he has discussed the 
issue of rights for the dis- 
abled several times at the 
White House. 

Referring to Superman’s 
reputation for being faster 
than a speeding bullet and 
Mr. Clinton’s current 
whistlestop tour to Chicago. 
Reeve said: “I've seen your 
train go by and I think I can 
beat it" 

After Reeve. Mr. Clinton 
made his first, live appear- 
mte at the’DemOcratic con- 
'iention, speaking briefly on 
video froniP political rally 
in Toledo, Ohio. He con- 

f atulated Reeve and 

rown’s widow, Alma, for 
their performance. 

Alma Brown kicked off 
the prime time session. Her 




Actor Christopher Reeve addresses delegates at the Democratic National Convention 
in Chicago Monday. Reeve urged Democrats not to leave the chronically ifl and dis- 
abled behind (Reuter photo) 


husband Ron was a long- 
time party activist and was 
killed on a mission as com- 
merce secretary to rebuild 
the former Yugoslavia 
through trade and invest- 
ment. 

“While Ron may not be 
with us, 1 know he is look- 
ing down ... and he is map- 
ping out a winning cam- 
paign strategy,” said 
Brown’s widow, who was 
greeted with a standing ova- 
tion. 

Brown, 54, was the 
Democratic national chair- 
man when Mr. Clinton was 
elected in 1992 but he died 
in April along with 34 oth- 
ers when a U.S. military jet 
flying to Dubrovnik. 
Croatia crashed into a hill- 
top. 

His widow's address was 
preceded by a moving video 
chronicling Brawn’s politi- 


cal rise and his mission in 
the war-tom former 
Yugoslavia and make com- 
merce a principle tool in 
Clinton's foreign policy. 

But the political message 
from the convention was 
personal responsibility and 
the ability of individuals to 
overcome bairiers such as 
racism. 

In the video, Mr. Clinton 
hailed Brown as a man 
determined to make the 
most of the possibilties 
America has to offer. 

A soul rendition of the 
national anthem also threw 
into relief the diversity of 
the crowd* gathered here and 
the mostly ^ white, male 
Republican delegates who 
nominated former Senate 
leader Bob Dole in San 
Diego 10 days ago to chal- 
lenge Mr. Clinton on Nov. 5. 

Next up was Sarah Brady, 


New Dole ad says drugs are 
the new ‘nuclear’ threat 


SANTA BARBARA. Cali- 
fornia (R) — Republican 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole picked one of the most 
chilling images in American 
political history Monday to 
drive home his campaign 
theme that drug abuse is as 
great a threat as nuclear 
war. 

A stark new black-and- 
white Dole television cam- 
paign ad uses the famous 
image of a little girl picking 
a daisy — first used in 1964 
by Democrat Lyndon 
Johnson, who followed the 
girl’s image with that of a 
nuclear mushroom cloud. 

“Thirty years ago, the 
biggest threat to her was 
nuclear war" the narration 
says. ‘Today the threat is 
drugs.” 

The new commercial was 
released Monday in Santa 
Barbara, where Sen. Dole is 
on a working vacation, and 
in Washington. Paid for by 
the Republican National 
Committee and authorised 


by Bob Dole's presidential 
campaign, it will appear 
starting Tuesday in selected 
markets, including Chicago 
where the Democrats are 
having their nominating 
convention. 

Sen. Dole, campaigning 
near Chicago Sunday, 
accused President Bill 
Clinton of “raising the 
white flag” in the war on 
drugs after a survey last 
week found that illegal drug 
use from 12-17 year-olds 
had doubled in the past four 
years. 

- In that speech. Sen. Dole 
did not use the nuclear 
imagery but he did call drug 
trafficking the “moral 
equivalent of terrorism " 

The new ad. which dis- 
solves from the “daisy girl” 
to harsh images of a’ crack 
pipe, a heroin spoon and a 
needle stuck in an arm. 
attacks Mr. Clinton's drug 
record and concludes 
“America deserves better.” 

The ad will rotate with 


another one, released last 
week as part of a $3.5 mil- 
lion ad buy, on Sen. Dole’s 
economic policy and his 
pledge to slash taxes and 
balance the budget. 

Sen. Dole was in a seclud- 
ed cottage on the grounds of 
the luxurious Biltmore 
Hotel in Santa Barbara. He 
had some meetings with 
advisers, but no public 
events scheduled Monday, 
and his aides said most of 
his day was devoted to 
relaxing and soaking up the 
sun in the nation's biggest 
state, with 54 electoral 
votes. 

He has a few campaign 
events scheduled for later 
this week, but the plan is to 
maintain a fairly low profile 
during the Chicago conven- 
tion. Similarly, Mr. Clinton 
vacationed in Jackson, 
Wyoming while the Repub- 
licans convened in San 
Diego to nominate Sen. 
Dole. 


Bangladesh ruling party says former 
president had role in 1975 coup 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bangla- 
desh’s ruling Awami 
League claims to have new 
evidence that former Pre- 
sident Ziaur Rahman, slain 
husband of main opposition 
leader Khaleda Zia. had a 
role in the assassination of 
founding President Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman during a 
1975 coup. 

Speaking in parliament 
Monday night. State Minis- 
ter for Information Abu 
Sayeed said he had docu- 
ments and cassettes to sup- 
port his allegations that 
Rahman had a hand in the 
killing of Sheikh Mujibur. 
father of current Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed. 

“One of the coup leaders 


has spoken about his 
involvement in the coup and 
if need be the cassette will 
be played in the house " he 
said. 

“Ziaur Rahman gave the 
self-confessed killers jobs 
and he did so as he might 
have been involved in the 
assassination,” Mr. Sayeed 
added. 

Ziaur Rahman, husband 
of opposition leader and 
former Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia. was himself 
killed in a 1981 abortive 
military coup. 

The minister's statement 
came as the key leader of 
the putsch, retired Colonel 
Faruq Rahman, was being 
questioned by police detec- 
tives in connection with the 


Aug. 15, 1975. assassina- 
tion as well as the killings 
of four senior Awami 
League leaders in jail in 
November the same year. 

Although three coup lead- 
ers were jailed after the 
Awami League returned to 
power in June, they are pro- 
tected from prosecution by 
a constitutional act adopted 
in 1977 during Ziaur 
Rahman’s rule. 

Meanwhile, the main op- 
position Bangladesh Na- 
tionalist Party, led by Mrs. 
Khaleda Zia. has threatened 
to boycott parliament ses- 
sions because of the alleged 
“partisan role” of Speaker 
Humayun Rasheed Chowd- 
hury. 


expanded the Brady Bill to 
include a ban on gun buying 
for those convicted of 
domestic abuse. 

“1 believe strongly in the 
right of Americans to own 
guns” Mr. Clinton told 
police officers in Ohio. “But 
if you're stalking or harass- 
ing women or children, you 
shouldn’t have a gun.” 

Sen. Dole alienated many 
voters earlier this year when 
be voiced support for over- 
turning the president’s ban 
on assault weapons. . 

Mrs. Brady noted that 
nine our of 10 Americans 
supported the Brady bill but 
that the National Rifle 
Association deemed that too 
long. 

“Our family can tell you 
about inconvenience,” she 
told the appreciative crowd. 

Earlier, Mr. Clinton told 
police officers in Ohio he 
wanted to prevent those 
convicted of domestic abuse 
from owning arms. 

“I believe strongly in the 
right of Americans to own 
guns.” Mr. Clinton said, 
“but if you’re stalking or 
harassing women or chil- 
dren. you shouldn't have a 
gun.” 

Also on hand was Chicago 
Mayor Richard Daley 
whose father was also the 
city’s chief executive and 
presided over the disaster- 
ous 1968 convention here 
which was rocked by vio- 
lent clashes between 
Vietnam War protesters and 
police. 

He stressed the contrast 
between then and now, 
when the Democrats have 
managed to quell protests 
over the divisive welfare 
debate and Mr. Clinton’s 
opposition to same sex mar- 
riage to present a unified 
front to the Republican 
challenge. 

On the agenda Tuesday is 
first lady Hillary Clinton, 
controversial and often un- 
popular outside the party 
but beloved within it as a 
symbol of a proud, accom- 
plished. independent wo- 


who became a gun control whose father was also the 
advocate after tier husband city’s chief executive and 
was shot in the head and presided over the disaster- 
paralysed in the 1981 assas- ous 1968 convention here 
sination attempt on former which was rocked by vio- 
President Ronald Reagan. lent clashes between 
“With each death and each Vietnam War protesters and 
wound another American police, 
dream, another American He stressed the contrast 
family is shattered. This between then and now, 
must stop.” said Sarah whe0 ^ Democrats have 

y- . . _ managed to quell protests 

In honour of *e former over the ^ elfare 

press sectary, Mr Chnton Mr. Clinton’s 

Bill- this year passed by <W®non to same sex mnr- 
Congmss which Vequires a ™S e » a ed 

waitS s period for gun pur-. t0 the Re P ubbcan 

chasers so that background : c Pjr le P8 e -. ■ ■ 

checks can be run for crimi- 011 ** *& ada - Tuesday « 
nal records. first lady Hillary Clinton. 

Mrs. Brady’s task was to controversial and often un- 
disarm the vocal anti-gun popular outside the party 
control lobby with her but beloved within it as a 
bipartisan appeal and to symbol of a proud, accom- 
back Mr. Clinton’s move plished, independent wo- 
earlier Monday, when he man. 

Belgian suspect 
reportedly says more 
girls buried at home 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Marc Dutroux, the convicted child 
rapist at the centre of a suspected international paedophile 
ring, has admitted burying missing teenagers An Marchal 
and Eefje Lambrecks and other children at one of his 
homes, the daily Le Soir said Tuesday. 

The property, in Jumet. near Charleroi south of Brussels, 
has been the focus of an intensive police search for the two 
girls, abducted a year ago. 

However, the office of Chief Investigator Michel Bourlet 
declined to make any comment to AFP about the disclo- 
sures in Le Soir’s afternoon edition. 

The paper, quoting judicial sources, said Dutroux, 40 was 
taken to the house overnight Monday and showed police 
where he had buried the bodies of Marchal, 17 and 
Lambrecks, 19, who were abducted near Ostend in August 
last year. 

The paper said that another five young girls are reported 
to be buried at the house. 

Ten people have so far been arrested following the 
seizure of Mr. Dutroux on Aug. 13 and the discovery of two 
eight-year-old girls buried in the garden of another of his 
homes at Sars-La-Buissiere, also near Charleroi. 

Police said earlier Tuesday they bad not found any more 
bodies, as about 50 officers continued to comb Dutroux’s 
various houses, using sophisticated sonar to detect hollows 
in the soil. 

One police officer had also appealed to journalists to 
“think of the victims’ parents,” and not to report rumours 
without substance. Earlier. Chief Bourlet had denied 
rumours that the bodies of another two teenagers had been 
found. “The rumour is totally false and unfounded,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

Another two girls, Sabine Dardenne and Laetitia Delhez, 
abducted and sexually abused by Mr. Dutroux, were found 
alive in a windowless dungeon in another of his homes. 

Belgium has been shocked to the core by the sordid rev- 
elations. demanding answers from police and judicial 
authorities accused of bungling their investigations of Mr. 
Dutroux’s activities. 

Mr. Dutroux, who was granted a conditional release in 
1992 after serving three years of a 13 year sentence, has not 
yet found a lawyer willing to defend him, the Belga News 
Agency reported Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaeoe came under fire in the 
Belgian press Tuesday for failing to cut short a holiday 
after news of the discovery of the emaciated bodies of Julie 
Lejeune and Melissa Russo, whose funeral last week trig- 
gered a national outpouring of grief and anger. 

“There has been a blunder, an error of judgement, a lack 
of humanity.” said the daily Libre Belgique. 

Belgian Justice Minister Stefaan De Clerck has acknowl- 
edged errors in the police inquiries into missing.children, 
particularly in the way information was sent back and forth 
between different police agencies and prosecutors’ offices. 

Investigations are also continuing in Bratislava, where 
Slovakian police probing links to Mr. Dutroux have ques- 
tioned 10 girls who bad contacts with him but have turned 
up no trace of the two kidnapped Belgian teenagers. 
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A nun in white robes sits in deep prayer for their ailing 
leader. Mother Teresa, in the Missionaries of Charity 
order in India’s eastern city of Calcutta. The 85-y ear- 
old Nobel laureate has been in hospital with malaria 
and heart trouble since last Tuesday (Reuter photo) 

Mother Teresa may leave 
hospital in a few days 


CALCUTTA, India (AFP) 

— Mother Teresa looks set 
to leave hospital within a 
couple of days if her dra- 
matic recovery continues, a 
doctor said here Tuesday. 

“We have never been so 
optimistic as today.” said 
cardiologist Sudipta Sen. a 
member of a six-strong 
medical team caring for the 
Roman Catholic nun at 
Woodlands Nursing Home 
here. 

‘From the crisis she had, 
we can safely say she is sig- 
nificantly better" 

His colleague. Dr. Satyajit 
Sinha. added: “As of now. 
it’s SO per cent to 20 per 
cent in her favour that she 
will recover, but we are 
closely monitoring the situ- 
ation. 

‘The way she has been 
behaving until now, there is 
every chance that she will 
recover soon. Everything is 
very upbeat” 

A medical bulletin 
released at 5:00 p.m. (1130 
GMT) confirmed the trend, 
revealing that she had been 
breathing unaided for at 
least eight-and-a-half 
hours. 

It read: “Mother Teresa 
continues to show slow and 
steady improvement She is 
fully conscious and alert 
There was no further need 
to reconnect the ventilator 
during the day.” 

Dl Sen had said earlier 
they planned to take Mother 
Teresa, who turned 86 
Monday, permanently off 
the ventilator Wednesday or 
even, “if things go well”, on 
Tuesday evening. 

“At the earliest we will 
discharge her two or three 
days after coming off. It 
depends on our wish and 
her command.” be said 
Tuesday’s upbeat mood was 
in sharp contrast to die 
sombre, terse reports issued 
by the medical team on pre- 
vious days. 

Mother Teresa was rushed 
to hospital seven days ago 
and her heart stopped beat- 
ing. reportedly for a minute 

— three minutes is likely to 
be fatal — before the med- 
ical team succeeded in 
reviving her and she was 
still on the critical list 
Sunday. 

Sister Andrea, herself a 


highly-qualified doctor and 
a member of the 
Missionaries of Charity 
order for more than 30 
years, said: “It’s almost like 
a resurrection.” 

She revealed. Mother 
Teresa had been pestering 
her doctors to be allowed to 
leave even before they 
announced the change in 
her health. 

“Mother Teresa wrote a 
note to her personal physi- 
cian. Ashim Bardhan. ask- 
ing him to allow her to 
return.” she said. 

Mother Teresa, who has 
had two operations on 
blocked arteries following 
heart attacks and was fined 
with a permanent pacemak- 
er in 1989. was also suffer- 
ing from fever when she 
was hospitalised on Aus. 
20 . 

Doctors later diagnosed 
malarial, chest and lung 
infections. All were suc- 
cessfully treated. 

“Her heart rhythm is still 
irregular but that is not a 
problem ” Dr. Sen added. 

“Her lungs are clear, her 
breathing is absolutely nor- 
mal as of now and she has 
no fever and is fully con- 
scious. 

“Her general spirit is very 
high. I asked her to bear 
with us for a little longer." 

She had nodded to say she 
could wait, he said, scribe 
bling back a note that read: 
“I have got a pacemaker.” 

The medical team had 
been worried Albanian- 
born Mother Teresa, award- 
ed the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1979 for her missionary 
work and the establishment 
of a network of hospitals 
and hospices here, was 
becoming dependent on the 
ventilator. 

But she rallied rapidly 
Monday — her birthday — 
while masses were being 
held for her at the Calcutta 
headquarters of the 
Missionaries of Charity, the 
order she set up in 1950. 

Sister Andrea added she 
and another nun had held a 
mass with Mother Teresa 
early Tuesday to mark the 
anniversary of her baptism. 
Another mass at the order’s 
tiny chapel Tuesday morn- 
ing attracted more than 300 
people. 


Suu Kyi blames Burmese prison 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Dis- 
mal conditions in Ran- 
goon’s notorious lose in Pri- 
son were responsible for the 
death in custody of a pro- 
democracy activist on Aug. 
Z Burma’s opposition lea- 
der Aung San Suu Kyi has 
said. 

Writing in her weekly 
syndicated column, pub- 
lished in Bangkok's Nation 
newspaper Tuesday, Ms. 
Suu Kyi said the death of 
Hla Than after six years of 
incarceration pointed to 
alarming living and health 
conditions in Insein Prison. 

“There can be little doubt 
that U Hla Than’s death was 
brought about by the 


abysmal prison conditions 
that do not bear scrutiny by 
independent observers ” she 
wrote. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said Hla 
Than ’s death certificate 
showed he died from tuber- 
culosis and that he had been 
diagnosed as carrying the 
human unmuno-deficiency 
virus (HIV), which human 
rights groups say is rampant 
in Burmese prisons. 

The opposition leader said 
that Hla Than was not been 
the first democracy activist to 
have died in custody, adding 
that many members of her 
National League for Democ- 
racy (NLD) had perished in 
prison. 


over 1 in 4 
Germans smokep^l 

WIESBADEN, Germ*l 
(AFP i — More than one|g^ 
four Germans — 27 
cent — smoke, acconWg 
to the federal statistic#^; 
office here. Male smofas^ 
in 1995 outnumbered 
male smokers, with one3^v ; 
three men and one in - 
women indulging, acctt^v: 
ing to a study by the 
Among all smokers, 

86 per* cent light up datjg; 
About two-fifths of Gag- 
mans between 20 and.fS ' 
years of age indulge *m 
smoking, while 10 per c^y 
of those under 20 suhA^j'* 
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Pastor threatened! 
to bewitch womag 
for affair 

NAIROBI (AFP) — A . 
court sentenced a pastor (6. 
a fine of 3.000 Kenyafr 
shillings ($60) or three 
months in prison for threat: 
ening to bewitch his laruflay . 
dy if she refused to have ap 
affair with him. the daily 
Nation reported Tuesday. 

The pastor, a member of 
the African “B" Church, 
told the woman the holy 
spirit had instructed him to 
have an affair with her, the 
newspaper reported, and 
that if she refused, he 
would bewitch her. At the 
same time, he chased away 
his own wife. The pastor 
refused to pay his $20 rent 
after the landlady rejected jk 
him. the court was told . ^ 
Monday. 

China to auction 
gold rail tickets 


BEUING (R) — China 
plans to auction train tick- 
ets made of pure gold to 
mark the opening of a line 
that eventually will link 
Beijing and Hong Kong, 
the China News Service 
said Monday. Rail authori- 
ties issued the 42 tickets 
weighing three grammes 
each for auction on Aug. 31 
in Shanghai and the central 
Chinese province of Jia?g- 
xi, it said. A train sesifice 
will begin on Sept. 1 to, the 
southern city of Shenzhen 
bordering Hong Kong bur 
will not continue to Hong 
Kong's Kowloon district 
until the British colony 
reverts to Beijing rule on 
July 1. 1997. state media 
have said. Winning bidders 
would be entitled to a one- 
way ride within a year. 

Women make 
good start at U.S. 
cadet college 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (R) 
— The first group of wo- 
men at the Citadel started 
class Monday and were off 
to a good start, officials at 
the military college said 
The new cadets, who inc- 
lude four women, wore the 
standard physical training 
clothes of navy T-shirts and 
shorts but were breaking in 
their dress uniform patent 
leather shoes as they 
learned military posture 
and how to address upper 
classmen. “The women 
seem to be doing fine, and 
so do the men,” Brig. Gen. 
Clifton Poole, acting presi- 
dent of the college, told re- 
porters. The Citadel 
dropped its 153-year-old 
all-male policy this sum- 
mer after the U.S. Supreme 
Court said a similar rule at 
Virginia Military Institu- 
tion, the nation's only ocher 
state-funded ail-male 
school, was unconstitution- 
al. Last year, one woman. 
Shannon Faulkner, was 
admitted to the Citadel un- 
der a federal court order 
but dropped out after a 
week, citing stress and iso- 
lation. The four women and 
581 men in the Cita-deTs 
first truly coeducational 
class started the day at 5:20 
a.m. Monday with reveille. 
By noon the new cadets 
had been addressed by the 
commandant and re- 
gimental commander and 
visited the cadet store, tai- 
lor shop and barber shop- 
The women — Petra Love- 
tinska. Nancy Mace, Jeanic 
Mentavlos and Kim MeS: 
did not get the tradi- 
tional cut given to knobs — 
the new students so dubbed 
because of their shaved 
heads, nor was it a standard 
military cut Instead, they 
got a haircut similar to a 
man's crew cut The media 
were prohibited from inter- 
viewing new cadets. 
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J“JS? JjJSSlg? ? rare taste of Chechen hospitality Monday when two Chechen rebel Bghters (left) stopped by 
JJJJjjjJ m centraJ Grozny to share a water-melon- Some of the soldiers even exchanged addreLs 


China warns U.S. on Stinger 
missile sales to Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
authorities were tight- 
lipped Tuesday over the 
United States decision not 
to delay a Stinger missile 
deal with Taipei, hoping a 
low-key position would not 
further irk Beijing and cre- 
ate more trouble for 
Washington. 

“We prefer not to com- 
ment on any ongoing arms 
deals.” a Defence Ministry 
official said 

In a twin attack, China 
Tuesday stepped up pres- 
sure on Taiwan to allow 
direct shipping links with 
the mainland and 
denounced Washington for 
encouraging 'Taipei’s defi-j 
*iice : by sanctioning arms' 
sa!6s to the islttnd. 

U.S. weapons sales to 
Taiwan have affected the 
“stability of the Taiwan 
Strait” and seriously violat- 
ed agreements between 
Beijing and Washington, a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

He warned of “further 
damage” to roller coaster 
Sino-U.S. relations unless 
Washington refused Tai- 
wan’s request to purchase 
1,300 Stinger missiles and 
74 launchers. 

“The U.S. sale of such a 
large quantity of advanced 
weapons to Taiwan amounts 
to support for the instiga- 
tion of separatists in Taiwan 
to do what they want, and 
constitutes an obstacle for 


the reunification of China," 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
said. 

A Sino-U.S. agreement in 
19S2 bound Washington to 
stop its long term policy of 
arming Taiwan and made no 
distinction between offen- 
sive and defensive weapons, 
he said. 

A Taiwan Foreign 
Ministry source said com- 
ment on the missile sale at 
this moment was unwise, 
since it would only anger 
China and cause problems 
for the United States. 

On Monday, U.S. State 
Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said the United 
States 'would not consider 
delaying the- weapons sale 
toTaiwan.- ■ 

Davies said the Defence 
Department had already 
notified U.S. Congress that 
it was preparing to sell 
Stinger missiles and other 
weapons to Taiwan to boost 
its defence capability. 

Meanwhile, the official 
Xinhua News Agency 
slammed Taipei for turning 
down China’s latest offer on 
direct shipping links bet- 
ween the island and the 
mainland, and blocking ef- 
forts towards reunification. 

“The Taiwan authorities 
have continually put many 
obstacles in the path of the 
'three direct exchanges’ ... 
which clearly lay bare their 
attempt to create ‘two 
Chinas' or ‘one China and 


one Taiwan'.” the commen- 
tary said. 

‘This will do no good to 
Taiwan’s long-term inter- 
ests or to peaceful reunifi- 
cation.” it added. 

Last week, China promul- 
gated a 15-point regulation 
on cross-strait shipping, 
which is currently forbid- 
den by Taiwan. 

The regulation gave con- 
trol of the routes to Beijing 
and was cold-shouldered by 
Taipei, which then further 
annoyed China by sending 
its vice-president. Lien 
Chan to the Ukraine. 

Kiev has diplomatic ties 
Beijing, f ^,iot.‘wi'(b 

" ’ China’s,; iast ' majgfr e'ffprt 
to forge a reconciliiation 
with Taiwan was the eight- 
point proposal put forward 
in January 1995 by 
President Jiang Zemin, 
which was also ignored by 
Taiwan. 

The two sides split in 
1949 after a bloody civil 
war, and Beijing has be- 
come increasingly enraged 
by Taiwan’s efforts to 
increase its international 
standing and gain a seat at 
the United Nations. 

Last year, diplomatic rela- 
tions with the United States 
plummeted after Washing- 
ton allowed Taiwanese Pre- 
sident Lee Teng-Hui to 
make a ‘private’ visit to new 
york state. 


Christians protest as Manila, 
Muslim rebels finalise deal 



*v 


MAN1LA (R) — Filipino Christians Tues- 
day vowed to fight a peace deal between the 
government and Muslim guerrillas through 
courts, force of arms and prayer as Manila 
prepared to seal a pact with the rebels. 
Dozens of politicians and more than 

5.000 followers crowded a convention cen- 
tre in the southern city of Zamboanga for a 
protest while scores gathered outside with 
signs denouncing the accord as “deadlier 
than .AIDS." 

But Manila officials said there was no 
stopping the deal as government and rebel 
negotiators gathered in Jakarta to initial an 
accord ending a 24-year conflict in the 
southern Philippines which has killed some 

125.000 people. 

The two sides are to hold a final round of 
talks in the Indonesian capita] capped by_a 
ceremony Friday at which they will affix 
their initials to the peace agreement. 

Indonesian President Suharto and semor 
diplomats from nations ot the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC), which 
helped broker the accord, are to witness the 

ceremony. , ... .. 

The formal signing will be in Manila on 
o 

accord will set up a Southern 
Philippines Council tor Peace an 
Development to supervise the development 
of 14 provinces on Mindanao Island. 

Mindanao’s five million Muslims regard 
the region as their ancestral homeland, 
although decades of migration from other 
parts of the Philippines means they are ou - 
numbered bv some 15 million Chnsuans 
The council is to be headed by Nur 

Misuari, chairman of the 
National Liberation Front, and will serve : a. 
forerunner of a Muslim autonomous region 
to be installed in three years. 

This has angered Chnsuans w L 
Muslim ascendancy in an area they 

dominate. 
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The deal would end a war that has cost 
Manila 73 billion pesos ($2.S billion) since 
1972. 

“There is opposition, but this is in some 
areas only, and 1 believe the majority of the 
people are for this council." chief govern- 
ment negotiator Manuel Yan said in Jakarta. 

Mr. Yan said last-minute details to be 
ironed out included arrangements for those 
guerrillas who would not be integrated into 
the Philippine Armed Forces and the dis- 
posal of their weapons. 

Congresswoman Maria Clara Lobregar. 
spearhead of the Christian opposition, told 
reporters in Zamboanga that opponents of 
the pact would challenge it in the Supreme 
Court as unconstitutional. 

“We are going to do this legally, not in 
violence,” she said. 

But Zamboanga city councillor Jaime 
Cabato said Christian vigilantes were busy 
arming themselves. He estimated their 
number at 5.000 and said they would not 
hesitate to use violence. 

Others had more peaceful intentions. “We 
will continue our opposition through daily 
prayers and lighting of candles," said one 
protester. 

Analysts said the accord would clear the 
way for the development of a largely 
impoverished but mineral-rich region 
whose growth has lagged behind other parts 
of the country. 

President Fidel Ramos has pledged to 
channel a big chunk of funds into the area, 
and other officials expect Saudi Arabia and 
other OIC countries to support Mr. Misuari 
with investments. 

-Seed money from the OIC will likely go 
into high visibility projects which will 
establish the council’s credibility _ so 
Misuari hits the ground running,” political 
analyst Alex Magno said. 


Top official 
in Japanese 
ruling party 
decides to 
resign 

TOKYO (AFP) — New 
Party Sakigake Secretary- 
General Yukio Hatoyama 
decided Tuesday to quit the 
ruling Japanese party 
ahead of the establishment 
of a new broader-based 
alliance, a party spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Hatoyama conveyed his 
decision to Hiroyuki Sono- 
da, a senior official in Sa- 
kigake,„a small centrist 
party led by former. !Fi- 

Mr. Hatoyama, who was 
scheduled to meet with Mr. 
Takemura late Tuesday 
afternoon, has recently 
been distancing himself 
from the Sakigake leader 
and on Sunday said he did 
not want him to be among 
the founding members of 
the new party. 

In remarks to reporters 
Tuesday morning, Mr. 
Hatoyama indicated that a 
breakthrough was unlikely 
in his talks with Mr. Take- 
mura. who has been push- 
ing for all of the 27 law- 
makers from Sakigake to 
join the new party en 
masse. 

“There is a possibility 
that these talks will not 
produce any compromise. 
In that case, l will have to 
make a decision myself,” 
he said. 

Mr. Takemura is per- 
ceived to have a negative 
public image stemming 
from his 18-month stint as 
finance minister which 
included a controversial 
plan to use billions of dol- 
lars in public funds to liq- 
uidate failed housing loan 
companies. 

Mr. Hatoyama, 49, has 
been trying to establish the 
new party as a third force 
in Japanese politics after 
the conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
the biggest party in the 
coalition, and the opposi- 
tion New Frontier Party. 

Prospective members 
include various lawmakers 
from Sakigake and the 
New Frontier Party as well 
as independents and mem- 
bers of the left-wing Social 
Democratic Party (SDP). 
the second-biggest party in 
the ruling coalition. 

On Monday, Mr. Hato- 
yama caused a stir in LDP 
circles by saying his new 
party might consider a no- 
confidence motion against 
the cabinet of Prime Minis- 
ter Ryutaro Hashiraoto. 

Such a move could affect 
Mr. Hashimoto’s strategy 
for dissoving parliament 
for the next elections, 
which must be held before 
mid- 1997. 

The new party to be set up 
by Mr. Hatoyama is widely 
expected to trigger a second 
round of political realign- 
ment, which started in 1993 
when the LDP suffered a 
major split and lost power 
for the first time in 38 years. 


Russian, Chechen military 
leaders sign final truce 


NOV YE ATAGJ, Russia (R) 
— Russian and rebel mili- 
tary commanders in 
Chechenya said they had 
resolved their remaining 
differences Tuesday and 
signed a final ceasefire 
agreement brokered last 
week by Kremlin envoy 
Alexander Lebed. 

Russian General Vyaches- 
lav Tikhomirov toJd repor- 
ters in the Chechen village 
of Novye Atagi that a dis- 
pute over weapons seized 
from Russian soldiers 
would pose no further ob- 
stacle to the ceasefire agree- 
ment. 

“The weapons seizure 
incident is virtually over. 
There will be no more 
obstacles to the continua- 
tion of our task," 

Gen. Tikhomirov said fol- 
lowing the final agreement 
on what be called the “prac- 
tical implementation of the 
Lebed plan." 

Separatist Chief-of-Staff 
Aslan Maskhadov said both 
sides had pledged to avoid 
any further breakdown in 
the peace process. 

“We gave each other our 
word that no provocations 
would become grounds for 
a breakdown of negotia- 
tions,” he said. 

“Somehow in the end we 
got around to really acting 
on creating peace" 

Gen. Tikhomirov said 
troops would resume 
pulling out of Grozny 
Wednesday after halting at 
the weekend when a group 
of soldiers had then- 
weapons taken. 

A military source told 
Interfax News Agency that 
the army withdrawal from 
Grozny should end around 
Sept. 1 — next Sunday. 
Withdrawal from some 
southern districts of Che- 
chenya including Vedeno 
would be completed on 
Tuesday,. Geh. Tikhomirov 
said. ■ 

A final army withdrawal 
from the region would be 
the subject of new talks in 
the future, he added. 

Gen. Tikhomirov said that 
over the next four days a 
system of joint Russian- 
Checben police patrols 
would be fully under way in 
Grozny, much of it in rebel 
hands since an Aug. 6 offen- 
sive. The two sides would 
also begin work on 
exchanging prisoners. 

Interfax quoted a rebel 
source as saying that, under 
the terms of the final agree- 
ment, the joint units would 
be deployed around Grozny 
around 6 p.m. (1400 GMT) 
TUesday. 

Meanwhile, President 
Yeltsin, on vacation near 



An armed Chechen rebel passes by a burning gas pipe as he patrols the streets of cen- 
tral Grozny Monday. The Chechen rebels want an independent state bnt Moscow 
officials say the region must stay part of Russia (Reuter photo) 

Moscow, ignored requests and Western media said Mr. 


requests 
for a meeting with his secu- 
rity chief Tuesday, casting 
new doubts over the peace 
process Alexander Lebed 
has launched in breakaway 
Chechenya. 

“It is obvious that Boris 
Yeltsin has decided defini- 
tively to distance himself 
from the activities of 
Alexander Lebed in Che- 
chenya until events there 
reach a final phase ” Sevod- 
nya newspaper wrote Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Yeltsin has insisted 
that independence-minded 
Chechenya is an integral 
pan of the Russian Federa- 
tion and his reaction to Gen. 
Lebed’s peace initiatives 
has been confused and con- 
tradictory. 

Last Thursday, the presi- 
dent, in an interview broad- 
cast . hours before Gen. 
Lebed agreed a truce in the 
rebel region, said he was not 
satisfied with Gen. Lebed’s 
work in Chechnya. Only 
late the following day did 
he voice support for Gen. 
Lebed’s efforts. 

His press spokesman said 
the interview — Mr. 
Yeltsin’s first appearance 
for more than two weeks — 
had been recorded before 
Gen. Lebed agreed the 
truce. But it was not clear 
why it took the president 
more than 24 hours to 
change his mind. 

The delay, and Mr. 
Yeltsin’s vague holiday 
plans, have also prompted 
speculation about the health 
of the 65-year-old presi- 
dent, who had two heart 
attacks last year. Russian 


Yeltsin needed a heart oper- 
ation. 

Mr. Yeltsin's press office 
denied the rumours and, in 
the event, it was Mr. 
Yeltsin’s wife Naina who 
went into hospital, checking 
in to Moscow’s top clinic 
for a “planned operation" 
on a kidney. 

Kremlin spokesman Ser- 
gei Yastrzhembsky said 
Monday that Mr. Yeltsin 
would remain in control of 
affairs of state during his 
vacation at the Rus guest- 
house, 100 kilometres from 
Moscow. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, Russian Television 
said Monday prosecutors 
are to question Konstantin 
Pulikovskv, deputy com- 


asked why its leaders did 
not try to prevent it. 

Gen. Lebed blamed 
Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov for the troops’ fail- 
ure to prevent the attack, the 
second on the Chechen cap- 
ital this year. 

But Mr. Kulikov oigued 
that he needed many more 
troops on the ground to hold 
the city and Interfax News 
Agency has quoted Kremlin 
sources as saying that 
President Boris Yeltsin told 
Mr. Kulikov to stay in his 
job. 

Gen. Pulikovsky had 
already been singled our for 
criticism over recent events 
in Chechenya before 
Monday's announcement. 

With his troops surround- 
ed in pockets in Grozny by 


the rebels, the commander 
mander of troops . in Che- threatened,. Iftst. week „ to 
chenya, about the seizure pf unleash qn'qlt.pui bombard 
the regional capital Grozny menr oir the .city, giving 
by rebels on aug. 6. civilians 48 hogrs to escape. 


Officials from the Russian 
prosecutor-general’s office 
and the main military prose- 
cutor’s office would ques- 
tion Gen. Pulikovsky and 
other senior commanders, 
the television said. 

Gen. Pulikovsky was act- 
ing commander when the 
rebels attacked the city, 
sparking some of the worst 
fighting in more than a year. 

More than 400 Russian 
troops were killed in the 
battles which followed the 
rebels' assault, but the mili- 
tary was unable to dislodge 
the rebels, who took over 
most of the city. 

Gen. Lebed has said the 
military knew abour the 
assault in advance and 


Gen. Lebed stopped the 
threatened bombardment at 
the last minute and Defence 
Minister Igor Rodionov said 
Gen. Pulikovsky had been 
given a dressing down over 
his ultimatum. 

Gen. Rodionov said Gen. 
PuJikovsky’s actions had 
not been agreed with the 
Russian leadership, but that 
he was provoked by some- 
one, without saying who 
that someone was. 

Gen. Tikhomirov, the 
commander of troops who 
was on holiday when the 
crisis blew up. appeared to 
back Gen. Pulikovsky's 
threat when he returned, but 
he has not been given a pub- 
lic reprimand. 


Burundi embargo ‘ could spark more unrest y 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Burundi strongman 
Pierre Buyoya warned 
his African neighbours 
Thesday that the 
embargo they imposed 
for last month’s mili- 
tary coup could cause a 
h umanitarian disaster 
and risk farther unrest 
In an interview in the 
Belgian daily Le Soir, 
he also said he was 
ready to meet Hutu 
opposition leaders for 
talks to try to build a 
political consensus, but 
insisted rebel Hutus 
must first lay down 
their weapons. 

The embargo was 
imposed by Burandi’s 
neighbours following 
the July 25 seizure of 
power, orchestrated by 
the Ttatsi-dominated 
army. 

“If there is no state, 
there cannot be peace 
either,” Major Buyoya 
said. 

“Peace is what the 
countries of the region 
want to reestablish. But 
our neighbours, our 
partners, must assume 
their responsibilities,” 
he added. 

“I have noted that . 
outside the country, 
people are beginning to 

a uestion the wisdom of 
le sanctions which 
were inflicted on us.” 

His comments came 
after he met Sunday 


with former Tanzanian 
President Julius 
Nyerere, who is trying 
to mediate an end to 
the Burundi crisis. 

Mr. Nyerere mean- 
while called on Mr. 
Buyoya to open talks 
with the Hutu-led 
Front for Democracy in 
Burundi (FRODEBU) 
in an interview witn the 
French daily Le 
Monde. 

The sanctions “show 
the junta that it must 
negotiate a political 
solution — for there is 
no military solution — 
with the party which 
won the 1993 elections” 
FRODEBU, he said. 

Should the embargo 
prove ineffective how- 
ever, he said there 
would be '“widespread 
civil war” which would 
“drag in the Rwandan 
regime into the conflict 
and who knows, per- 
haps, other neighbour- 
ing countries.” 
FRODEBU leader 
Jean Minani _ told 
Wednesday’s editions 
of the French daily La 
Croix that the military 
would have to return 
power to civilians 
“either through their 
own will or by force. 

“We are not violent. 
But if it stays in power 
we will use force,” he 
warned. 

Maj. Buyoya said he 


was prepared to meet 
anyone for talks, pro- 
vided “they stop behav- 
ing like mass killers — 
whose goal is to kill 
women, children and 
old people whose only 
mis take is to belong to 
such and such an ethnic 
group.” 

That process was 
open to the National 
Council for Democracy 
(CNDD) which is in 
armed opposition to the 
government, he added. 

“We have not yet had 
contacts with the 
CNDD, but we will do 
so.” 

’’The Hutus, quite 
legitimately. want 
power, but the Thtsis 
are afraid of it because 
there has been genocide 
here as in Rwanda,” 
which has a similar eth- 
nic mix. 

More than 500,000 
mainly Thtsis and mod- 
erate ’Hutus were mas- 
sacred in Rwanda in 
1994, and Maj. Buyoya 
has said his coup was 
necessary to avoid & 
repeat genocide in 
Burundi. 

Nevertheless, an esti- 
mated 150,000 people 
have been reported 
killed in the small cen- 
tral African country 
since Burundi’s first 
Hutu president was 
killed in a failed coup 
in October 1993. 


The economic embar- 
go has isolated Burundi 
and choked off its main 
sources of foreign in- 
come, particularly for 
coffee and tea. 

Petrol has been ra- 
tioned while the prices 
of imported goods have 
risen. 

Maj. Buyoya, who 
was Burundi’s military 
leader until 1993, 
pledged to bring to jus- 
tice all those behind the 
failed coup in which 
President Melchior 
Ndadaye was killed. 

“The dossiers on the 
putschists arc there. We 
have to advance them 
to the stage of trials,” 
he said. 

“More than 300 mili- 
tary are already in 
prison and will go be- 
fore the court, like the 
others. Our aim is the 
end of impunity for 
eveiyone.” 

Maj. Buyoya reiterat- 
ed his opposition to the 
idea of sending in an 
international African 
peacekeeing force, as 
suggested by a number 
of countries. 

“It could create yet 
more chaos, provoke 
new militias who would 
combat the foreign 
forces. Don’t underesti- 
mate our nationalism.” 
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Diagnosis before treatment 


THE THREE-HOUR meeting that His 
Majesty King Hussein had on Monday with 
all former prime ministers was clearly part 
of the Monarch's call for greater and deep- 
er national dialogue in the wake of the 
recent unrest in some parts of the country. 
What adds to the importance of the latest 
round of national contacts,, this time on the 
level of Jordanian statesmen, is the fact 
that the seven former prime ministers rep- 
resent not only different points of views on 
what had happened but also on how we 
should proceed from here in order to heal 
the wounds and start anew on the road to 
full economic recovery and real progress. 
The essence of meaningful and fruitful dia- 
logus is the voicing of various opinions with 
candour and with the least amount of inhi- 
bitions. Two former prime ministers, 
Ahmad Obeidat and Taher Masri, went as 
far as blaming the government for the cri- 
sis in Karak and other southern cities and 
publicly called for deep and thorough 
reforms in the country. At the same time, 
what we already know about Monday's 
discussions between the King and the for- 
mer prime ministers reveals that all of them 
emerged from the encounter with full 
praise for the King's initiative and 
described their talks as most positive. This 
made the meeting all the more construc- 
tive. 

We certainly need a continuing national 
dialogue across the board to consolidate 
what has already been done and accom- 
plished in order to give these past achieve- 
ments more grassroot support In order for 
dialogue to be really constructive and fruit- 
ful, it needs to be genuine and conducted 
on a give-and-take basis. Above all, con- 
tacts to resolve any lingering national woes, 
be they economic, political or otherwise, 
need to be enlightened and based on factu- 
al information. The ascertion of facts is 
fundamental and should be the first to be 
addressed and agreed upon before we can 
begin proper diagnosis and treatment 
Dialogue between Jordanians need also to 
be transparent so that its benefits can filter 
down to all citizens. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER for Al Ra'i daily Tuesday urged the gov- 
ernment to speed up procedures to close the file on the 
incidents in southern Jordan so as to dedicate time and 
effort to the implementation of programmes contained 
in the King's letter of designation. Sultan AJ Hattab said 
that the government is called on to spearhead efforts 
towards revitalising the peace process on all tracks, 
especially the Israeli-Palestinian track. Jordan has 
exerted efforts in this direction in the wake of the Cairo 
Arab summit and led a flurry of diplomatic activities to 
help the peace process to resume but these efforts were 
disrupted by the incidents in the south in the past weeks, 
noted the writer. By closing the file of these incidents 
the government can dedicate more time and effort to the 
peace process and towards helping the re-establishment 
of solidarity among Arab countries, a process it has suc- 
cessfully started in the past few weeks, continued the 
writer. He said a visit to Jordan and the region by the 
Japanese foreign minister who expressed his country's 
keenness on the resumption of peace negotiations in the 
region could give impetus to Jordanian efforts aimed at 
pushing these negotiations forward. 

COMMENTING ON the situation in Chechenya. a 
writer for Al Dustour said that Russia's war against the 
Chechen people has partly been caused by differences 
within the leadership in Moscow'. Hie power struggle 
and fight among the leaders in the Kremlin prompted 
some Russian generals to outbid one another in trying to 
stifle the resistance of the Chechen people and win pop- 
ularity or even assume power in Russia, according to 
Mohammad Kawash. While the Chechen people who 
are fighting for their freedom from Russian domination 
have offered sacrifices and continue to fight heroically 
to defend their nation the Russian forces do not believe 
in their mission of suppressing the Chechens and are 
suffering because of low morale, said the- writer. The 
Russian military threats ro launch an all-out destructive 
war on the Chechen capital reflects weakness on the 
part of the Russian army and leadership and a defeat to 
the forces of aggression, he added. The writer expressed 
fear that the situation in Chechenya will remain volatile 
as long as the struggle for power in the Kremlin contin- 
ues. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The 1996 Democratic 
and Republican platforms 


BOTH DEMOCRATS and Republicans have 
issued their 1996 party platforms. Platforms are 
not government policy: they are political docu- 
ments that reflect the relative strengths of the polit- 
ical forces that compete for influence within each 
party. The party platforms are crafted to appease 
interest groups and appeal to important blocs of 
voters. 

While not policy, by reflecting the power that 
groups can bring to bear on a party, platforms are 
useful indicators of what forces a candidate for the 
presidency will face as his administration attempts 
to lay out government policy. 

The process of creating a platform begins with 
the party leadership developing a draft document. 
This initial draft is the product of internal discus- 
sion and compromise as the writers attempt to lay 
out positions that will satisfy both the party's can- 
didate and key constituency groups. 

The draft is then debated and. amended by a plat- 
form committee. Committee members are selected 
from each state, usually by loyalists of the presi- 
dential candidate who won the primary in that 
state. Some additional committee members are 
appointed by the Executive Committee of the 
national party. 

In order to change the draft platform, a proposed 
amendment must receive one quarter of the votes 
• of the committee for consideration. It then must be 
debated and passed by a majority of the entire 
committee. 

Since delegates are pledged to be loyal to their 
candidate, it is extremely difficult to modify the 
draft. Exceptions, of course, do occur, especially 
when internal group loyalty on an issue outranks 
loyalty to the candidate, or when the party primary 
has resulted in several candidates winning differ- 
ent states. This can produce a divided platform 
committee. 

Since Bill Clinton was unopposed in the 1996 
Democratic primary and Bob Dole was largely in 
control of the overwhelming majority of 
Republican delegates, this year's platform drafts 
went largely unaltered. But on the Republican side, 
powerful anti-abortion forces, more loyal to their 
cause than to their candidate, were strong enough 
to deal a blow to Dole's effort to prevent language 
that moderated the Republican Party's strong ami- 
abortion platform section. 

Israel as a centrepiece of U.S. policy: Both par- 
ties also routinely made anti-PLO references and 
declared Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. . 

In fact, from 1972 until, J$84 ^ Democrat^ ‘ 

Party even called for nioving'foetLS. Embassy in •’ 
Israel ttfJerasalem. ‘ • 

But 1988 marked a dramatic change in the 
Democratic Party platform process. That year 
Jesse Jackson won a sufficient number of delegates 
to' insure a debate on Middle East and other plat- 
form issues. Since Arab Americans were a big 
component in Jackson's coalition, we were able to 
raise three Middle East platform planks. In an 
effort to stop the Jackson forces, the party offered 
a short platform that they hoped would discourage 
debate. The Arab Americans, however, were suc- 
cessful in forcing the platform negotiating team to 
accept our planks on Lebanon and U.S.-Gulf secu- 
rity interests. 

While unable to win acceptance of the plank on 
Palestinian rights, our coalition of Arab 
Americans. African Americans, and progressive 
American Jews was able to force the fust ever 
national debate at a convention on the Palestinian 
question. 

In 1992. Arab Americans had no such strength in 
the party deliberations, but the Middle East plank 


still required a compromise between factions in the 
American Jewish community. The result was a 
more modest statement than that issued in 1984. 

A review of the 1996 Democratic and 
Republican parties' platform language on the 
Middle East reveals still further differences in the 
way the two parties speak about the issue as reflec- 
tive of differences in their constituent bases. 

American Jews are playing a more prominent 
role in Republican Party debates than previously, 
and in the Republican Party they are countered by 
Arab Americans or more moderate voices from 
within their own community'. 

Long considered a Democratic constituency. 
American Jews are increasingly becoming a bi- 
partisan constituency. This is especially true in 
New York City where one-third of all voters are 
Jewish. There, very conservative Orthodox Jews 
have been registering as Republicans and support- 
ing Republicans for state and local office. 

Their conservative philosophy and alliance with 
Likud Party politics in Israel has made these 
Orthodox Jews natural partners with other power- 
ful forces within the national Republican Party. 
Neo-conservative cold warriors, who were a key 
group in former President Reagan's foreign policy 
team, and pro-Israel right-wing Christian funda- 
mentalists have had a major role in shaping 
Republican Party policy toward the Middle East. 

As a result, this combination of forces has pro- 
duced an increasingly strident pro-Israel bias 
(despite the Bush-Baker years in the White House) 
in Republican Party platforms — and the 1996 
platform is no exception. 

The 1996 Republican platform 

While the 1996 Democratic platform contains a 
note that “normal U.S. relations with Syria depend 
on its ending support for terrorism." the 
Republicans list Syria together with Libya, Iraq, 
and Iran as “rogue states that threaten regional and 
international peace.” 

The platform is filled with profuse praise of 
Israel calling it “our one democratic ally in the 
Middle East with whom we share moral bonds and 
common strategic interests.” The document then 
notes: 

“...Israel's most demonstrated strategic impor- 
tance to the U.S. as our most reliable and capable 
ally in this part of the world is more critical than 
ever. That is why Israel's security is central to U.S. 
interests in the region. That is why Republican 

with Israel. to pre- 
- position n^'tary 'eqmpntenti't^ conduct joint -con- 
tin’sency pldrihingf -and ■ jornf-' military exercises. ' 
...Thai is why we look' toward the greater integra- 
tion of Israel into out regional defence planning 
and wish to explore ways to enhance our strategic 
cooperation.” 

The platform goes on to define the rest of the 
peace process in terms of the security it provides 
for Israel and the U.S.. and states that “in that con- 
text, we support Israel's right to make its own deci- 
sions regarding security boundaries.” It then criti- 
cises “foe Clinton administration's attempts to 
interfere in Israel's democratic process.” 

On foe matter of Jerusalem, the platform praises 
“the Republican Congress for enacting legislation 
to recognise Jerusalem as the undivided capital of 
Israel.” It further pledges that “a Republican 
administration will ensure that the U.S. Embassy is 
moved to Jerusalem by May 1999." 

The platform continues by praising Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and King Hussein for 
having made peace with Israel, but makes no men- 
tion of the Israeli-Palestinian agreement whatsoev- 


er. 


The 1996 Democratic platform 


The Democrats faced two pressures in drafting 
this year's party' platform. TTiey are holding foe 
White House and have a responsibility for main- 
taining leadership in the peace process. At die 
same time they do not want Republicans to use 
Middle East issues to pull Jewish voters away 
from their party, yet feel a responsibility to reach 
out to both different voices within the American 
Jewish community and also Arab Americans with 
whom the administration has had a continuing dia- 
logue. 

The result of these deliberations produced a 
short, more moderate but still pro-Israel statement 

The 1 5-line section on the Middle East begins by 
praising President Clinton for overseeing “a 
remarkable record of achievement toward peace 
and security in the Middle East — foe Israeli- 
Palestinian accords: foe peace agreement between 
Israel and Jordan: new regional security and 
investment summits: Israel's increased acceptance 
throughout the Middle East and foe world....” 

It then pledges to support “efforts by the Clinton- 
Gore administration to achieve a comprehensive 
and lasting peace among Israel and all its neigh- 
bours. including Lebanon and Syria.” 

The platform reaffirms the Democratic Party’s 
commitment to “America’s long-standing special 
relationship with Israel, based on shared values, a 
mutual commitment to democracy and a strategic 
alliance that benefits both nations. The United 
States should continue to help Israel maintain its 
qualitative edge.” 

And in a controversial* move the platform simply 
repeats a line from its 1992 platform stating that 
“Jerusalem is foe capital of Israel and should 
remain an undivided city accessible to people of all 
faiths ” This was done undoubtedly to appease the 
dominant pro-Israel forces in foe party and limit 
the ability of Republicans to make Jerusalem an 
issue in foe 1996 presidential campaign as both 
parties compete for Jewish votes. 

But, in order to show respect for Arab and 
Muslim fears and the concerns of the Arab 
American community', the White House simultane- 
ously issued a statement of clarification noting that 
this was “the position of the party but not the posi- 
tion of the president.” The president's position, that 
statement goes on to say. is that 
; “Jerusalem is one of foe most sensitive and'- 
volatile issues in the peace process. I remain con- 
vinced that it is unwise for foe United States to take 
actions that could be interpreted as prejudicing 
matters, such as Jerusalem, which Israel and foe 
Palestinians themselves have formally agreed to 
discuss only in the context of direct, permanent 
status negotiations.” 

Arab American Democrats were a part of foe dis- 
cussion in framing this year’s platform. While fail- 
ing to change the language on Jerusalem, they 
were instrumental in getting the White House to 
issue its clarification. They were also able to help 
change the initial draft to include references to the 
Lebanese and Syrian tracks of the peace process 
and in adding language at the end of foe Middle 
East section stating the commitment of foe admin- 
istration to “working with our Arab partners for 
peace to build a brighter, more secure and prosper- 
ous future for all the people in the Middle East. To 
that end we seek to further enhance our ties with 
states and peoples in the Arab and Islamic World 
committed to non-aggression and willing to take 
risks for peace.” 


The black hole of Europe 


By G wynne Dyer 

IT'S OFFICIAL: There is 
once again a Communist 
dictatorship in the heart of 
Europe. On August 23. the 
United Stales granted the 
status of political refugee to 
Zenon Poznyak. leader of 
the Belarussian Popular 
Front, foe main opposition 
party in Belarus. 

“It's like the black hole of 
Europe.” a Western diplomat 
said recently. He just meant 
that in terms of name recog- 
nition, Belarus scores lower 
than Slovakia, lower than 
Slovenia, lower even than 
Moldova. Ten million well- 
educated. formerly prosper- 
ous people, and nobody can 
find it on the map. 

But the ex-Soviet republic 
sandwiched between 
Poland. Ukraine. Russia and 
the Baltic states is also 
becoming the black hole of 
Europe in another sense. As 
of July 1 , it became the only 
European country whose cit- 
izens need permission to 
travel abroad Dozens of 
journalists have been beaten, 
opposition rallies have been 
crushed, and the jails hold 
hundreds of political prison- 
ers. 

Is all this so remarkable in 
a post-Soviet Europe where 
half a dozen other small 
countries — Serbia. Croatia, 
Slovakia, Georgia. 

Azerbaijan; etc. — verge on 
dictatorship? Yes, it is. 

Belarus is not just repres- 
sive. It is the old system in 


full costume dress: State 
control of the economy, the 
KGB poking its nose into 
everybody's affairs (150,000 
Belarussians, or 1.5 per cent 
of the population, work for 
the security services), and 
the old Soviet flag, only 
slightly modified as 
Belarus's national flag. 

President Alexander 
Lukashenko fits foe model 
too: A former collective- 
farm director who thinks in 
Stalinist stereotypes. “The 
president still views Belarus 
as a big collective farm,” 
said political commentator 
Leonard Shukin last year, 
“and he thinks he can extrap- 
olate his farm-managing 
abilities to the whole coun- 
try” 

Lukashenko. 41. is just as 
ignorant, just as well-inten- 
tioned as the economic illit- 
erates who tried to run the 
Soviet Union according to 
the maxims of Karl Marx 
(who never ran anything). 
And he shares their taste for 
bossing people around too. 

“You must not think I am a 
Hitler supporter.” 

Lukashenko told the 
German newspaper 

“Handelsblatt" last 

November. But in the 1930s. 
he explained. “Hitler created 
a powerful Germany due to 
strong presidential power.” 
And that will solve Belarus's 
problems too: 

"Consolidation is needed 
around one person or a 
group of people to survive.” 
The one person being, of 


course. Lukashenko. 

A petty tyrant: a renascent 
police state; economic and 
social rules founded on nos- 
talgia for the dead Soviet 
system: All this would be 
remarkable enough if 
Lukashenko had imposed it 
on the Belarussians by force. 
But the truth is that they did 
it to themselves. Two years 
ago. Lukashenko won over 
80 per cent of foe vote in a 
presidential election that was 
reasonably open and free. 

It happened because 
Belarus is not really a coun- 
try. There is a Belarussian 
language, but it differs from 
Russian less than Jamaican 
English or Indian English 

differ from the English 'spo- 
ken in Glasow. Besides, only 
about 10 per cent of foe 
republic's population even 
speak Belarussian; the rest 
speak Russian. 

There has never been a 
Belarussian state, either The 
area has been ruled by 
Poland, Lithuania, or Russia, 
for over 300 years. And 
while Belarussian national- 
ism enjoyed an artificial 
popularity as a way of 
expressing opposition to 
Moscow's tyranny in the last 
decades of the Soviet Union, 
it quickly withered when it 
had to sell itself on its own 
merits. 

The truth is that Belarus is 
a western province of Russia 
whose status as a separate 
republic is an accident of 
history. It is really little dif- 
ferent in composition, econ- 


omy or attitudes from other 
regions in the Russian “red 
belt” that runs in an arc 
south of Moscow, east along 
the Ukrainian border, and 
then on into the Kuban and 
foe northern Caucasus. 

Those heavily agricultural 
regions mostly voted 
Communist in the Russian 
elections last June. If. 
through some Duke, they 
had wound up independent, 
they might well elect some- 
body like Lukashenko as 
president As Belarus actual- 
ly did. 

When the old Soviet 
Union was breaking up at 
the end of 1991. a group of 
Belarussian nationalist intel- 
lectuals seized the opportu- 
nity and declared Belarus 
independent but the honey- 
moon did not last long. With 
no strong nationalist senti- 
ment to cany them through 
foe subsequent time of eco- 
nomic hardship, foe 
Belarussian population 
quickly decided their say. 

.Alexander Lukashenko 
was a maverick deputy in the 
Belarus parliament who first 
made his name by smearine 
nationalist leader Stanislav 
Shushkevich with unsub- 
stantiated charges of corrup- 
tion. He ran for president in 
the 1 994 election on a plat- 
form promising reintegra- 
tion with Russia and a return 
to Soviet-style economic 
security — and four out of 
five Belarussians voted for 
him. 

It is an impossible ambi- 


tion. Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin formally signed a 
pact with Lukashenko last 
April promising a joint for- 
eign policy, joint border 
patrols, the sharing of 
Belarus military baseband a 
common policy on currency, 
credit and budgets ‘’with the 
aim of creating the condi- 
tions for a unified currency.” 

But Yeltsin, facing a presi- 
dential election, was just 
sucking up to the Russian 
nationalist right that longs to 
regain the empire's former 
territories, his real desire to 
merge Belarus's devastated 
Soviet-style economy with 
the increasingly market-dri- 
ven economy of Russia must 
be almost as slight as his 
wish to add millions of pra- 
Communisr voters to the 
Russian electorate. 

So Lukashenko is stuck 
trying to rejoin a state and a 
system that no longer exist 
— and as foe nonsensical 
nature of his promises 
becomes ever clearer, he is 
driven to ever more repres- 
sive measures domestically. 
Private businesses, never 
numerous, are being hound- 
ed into oblivion, the only 
independent periodicals 
have to print in neighbouring 
Lithuania, and the jails are 
filling up. 

We don't really need a 
Communist theme park 
where all the old abuses are 
lovingly repeated. We cer- 
tainly don't need one with 
10 million inmates. But that 
is what we are getting. 


Calamity 
and the 
utility 

“IN EVERY life some 

rain must fall “It 

never rains but pours.” 4A 
These two proverbs.* 
which find their equiva- 
lents in virtually every 
language, say a lot about 
life. Combined together, 
they state that calamities 
wifi befall man. There is 
simply no escaping them. 
That much is a foregone 
conclusion. 

Within this constant rule 
of life, however, there are 
two possible variations: 
One is that your life hap- 
pens to be rolling along on 
a particularly high note 
and you are skipping 
about with a hey-ho and a 
he\ -nonny-no dancing on 
your lips when disaster 
strikes, chasing foe gay 
tune from your lips and 
sinking you in the dol- 
drums. Alternatively, 
misfortune may choose to A 
rear its ugly head, proba-* * 
hi y thinking that it would 
be funny, at a moment 
when things are already as 
low as they can get, and 
you are sitting there with a 
sunken heart and a fur- 
rowed brow wandermg if 
life is worth it. 

Now disasters are not all 
of the same nature or mag- 
nitude. Some are clearly 
worse and more trying for 
the soul than others. In an 
urban domestic context, 
one of foe worst disasters 
is the failure of one of the 
three serv ices, water, elec- 
tricity, or the telephone. 
The reason why such a 
mishap; 'ho matter how 
slight, ranks so high 
among the list of adversi- 
ties is that you cannot sim- 
ply call a repairman and 
have the malfunction 
fixed. You need to call foe 
relevant utility, plead yourA 
case, and throw yourself ' 
at his mercy, armed as you 
are with nothing but infi- 
nite patience. The stan- 
dard procedure for a 
Jordanian so afflicted is to 
scour the earth to find or 
acquire a relation 
employed by that utility, 
who would exercise his 
good offices in order to 
effect the repair. 

Last week, however, 
when my telephone failed. 

I chose to depart from this 
time-honoured practice 
and put the system to foe 
test. I looked up foe rele- 
vant telephone number in 
foe directory, reported foe 
malfunction, and inquired 
when it may be fixed. The 
answer which I received 
was: “Bokra inshallah.” 

For those readers who are 
not fluent in Arabic, these 
words, literally translated 
mean “Tomorrow, God 
willing.'' Translated con- 
textually. foe phrase gen- 
erally tends to mean: “GOi 
forth and multiply, I can-' 
not be bothered to deal 
with you.” 

From past experience, I 
was certain that the latter 
meaning described foe 
case, and I started com- 
posing in my mind foe 
irate letter which I. would 
address, on the conclusion 
of the morrow, to foe 
superiors of this employ- 
ee. As things happened* 

mv expectations were 
proven wrong. The tele- 
phone was repaired as 
promised, and within foe 
promised time. 

Fine, it is not a new 
dawn for mankind; but it 
is a major step forward in 
the performance of the 
service-providing min* 
istries. I feel bound to 
express my admiration of i£ 
foe dynamic, effective, * 
and rapid pace of reform 
in the Ministry of 
Telecommunications, and 
my hope font other min- 
istries will follow suit 
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Restored Neolithic statues 
go on view in Washington 


“THE COMMUTERS.” one- conser- 
vator calls the 8-500-year-old statues 
from Ain Ghazal (“The Spring of the 
Gazelles”), in Jordan. Their blank 
expressions remind her of the empty 
stares people adopt while waiting for 
the bus or riding the subway. 

To others, the statues may look 
disconcertingly like the extraterres- 
trial creatures depicted in alien 
abduction stories. Whatever they 
remind you of. these objects project 
an eerie power, a power made all the 
more striking because they are 
among the oldest statues ever found. 

The statues date to the seventh 
millennium B.C. and were discov- 
ered in two batches, in 1983 and 
1985, on the outskirts of Amman: 
they are being restored in London 
and Washington, respectively. Work 
on the Washington group is nearly 
complete and the statues will go on 
display starting July 28, 1996, 
through April 6. 1997, at the Smith- 
sonian’s Arthur M. Sackler Gallery. 
The restoration efforts in Washing- 
ton are a great boon to Jordan 
because they~ cost the country noth- 
ing — the Smithsonian is paying the 
conservators’ salaries. With the cur- 
rent climate of federal budget cut- 
ting, a Smithsonian source told 
BAR, it is extremely unlikely that 
the Smithsonian would undertake 
such a project now. 

BAR enjoyed a behind-the-scenes 
look at the statues as restoration 
work was winding up this spring. 
Our guide was Carol A. Grissom, 
head of the project and senior 
objects conservator of the Smithson- 
ian's Conservation Analytical Labo- 
ratory. Around her lab were arrayed 
the statues themselves — some 
upright on specially created “feer” 
(actually epoxy putty placed inside 
the statue’s hollow, stumpy torso), 
some lying flat on a spongy cushion 
atop work tables. Grissom” joked that 
her team had nick-named individual 
statues after summer interns who 
had worked on the project 

To the right of the entrance to 
Grissom's lab stood the 4-foot by 
5.5-foot crate in which the statues 
had been shipped en masse from 
Jordan to Washington. Because of 
the fragile state of the statues when 


Statues discovered in Ain Ghazal area, east of Amman, are 
being restored at Washington ’s Smithsonian Institute. The 
British Museum to get two out of about 26 clay figures once 
restoration works are over. Biblical Art Review reports: 


they were discovered, the excavators 
decided to transport the entire block 
of earth in which the shattered stat- 
ues were found, rather than to extri- 
cate them fragment t by fragment. 
They cleared the area along the top 
and sides, placing aluminium foil 
over the statues; then they placed a 
crate around the earth in which the 
statues were embedded, leaving 
about a foot of air between the crate 
and the earth: next they poured 
polyurethane foam into the gap to 
protect the remains during shipment 
(the aluminium foil kept the foam 
from seeping onto the statues); then 
they placed the top on the crate. The 
most delicate stage followed — 
carefully digging underneath the 
finds, pushing a board beneath the 
block as they went. The crate was 
lifted and flipped over. Extra earth, 
now on top of the crate, was 
removed and replaced with foam 
before the crate was closed for ship- 
ment 

The conservators in Washington 
and London therefore not only 
reconstructed the statues but also 
excavated them in the lab. Seeiog 
where the pieces lay greatly helped 
Grissom and her team determine 
how they fit together. Although the 
statues had originally been buried 
face down; because the finds had 
been flipped over during packing, 
the statues lay face up in die crater 

The Washington lab received two 
single statues about 3.5 feet tall, two 
double-headed statues about 3 feet 
talL a double-headed statue only 18 
inches tall, and a head and an extra 
eye that conservators have not been 
able to associate with the other 
pieces. Light brown paint is still vis- 
ible in spots on at least two of the 
faces. 

The statues are made of soft, yel- 
lowish-whitish calcium carbonate 
— lime plaster. Grissom explained 


that the people who made the statues 
heated the rock to between 650 and 
900 degrees centigrade, allowed the 
rock to cool and then mixed it with 
water. The result was a wet paste, 
pliant enough to be workable but 
still tough and water resistant when 
dry. (A fragment immersed in water 
in the lab remained intact even after 
six weeks'). This technique, Grissom 
noted, is a precursor to ceramic Tech- 
nology. which explains the name 
applied to the civilisation of that era 
— Pre-Pottery Neolithic B. The 
same technique was used to make 
walls and floors. Unfortunately, so 
many trees were consumed .in the 
fires required to beat the limestone 
that deforestation led to the civilisa- 
tion's down-fall, according to some 
specialists. 

Before making the statues, the 
ancient sculptors first fashioned a 
crude model of a torso from reeds 
and then spun string tightly around 
reeds and placed them where the 
head would go: the plaster was then 
applied to the reeds and string and 
worked into the desired shape. The 
reeds and string deteriorated long 
ago, leaving the hollow plaster shell 
vulnerable to collapse. Grissom 
pointed out the striations left by the 
string and reeds on the insides of 
several of the statue fragments. To 
complete their handiwork, the Ain 
Ghazal sculptors highlighted the eye 
sockets and irises on the statues with 
black bitumen. 

Grissom next showed us three 
plaster burial masks from about 
7000 B.C., also recovered from Ain 
Ghazal, but from a different pit from 
the one in which the statues were 
found. They, too, will be exhibited at 
the Sackler. Like the statues, the 
masks were found face down. The 
local practice (similar masks have 
been recovered in Jericho, about 30 
miles to the southwest) was to allow 


dead bodies to deteriorate; after the 
jaw had decomposed, the skull 
would be removed and a mask 
placed over it. Grissom noted that 
the masks were made of a stronger 
plaster than the statues. 

After our visit to the Smithsonian 
lab, we spoke to Kathryn W. Tubb, 
who leads the joint British Muse- 
u m/University of London Institute 
of Archaeology team restoring the 
1983 finds. Five statues that her 
group restored between 1983 and 
1988 have been returned to Jordan. 
The London team resumed its work 
last September, and, in return for 
their efforts, the British Museum 
will be allowed to keep two of the 
restored statues. 

Tubb believes there are 26 statues 
(or parts thereof) among the 1983 
group, but because they are in worse 
condition than the Washington 
group she cannot be sure of die exact 
number. Tubb compared her task to 
completing “a humongous jigsaw 
puzzle.” The London group contains 
only single-headed figures with 
more paint than the Washington stat- 
ues and with green copper ore 
around the eyes. The London 
remains are thought to be, based on 
radiocarbon dating about 150 years 
older chan those in Washington. The 
London and Washington teams are 
in general working dong the same 
lines, though they are using different 
materials to hold the fragments 
together. Tubb and Grissom keep in 
close contact and have collaborated 
on a number of scientific papers on 
the statues. 

Tubb’s team has three more years 
to complete its work, but she warns 
that “the material may not be as 
compliant as that.” She explains, 
“We have a lot of delicate unpicking 
to do.” — Biblical Archaeology 
Review 


“We'll have you back together again in no time.” Carol A. Grissom (centre! and Har- 
riet Beanbien fit together the upper and lower halves of one of the Ain Ghazal statues 
during restoration work at the Smithsonian's Conservation Analytical Laboratory. 


Kabariti: Jordan will remain lifeline for Iraqis 


(Continued from page I) 

“Oppressing the other 
opinion and denying the 
right to protest against 
hunger and misery do not 
solve the problem. It can 
only make tilings worse,” 
said the statement that was 
issued after a meeting 
attended by 21 opposition 
deputies. 

“The government’s 
recognition on Monday that 
the majority of the 
detainees have been 


released because they were 
found innocent of sabotage 
charges means that the 
government has resorted to 
oppressive measures on 
purpose, not to mention the 
way the arresrs took place 
at nighL-that was in contra- 
diction with the prevalent 
laws, the Constitution and 
human rights charters and 
conventions,” the statement 
assert ecL 

“Therefore we call on the 
government to release all 
detainees and concentrate 


its efforts on dialogue, con- 
struction and reform as well 
as fighting corruption,” the 
statement added. 

Authorities have released 
112 detainees in the past 
week. Between 80 and 100 
people are believed to be in 
detention. A precise figure 
is still not available. At 
least five journalists are 
still among those detained, 
and they could probably 
face charges of involve- 
ment in or instigation of the 
riots. 


Israel approves settlement expansion 


(Continued from page 1 ) 
agreements, they are planting 
mines on the road to peace by 
continuing the settlement 
activity, confiscating lands 
and building bypass roads,” 
he said. “This government 
has one aim, to destroy the 
peace process." 

Mr. Erekat also expressed 
dismay at the “international 
silence" about Mr. 
Netanyahu's actions. 

“This silence worries us 
because they are treating 
Israel as a stale above the law 
and doing nothing against Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policies (which! 
mean the destruction of the 
peace process 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment, which took office in 
June, lifted a freeze on Jewish 
settlement building in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
imposed by the previous gov- 
ernment in 1992. 

Israel’s housing ministry on 
Aug. 20 said that it was draft- 
ing a plan to approve con- 
struction of 5,000 new homes 
in the West Bank. It was not 
immediately dear if the Kiry- 
at Sefer project was part of 
that plan. Housing ministry 
officials were- not available to 
comment. Kiryat Sefer is 
located west of Ramallah and 
just east of Israel’s pre-1967 
Middle East war border with 
the West Bank. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat meanwhile con- 
demned the demolition of the 
Palestinian Community Cen- 
tre as a new threat to the 
beleagured peace process and 
called on foreign govern- 


ments to press Israel to halt 
its “attacks on East 
Jerusalem." 

Police clamped a pre-dawn 
curfew on the neighbourhood 
and then hiked a bulldozer 
over the Old City walls to 
demolish the 120- square - 
metre structure, which a dty 
official said had been “built 
without authorisation and had 
been empty for some time.” 

A police spokesman said 
the demolition was ordered 
because the building had been 
•‘financed by the Palestinian 
(National; Authorin'” in vio- 
lation of Israel i-Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
agreements that the PNA 
may not carry out any official 
activity in the city. But a 
spokesman at the Orient 
House, the PLO’s unofficial 
headquarters in East 
Jerusalem, said the demol- 
ished building was part of the 
Bmj Al Laqlaq Society which 
provided services to handi- 
capped persons and the elder- 
ly and was used as a kinder- 
garten and childrens center. 

”Burj Al Laqlaq operated 
with Israeli authorisation and 
has no links whatsoever to the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty.” Fahtm Kilani said. 

Mr. Arafat responded to the 
demolition by calling repre- 
sentatives of the European 
Union. Russia and Arab states 
into his Gaza City office to 
complain about Mr. 
Netanyahu’s campaign 
against Palestinian institu- 
tions in East Jerusalem. 

“Arafat gave them letters 
for their leadership appealing 


for help to put an immediate 
halt to these Israeli attacks in 
East Jerusalem which are 
threatening the peace 
process,” said Nabil Abu 
Rdaina, a top Arafat aide. 

Palestinian groups in 
Jerusalem also protested the 
unannounced Israeli move 
and the police treatment of 
local residents during the 
operation. 

“While curfews have been 
common in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, they are 
almost unheard of inside the 
boundaries of ‘annexed 
Jerusalem’ where Israeli law 
is supposed to apply equally 
to all inhabitants," said a 
statement released by the 
Palestinan Centre for the 
Study of Non-Violence. 

The group said the 
destroyed community centre 
had been funded by 
international groups and for- 
eign embassies and served as 
one of the only recreation 
spots for children in the 
crowded Old City quarter. 

About 100 people held a 
protest march through the Old 
City, led by Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council Speaker 
Ahmad Korei and Han an 
Ashrawi, a minister in the 
PNA cabinet and deputy 
from East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat meanwhile 
called an unprecedented 
meeting for Wednesday of top 
Palestinian leaders living in 
the territories to discuss Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policy on East 
Jerusalem, Jewish settlements 
and other “recent develop- 
ments.'’ 


Egypt, Syria discuss peace talks 


Kuwait sizzles in torrid 
summer misery 


(Continued from page 1) 

exchange, Syrian officials 
said. 

Tension has increased 
between Syria and Israel, 
with reports of Syrian troop 
movements in Lebanon and 
missile test-firing by both 
countries. 

The Israeli daily Yediot 
Aharonor reported Tuesday 
that the army was anxious 
and confused by Syrian 
troop movements toward 
the Israeli border, though 
Israeli leaders have sought 
to play down concerns. 

In Paris, diplomats said 
U.S., Israeli and Egyptian 
officials met to discuss (he 
Middle East peace process 
and a proposed regional 
economic conference in 
Cairo. 

In an apparent confusion, 
the U.S. embassy had said 
on Monday the discreet 
meeting had already taken 
place, but the Israeli and 
Egyptian embassies said it 
began on Tuesday. 

“We were told that it had 
happened. We don’t know,” 
a spokeswoman . for the 
U.S. embassy said. 

“It's under way now,” an 
Egyptian embassy 

spokesman said. 

The secretive talks were 
believed to bring together 
U.S. Envoy Dennis Ross, 
Dore Gold, an adviser to 


(Continued from page 1) 

threatened to blow up the 
aircraft unless it was refu- 
elled and allowed to take 
off. 

The Sudan Airways office 
in Amm an said most of the 
passengers were Sudanese 
going to Jordan for medical 
treatment 

“Most of the Sudanese 
passengers on board were 
coining to Jordan for med- 
ical treatment” Justo 
Baba, station manager of 
Sudan Airways office in 
Amman, told Reuters. 

He said th& plane had 186 
listed passengers and 13 
crew — including 23 


Mr. Netanyahu, and Osama 
Al-Baz, one of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak’s 
advisers. 

Officials of all three 
embassies said the talks, at 
a time of great uncertainty 
in the Middle East peace 
process, were being 
arranged directly by their 
capitals, effectively bypass- 
ing the missions. Mr. Ross 
held consultations with 
French officials od Mon- 
day, but the U.S.. spokes- 
woman said he was not in 
touch with the embassy. 

The talks were expected 
to focus on the Middle East 
economic conference 
planned in Cairo in 
November which has been 
called into question by fric- 
tions between Israel and the 
Arabs since the election of 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

President Mubarak 
showed signs of reluctance 
about the conference last 
week, saying many Middle 
East states would not attend 
unless Israel ensured the 
peace process moved for- 
ward. 

Mr. Netanyahu, apparent- 
ly shaken by Mr. 
Mubarak's suggestion that 
he might cancel the sum- 
mit, later phoned the 
Egyptian president to tell 
him that talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation would resume soon. 


Iraqis, 14 Jordanians, one 
Syrian, one Saudi and one 
Palestinian. The rest were 
Sudanese. 

Mr. Baba said he was not 
certain where the Iraqi pas- 
sengers were heading. 

A number of anxious rel- 
atives have been phoning 
the airline’s office to 
inquire about the fate of the 
plane, Mr. Baba said. 

The hijackers had 
demanded to be flown to 
Heathrow, London's prin- 
cipal airport, bur British 
authorities rerouted it to 
Stansted, where all hijack- 
ings have been taken since 
the 1970s when facilities 
were set up there. 


By Inal Ersan 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — “I think God 
will send us to paradise. He 
would not put us in hell 
twice” said Al Sharqawi 
Ahmad, an Egyptian 

labourer sweltering in 

Kuwait’s summer sun. 

“Your excellency can fry 
an egg on my head,” he 
told alreporter, pointing to 
a sweating, hairless spot on 
the top of his head normal- 
ly protected by a white 
cloth soaked in water. 

Sizzling Kuwait City is 
the honest capital in the 
Gulf in midsummer, with 
temperatures in the shade 
regularly over 50 degrees 
centigrade (122 Fahren- 
heit). 

Kuwaiti officials say that 
from June to September the 
oven-like climate makes 
their city the honest in the 
world and creates a 
lifestyle supremely depen- 
dent on the air conditioner. 

“It’s like a sauna' — daily 
and free of charge” civil 
servant Najla Al-Fawzan 
said. 

Residents have devel- 
oped precautions, many 
involving cars, to beat the 
worst effects. Newcomers 
learn not to touch any vehi- 
cle or anything metal left 
for Jong in the sun. Some 
drivers use gloves to pro- 
tect against blistering 
steering wheels. 

Motorists are told not to 
leave any living thing — 
from babies to pets to pot- 
ted plants — in cars parked 
outdoors because they will 
start to bake. And going 
barefoot on hot sand will 
result in a trip to the doctor. 

“My baby looks as red as 
beetroot after a five-minute 
drive to market in the sum- 
mer,” said Huda. a Syrian 
housewife. 

A resident who had to 
push his American car after 
it broke down badly burned 
his hands on the body- 
work’s hot metal and need- 


ed medical attention. 

The best swimming pools 
in Kuwait are chilled, not 
heated. And doctors warn 
people not to swim in day- 
light to protect themselves 
from potential skin cancer 
and blisters. 

Trying to take a cold 
shower is no solution — 
the chances are that both 
hot and cold taps will spew 
out scalding water heated 
by the sun's onslaught on 
rooftop water tanks. 

Night brings little relief 
to anyone outdoors. Down- 
town, heat stored up in the 
day radiates powerfully out 
of concrete skyscrapers 
directly onto sweating 
pedestrians. In the desert, 
dust and intense heat com- 
bine to form a sweaty-, 
itchy hell. 

“The burning, fiery wind 
seems to scorch the very 
eyeballs.” British diplomat 
Harold Dickson wrote in 
the desert in 1936. 

But despite the country's 
annual grilling most of the 
1.8 million residents man- 
age to live comfortably 
thanks to round-the-clock 
air conditioning and the 
extreme aridity in summer 
Houses, cars, buses, 
shops, a pedestrian bridge 
— even army tanks and 
battle vehicles arc air 
conditioned. Car purchases 
are often decided on their 
air conditioning power. 

Sunstroke deaths are rare 
as nationals wear sensible, 
loose white robes and 
headcovering to curb the 
sun’s rays. 

And while Kuwait's tem- 
peratures are higher, other 
Gulf states often endure 
equal discomfort because 
the greater humidity ol 
their climates raises the 
head felt by the body. 

Relief comes in winter 
when Kuwait's climate ot 
extremes makes it the cold- 
est Gulf capital, with tem- 
peratures below 10 degrees 
centigrade (50 Fahrenheit). 
The importance of air 


conditioning is reinforced 
in very rare summer power 
blackouts, a disaster that 
happened for several days 
in the mid-1970s and again 
once in the mid-1980s. 

The universal solution is 
to abandon home or office 
and sit in air conditioned 
vehicles with the engine 
running. In the blackouts 
parents had to drive heat- 
distressed young children 
around for hours in the 
evening to try to get them 
to sleep. 

Most Kuwaitis spend the 
summer abroad to avoid 
the hottest months of July 
and August — only to 
complain about the heat in 
London and Pi iris, where 
air conditioning is less 
common. 

Asian and Arab outdoor 
labourers arc not so lucky. 
They usually work eight 
hours a day, sometimes in 
direct .sunlight. 

"We live ill an oven. It's 
so hoi it bums our face and 
there is no relief until kite 
al night, and only (hen if 
there is a breeze off the 
water” said u Bangladeshi 
fisherman in a corrugated 
iron shanty village at Doha 
north of the city. 

Some doubt official tem- 
peratures. A Canadian was 
shocked to sec a private 
gauge read 58 degrees 
centigrade ( 1 36 Fahren- 
heit) on a July day when 
the official reading was 
just 47.2 (117). 

But Kuwait does not set a 
temperature at which busi- 
nesses and state offices 
must shut. Labour law says 
work should slop only in 
unspecified "extraordinary 
circumstances.” 

And to some, heat means 
profit. Haji Amin, an Iran- 
ian grocer who stays 
indoors for most of his day, 
chuckles; “1 sell more ice 
cream, soft drinks and min- 
eral water in the summer.” 


Iraqi hijackers surrender 


8 




Economy 

Jordan separates politics from 
economics in dealing with Iraq 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 28, 1996 


Israel capital inflows drop 
sharply in first half of this year 


' AMMAN (AFP) — Jor- 
. dan, which openly accused 
Iraq of fomenting the bread 
riots in the kingdom, 
steered clear of cutting off 
ties in an effort to maintain 
vital trade links with its 
' neighbour. 

The government main- 
tains that Iraq was behind 
the Aug. 16 and 17 riots in 
four southern cities. 

The riots came after the 
' government withdrew 
bread subsidies following 
International Monetary 
Fund recommendations. 

Baghdad called the Jor- 
danian charges “lies calcu- 
lated to implicate Iraq in 
Jordan s internal prob- 
lems.” 

Amman is expelling dn 
a dmini strative employee of 
the Iraqi embassy at 
Amman and refusing to 
accredit the embassy’s new 
first secretary. The authori- 
ties also asked Baghdad not 
to extend the tour of duty of 
an embassy press attache. 


Jordan wants to keep 
exporting goods to the Iraqi 
market Jordanian politi- 
cians say. 

“It is clear that Jordan 
wants to protect its eco- 
nomic ties with Baghdad, 
especially its exports which 
Jordanian industries depend 
on,” a Jordanian economic 
official told AFP. 

‘‘Jordanian industrialists 
and ■ merchants, who have 
witnessed a deterioration of 
Jordanian -Iraqi relations 

for more than a year, have 
asked the government to 
separate politics from eco- 
nomics so as not to affect 
their businesses,” the offi- 
cial said. 

“The government mustn't 
overreact to Iraq because 
Jordan would not be able to 
take it economically, as it 
has not yet penetrated Gulf 
and Western markets,” 
industrialist Osman 

Nashashibi told AFP. 

Mr. Nashashibi said that 
his factory “exports 20 per 


cent of its production of 
computer paper to Iraq, as 
authorised by the United 
Nations.” 

“When we get an order 
from Iraq, we rush it 
through so as not to risk - 
getting caught up in politi- * 
cal developments that could 
affect our exports," he • 
added. 

Official figures show that 
between 1990 and 1991, 75 
per cent of Jordan's indus- 
trial exports went to Iraq, 
despite a U.N. embargo in 
force since the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait! 

“Exports have since fall- 
en, and some industries, 
created especially for the 
Iraqi market, have closed or 
are suffering badly,” a 
chamber of industry official 
said. 

Industries making deter- 
gents and foodstuffs, espe- 
cially edible oil. are in cri- . 
sis. Fifty per cent of their 
products went to Iraq. 

Other factories are being 


liquidated, such as a box 
factory, a textile factory and 
a factory that made 
polypropylene bags, the 
official said. 

Pharmaceuticals have 
also been hurt, especially 
the “Arab Centre for Phar- 
maceutical Industrialisa- 
tion,” a factory which 
exported 80 per cent of its 
goods to Iraq. 

Jordan also imports 
70,000 barrels of oil a day 
from Iraq. 

Payment for the oil is sub- 
tracted from Iraq’s debt, 
which has risen to $1.2 bil- 
lion. 

Because it is difficult for 
Iraq to pay, the Jordanian 
government guarantees 
exports to its neighbour. 
But in January, Amman 
halved these guarantees, 
which today come to $200 
milli on a year. 


TEL AVTV (R) — The risk 
of shekel devaluation virtu- 
ally halted borrowing of 
foreign currency by Israeli 
residents in the first half of 
the year, cutting capital 
inflows to $2 billion from 
$5.3 billion in the same 
period last year, the Bank 
of Israel said. 

But there was a continu- 
ing high level of investment 
by foreigners in Israeli 
companies, according to 
figures compiled by die 
supervisor of foreign cur- 
rency. 

Capital inflows of foreign 
residents totalled $1.4 bil- 
lion in the six months 
ended June compared with 
$1.1 billion. Such invest- 
ments were not speculative 
because they were not 
going into shekel interest- 
bearing .accounts, the cen- 
tral bank said. 

Capital inflows of Israelis 


totalled only $600 million 
in the first half of the year, 
compared with $4.2 billion 
in same period last year. 
Foreign currency borrow- 
ings by Israelis through 
local banks totalled $600 
million compared with $3.4 
billion. 

The Bank of Israel said 
that this was probably 
linked to the fact that the 
shekel’s exchange rate 
against the basket of cur- 
rencies had dropped almost 
to the lowest point of the 
fluctuation band and there 
was a greater risk of deval- i 
uation. 

The shekel can fluctuate 
in a trading band of 7.0 per 
cent above or below a slope 
designed to devalue the 
Israeli currency at six per 
cent a year against the bas- 
ket of key currencies. The 
market believes the central 
bank would intervene if the 


shekel-basket exchange 
rate were to reach the bot- 
tom of the trading band. 

The central bank figures 
show that financial invest- 
ments of foreign residents 
totalled $800 million in the 
first half of the year com- 
pared with $400 million in 
the same period last year. 
About half of this sum were 
investments in shares 
offered by Israeli compa- 
nies abroad. 

In addition, foreign resi- 
dents invested a net amount 
of $200 million in Israeli 
shares traded on the sec- 
ondary marker abroad and a 
similar amount in shares 
traded on, the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange. 

Foreign residents invested 
$700 mill ion in the first 
half of the year in non- 
financial assets, similar to 
the amount invested in the 
same period last year. 


Closure sends child labour soaring in Gaza 


IMF urges Turkey to implement stability programme 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
should implement a broad 
stabilisation programme 
to pave the way for rapid, 
sustainable growth, the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said in a new 
report on the country’s 
troubled economy. 

‘The government should 
act quickly to implement a 
major front-loaded fiscal 
adjustment combined with 
structural reforms" the 
IMF said in a report 
obtained by Reuters Mon- 
day. 

Prime Minister Necmet- 
tin Erbakan’s Islamist-led 

f tovemment, formed in 
ate June, has yet to unveil 
any comprehensive, stabil- 
isation package ortcragreer 
to fresh talks with the IMF 
for a stand-by- arrange- 
ment 

“Turkey has the poten- 
tial for rapid growth if it 
follows appropriate poli- 
cies," the report said. 

Turkey’s previous 
efforts to speed up privati- 
sation, rehabilitate loss- 


making pension institu- 
tions and local administra- 
tions, and reform the taxa- 
tion system have failed to 
produce any major 
progress so far. 

“TUrkey is likely to 
receive strong support 
from the international 
community if and when it . 
is ready to undertake such 
an effort," the report said. 

. The TYirkish economy is 
struggling with a public 
deficit of more than six 
per cent of its gross 
national product and infla- 
tion of around 83 per cent. 

Months of political tur- 
moil and lack of a multi- 
year reform . programme 
delay improvement in' the 
ecoiKray-'whicfr'ha®“been 
showing only an erratic 
growth pattern in the past 
decade. 

Turkish government 
officials and central 
bankers rule out any pos- 
sibility of a financial crisis 
in the short term, pointing 
to the country’s high for- 
eign currency reserves, at 


around $16 billion. 

• However, the IMF said 
past experience showed 
reserves could be depleted 
quickly by an adverse 
change in market senti- 
ment. 

“The weaknesses in the 
banking system that 
became apparent during 
1994 — such as inade- 
quate capitalisation for the 
circumstance in Turkey, 
lending to related parties, 
and excessive net open 
positions in foreign 
exchange — remain 
potential trouble spots,” 
the IMF report said. 

"The banking system 
could face, difficulties in . 
| qqapting,to^|lpw inflation j 

auteqip.ti^^hould redouj j 
ble tbeu™effbrts to ■ 
strengthen bank supervi- 
sion and enforce pruden- . 
tial requirements” it 
added. 

Three Turkish banks 
collapsed in the first half 
of 1994, shortly after a 
severe financial crisis 


shook the economy. 

The government grant- 
ed full guarantee of 
deposits to save the bank- 
ing system as part of its 
comprehensive austerity 
measures which later 
brought stability to finan- 
cial markets. 

The IMF said the guar- 
antee should be phased 
out gradually “as soon as 
conditions permit.’* 


GAZA CITY (AFP)— 
Child labour has soared in 
the Gaza Strip since Israel 
closed the territory in Feb- 
ruary, forcing thousands of 
pupils to quit school to help 
support their famili es, a 
Palestinian expen has said. 

“Before the closure, 
6,000 to 7,000 children 
between the ages of eight 
and 15 were working in the 
Gaza Strip, now the figure 
is 10 to 11,000,” said Fade! 
Abu Hein, a child psychol- 
ogist and adviser to the 
U..N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H*mi Arnold and MHca ArgHon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Mr. Abu Hein said that a 
study he conducted for 
UNICEF on the impact of 
toe Israeli closure showed 
that some 40 per cent of 
school-age children had 
been forced to give up 
classes and take menial 
jobs since February. 

Under the closure, 
imposed as a security mea- 
sure following a spate of 
suicide bombings by Pales- 
tinian militants, Israel 
revoked permits for tens of 
thousands of Palestinians to 
hold day jobs inside the 
Jewish state. 

Stricter security along toe 
Gaza- Israel frontier has 
prevented thousands more 
people from reaching jobs 
they had held illegally in 


Israel. 

Mr. Abu Hein said that for 
his study he questioned 
children in 300 selected 
families from districts 
around the Gaza Strip, 
which has a population of 
around 800.000. 

“Because of the poor eco- 
nomic situation in Gaza 
caused by the closure, we 
found that of the 300 chil- 
dren 44 per cent had quit 
school to work.” he said. 
Most of these children had 
fathers who had lost jobs 
inside Israel. 

Israeli authorities have 
begun easing toe closure, 
authorising 40,000 Pales- 
tinians from toe Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank to hold 
day jobs in Israel. 


THSAVK: 

TTTS! 


THE -BETTER HALF, ■ . By Glasbergen 

iGlASsaassl.- I 


THE Daily Crossword by Gerald R. Ferguson 


« — — — > * 

w— nsm. 

KULCC 


CLAYKE 


UNGATH 


Answer hum: 


Wa should 
racoid this 


where a train 

FULL OF CLOWNS 
GOT THEM. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ACROSS 
1 Yemen's capital 
5 Oaths of old 

10 Promote 
successfully 

14 Goddess of 
discord 

1 5 Cordage fiber 

16 Kind of bargain 

17 Parade confetti, 
at times 

19 Disembark 

20 Volcanic fallout 

21 Trials 

22 Exquisitely 
fragile 

24 Wobbles 

26 Move rapidly 
and nimbly 

27 1040 supplier 

26 More 

insubstantial 

32 Confidence 
games 

35 Fiber source 

36 Icelandic literary 
work 

37 Soliloquy start 

38 Biblical weapon 

39 Fountain 
throwaway 

40 Tangy fish 
sauce 

41 Steal a look 

42 Dispensed as 
charity 

43 Take the lead 

45 Weekday abbr. 

46 Versifier 

47 Debarkation 

51 Pursued 

54 No great shakes 

55 Overly 

56 Lima land 

57 Guard’s post 

60 Spoken 

61 Wide-eyed 

62 Glade 

63 “Kemo — " 
(Tonto) 

64 Affirmatives 

65 Part of P.T.A.: 
abbr. 

DOWN 

1 — ease (make 
comfortable) 

2 Greet the day 

3 Cubbyhole 


Ybstefday’s 


|1 12 |3 14 ■SIT |7 |8 19 ^HlOTii |12 |13 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumWes: RURAL FRAME DISARM CORNER 
Answer What the lawyers followed to keep In 
shape — "FIRW RULES 


“When I die, 1 want my ashes scattered 
wherever they'll most annoy 
your next wife." 


29 30 1 31 


1 32 133 134 


Peanuts 


T UAVF A ' 
NBA) PHILOSOPHY.. 
<1IFE 60E5 ON", 


GOOD 
FOR 
. YOU.. 


so what's 

ON TV? > 


NOTHING 
. MUCH.. 


1 48 149 ISO 


51 152 153 
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4 Request 

5 Oversights 17=75 

6 Revolutionary -4- ^ 

general E. 1 

7 Amo, — , am at * 1 

8 Party nosh L o 

9 Young plant iMfl 

10 Instant H e 

11 Spirit A L 

12 40-day period q “ 

13 Baronet’s j jjTjj 

spouse r-tt 

18 Pitchers 1 1 L 

23 Ready follower B H 

25 Cornerstone 31 

content A £ 

26 Steak cut _T 

28 Uke onion rings |t|a 

29 Adored one ■■ 

30 Adams or 

McClurg 42 — 

31 Author Ayn 44 Wt 

32 Men-only affair 45 Co 

33 Singer Natalie pul 

34 Sanction 47 Ad 

misdeeds So 

35 Sheepish 48 

comment the 

38 Indianapolis, 49 Co 

e.g. _ Ha 


mo ms, 
[e t U l_ 

A T O N^ 

[L O N G 


Gj^S L 

LAYS 


H E L ETn 
ALA Sji 
G I NlF 


M CI R_ 
L O 

in 

V A 

Eli 


M A l C l E 
A U K I s 
T RET 

T ADS 


42 — pass go 

44 Weed remover 

45 Converts into 
pulp 

47 Actress 
Sondra — 

48 “—just one of 
those tilings" 

49 Coward and 
Harrison 


|A|N|P 

HAL 

!£_L 

111 

o T E 

■ *| g 

NlD l L 
A m|o 

n|e|s 

A NS 


j. D 

l 

is u 

11 s 

H Al 

UB B 


[ i pony mowj 

> HOW WE'LL *4 
MANA6EWHEN 
t I'M TOO Old j 
^ TOGO our 
I TO WORK- 1 


1 WE'LL S 
SURVIVE 


THETHOUSHT , 
> OF OUST 

(reaching- | 

f OLD ASS \ 
f SGA8B9ME. j 
l HOW ABOUT J 



NO PROBLEM 
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50 Late bridge 
maven 

51 Naval noncoms: 
abbr. 

52 Wife of Zeus 
53'Hebron native 
54 R.R. terminals 
58 Fill.with . 

wonder 

• 59 Harem room 


Mutt’n’ Jeff 


^xU Desperate/ ^ 
XM&MSTOTOKE 

'the first job i see* 


oo 

CD 


/sparring 
PARTNERS 
WANTED/ 
GOOD RAV/ 

l APPLY 
SjAT ED'S 
J GYM 


r WHAT3 \ f TEETH' 

THAT 

YOU’RE. IS? ECS? 
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horoscope 
forecast for 

TUESDAY AUGUST 
28 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You can com- 
plete practical tasks which 
await your attention today 
and thereby you can gain 
the prestige and success 
which you desire through 
your career activities. 
Steer clear of a new con- 
tact which demands too 
much. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Tackle small 
detaiis today which still 
have to be completed in 
order to gain your person- 
al aims in the days ahead. 
Relax later this evening 
with vour loved ones and 
you can have a pleasant 
time with them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Give that secret 
plan more time and atten- 
tion today and you will be 
able to complete whatever 
assignment you have been 
given. Study whatever 
arises and you'll get a 
great opportunity to make 
any career activities suc- 
cessful. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Keep 
talking with close friend 
today until you have the 
matter nicely solved and 
thereby you can resolved 
any conflict which has 
risen. Confer with a finan- 
cial expert later tonight 
and make some plan of 
action for your funds. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get business matters 
completed today and be 
careful not to irritate you 
mate or you could experi- 
ence quite a significant 
amount of difficulty. 

Enjoy amusements later 
tonight wilh clever 

friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Some new 
outlet could brine you 
much progress today so 
proceed with caution ,so 
-that there ared.X.ariy -com- 
plication pre&Went in the 
days ahead. Accept condi- 
tions you can do nothing 
about and thereby you can 
have peace of mind. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You can han- • 
die business matters with 
others very well today and 
thereby discover that you 
can gain the prestige 
which is important. A 
close good friend can help 
you with your career 
activities, so consult with 
this person. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Com- 
plete arrangements with a 
fellow associate today and 
then be careful not to jeop- 
ardise your position mone- 
tarily with this individual. 
Later this evening you can 
speak to a bigwig and ask 
for his or her advice on 
business matters. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2 1 ) The morning today 
is good for finishing a pro- 
ject and then you can relax 
for some fun with close 
friends. Be alert to new 
outlets you may profit 
from in the days ahead and 
thereby you can put away — 
some funds for another 
time. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Take 
care of some personal dif- 
ficulty today or you will 
discover that if you let it 
linger for sometime you 
will not be able to control 
toe circumstances. Try to 
gain better benefits from 
your daily career activi- 
ties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Keep try- 
ing to improve today the 
situation at home so that 
you are able to diffuse and 
difficulties which could be 
present. Meet with influ- 
ential people later this 
evening to get your ideas 
across for some new pro- 
ject. 

PISCES: (February -20 to 
March 20) Handle practi- 
cal communications today 
and you will receive 
recognition from some 
authority figure for your 
ability to manage any 
complex situation. Take 
care not to disturb your 
family in any manner later 
thrs evening. 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quart 


la" kl! ‘ 

L-‘‘ 

, . 

A • “ 


'PCC',.’ .V 

UHh 


Jo I 



i. 

° I ln fDaaT 

857J 






^nesday, A u 


Sust I; 



. , ,"■* ’-UrA 

, ‘• 1;J -- \{ ' r - 
' 1.--- .... - - -ife- 

, . “ * ■■■*.*! ' 


.\j% _ 







.... ■ ■. 


f ast °r thr eat ^ 

for affair 


A .rP 


* t&*»r jilmj; 
« l Jutrjjs 
TW 

tfu ilxn.t 
f* pJtaU<, 

leave 

lays 

\! £ *. 1: i i - . 
1 “■ . 

• »J * • , 

•»r tr^n- 
'• jU^f- * • 

•rj V, 

^ >'< -••• 

Ste‘ .u •»-.«. 


- 'i.. 

V 

!TT,S» 

Cj. 


■ .c 


T-.. - 

-■ * 

r:: *■ 


China to auctic 
gold rail ticket 


;V'H ' ■ 

i 

•-» »■- 
i ; *■ ■ 

r* i«';- 

*.1 » ji\ f . ! S- 
M gw**: ’ •■» 

: -*'i' : •: .- 

ni .«■ \ 


• iMs» ■ -* 

Ui * 

«1» ■aj'.k w 

V .iv-' 

•' 

+ <%! 

«. :--i’ - 

,»-fT • . * . .* . 

►jj* > . V , 


. / ’ 

V-:* • 


■ ■» 

d »■-.••■■• 

S*. ! - • i 

tfc- 

A* -• ■ 

(mTI l- 
&f «. .... 
iff "•■ 

i y- ' 

cr. i**’- 

• ••• 

h^ t Li' • ' 

fcfs 

■ *»a\ 

Vf 

sjsc -. 

sia » •->* ' 1 
S' t5M« - 4 


wison 


Women mate 
good start at^ : 
cadet colfsc; 


\**' i 

*?• 

jTlSfV *** 

j 

tuba i 

rlirfiw ; 

lV i 

i 


ttfWMfWtfS 1 

miJSf 
► test Imrf- 


«* «* ^ 


V,* - - 

T > ;■ 
Sf'-C 
K'- - 


Business & Finance 


Toukan: New 
law on 

securities to be 
introduced 
before end of 
this year 

AMMAN (Petra) — In 
order to develop the 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) and encour- 
age foreign investments 
in the stock exchange, 
the government . will 
introduce a new law on 
securities before the 
end of 1996, according 
to a statement by AFM 
Director-General 
Umayya Toukan. 

“The new law which 
runs in conformity with 
the government’s eco- 
nomic reform pro- 
gramme is being drawn 
up by a group of spe- 
cialists from the AFM, 
the World Bank, legal 
consultancy offices in 
Jordan and local 
experts,” Dr. Toukan 
said Tuesday. 

The new law will pro- 
vide new instruments to 
organise the AFM’s 
functions, supervise the 
circulation of securi- 
ties, control the AFM’s 
operations and issue 
licences for the offices 
that provide financial 
services outside the 
banking systems, 
according to Dr. 
Toukan. 

“We started planning 
for the new law in 1992 
because the country 
lacks economic legisla- 
tions capable of han- 
dling, developing and 
supervising die AFM 
operations and it . is 
hoped that Xhe new law 
-would address imbal- 
ances and plug loop- 
holes in the present 
law,” added Dr. Toukan. 

The new law will cre- 
ate a securities corpora- 
tion which will be an 
independent govern- 
ment agency charged 
mainly with the task of 
re- organising, moni- 
toring and developing 
procedures connected 
with securities and 
their marketing in Jor- 
dan, be added. 

The law also provides 
for the creation of an 
institute specialising in 
securities to train 
cadres working in the 
financial markets and a 
special court to settle 
disputes connected 
with securities. 


Dubai bets on business boom 
from Iraq’s oil-for-food deal 


DUBAI (AFP) — Dubai, 
the Gulfs trade hub, 
expects a boom in business 
when Iraq gets the green 
light to stan buying food 
and medicine under its oil- 
for-food deal with the Unit- 
ed Nations. 

Officials and company 
presidents told AFP that 
Dubai will play a major 
role as a way station for 
goods sent to Iraq. 

“Instead of making orders 
(elsewhere I and waiting for 
them, they will be able to 
take direct delivery of the 
goods” from Dubai, said 
Ahmad A Banna, director 
of research at the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

“You find all kinds of 
goods in Dubai and at com- 
petitive prices. Dubai 


traders import in large 
quantities," Mr. Banna said. 
In 1995, around $20 billion 
in non-oil goods were 
imported, exported or reex- 
ported from Dubai. 

Dubai, one of the seven 
member states of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, “has 
huge warehouses, ports and 
an airport allowing it to 
meet the demands of neigh- 
bouring countries ” he said. 

“In the past there was 
trade between Iraq and 
Dubai and these ties will 
without doubt be reestab- 
lished if there is a total or 
partial lifting of the embar- 
go" imposed on Baghdad 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, he said. 

Iraq struck a deal with the 
United Nations on May 20 
allowing it to export $2 bil- 


lion worth of oil in return 
for badly needed food and 
medicine but under strict 
international controls 
which are still being 
worked oul 

One-third of the proceeds 
will finance U.N. opera- 
tions in Iraq and a UN. 
fund to provide war repara- 
tions. 

Iraq has already contacted 
Dubai about the easing of 
the embargo, renting two 
mg boats from the Dubai- 
based Mubarak Shipping 
Company needed to help 
ships move through the 
main Iraqi ports at Umm 
Qasr and Basra. 

“The two mgs have 
arrived in Iraq " according 
to the company’s director, 
Jumaa Mubarak, who 
added that his firm was 


“ready to transport goods to 
this country when the (oil- 
for-food) accord is 
finalised." 

He said that Dubai-based 
transport companies will 
have a big role to play in 
shipping goods to Iraq even 
if the imports come from 
other cities, since the emi- 
rate is the regional hub for 
the world’s freighters. 

Dubai and its free zone at 
Jebel Ali, the largest in die 
Middle East, serve other 
countries in the region with 
large cargo ships and tradi- 
tional wooden dhows. 

This suits Iraq which 
“lacks transfer facilities in 
its ports," which were dam- 
aged during the 1991 Gulf 
war and deprived of equip- 
ment because of the embar- 
go, Mr. Jumaa stud. 
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3 
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.02+ 
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12.6 

3.84 

5 

2bb0 
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*.5? 

4.70 
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.990 
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7.69 

6 
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.90 
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.01+ 
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0.00 

14 
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0.00 

2 

14J 
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.OBt ’ 

3.430 
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1 .3 

6.16 

7 
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2.37 
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9 

0.00 

15 
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0.00 

1 

100 
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41 
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a 

80 
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4.80 

.037 
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2.090 

5H ITFTna LIKES 
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9.17 
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2.18 
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<T 
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30 
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0.00 

a 
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1.05 

1.84 

.014 
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.960 
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9 

0.00 

7 
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1.00 
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0.8 
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.020 
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l 
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16.9 

3.81 
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9.4 

8.60 

9 
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0.00 

7 

3450 
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1.900 
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24.6 

0.00 

12 
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1.90 
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3.53 

1 

100 
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.53 


1.500 

1.060 
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9 
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17 
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9 

0.00 

9 
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4.700 
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0.00 

3 
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4350 
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.830 
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9 
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10 
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1.97 

1-9S 

.02- 

a. loo 

1.140 
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19 
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27.4 
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4 

2250 
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JOR. TRADE S’ AC. 
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Pessimism prevails among industrialists { 
at Sahab Industrial Estate ! 


** ACCORDING TO a study conducted by 
the Society of Investors at the Sahab 
Industrial Estate, the production capacity 
of 100 industries has fallen and the num- 
ber of shifts has dropped. The study which 
covered only 100 plants of the 325 plants 
operating at the estate showed that during 
the first seven months of this year, the 
production capacity stood at 45.7 per cent 
of the overall capacity compared to 62.56 
per cent during the same period of last 
year. The number of shifts shrank firom 
two to one, the study pointed out. 

Although exports rose slightly as they 
reached 42.15 per cent of the total produc- 
tion, the drop in sales was 4 1 .76 per cent 
during the first seven months of 1996 
compared to the same period in 1995, the 
study indicated. It pointed out that the 
decline in sales has necessitated a cut in 
the workforce by 22 per cent of the 1995 
employment level. 

A breakdown by the volume of assets 
showed that a total of 34 factories had 
assets in excess of JD 1 million each, 1 S 
had assets over JD 500,000, 14 with assets 


more than JD 100,000 and 15 plants with 
investments above JD 10,000. 

Of the 100 factories, 28.5 per cent sau 
the future to be better, 1 1 .5 per cent saw 
the situation staying the same while 60 per 
cent of the industrialists said that the situ- 
ation in the future will be worse. Expecta- 
tions of the industrialists until the end of 
this year ranged between 22 per cent see- 
ing a noticeable improvement. 1 S per cent 
expecting no change and t>0 per cent 
anticipating more decline. 

Asked about the investment climate 
only one per cent view it a> “very satisfac- 
tory" while 86 per cent said it was unsatis- 
factory'. Thirteen per cent said the im esl- 
ment was normal. 

The study revealed that 1 8 per cent of the 
industries covered in the survey achieved 
profits above 15 per cent in 1995. The 
remaining 82 per cent did not profit more 
than 15 per cent. Five per cent of the 
industrialists closed their businesses and 
terminated the work of their employees 
(A1 Ra’il 
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DAJANi 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . AH birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold : Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops ! 
6th circle, Amman ( 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810606 - 81 0609 
l Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HjAIG 

Professional Quality] in 

I Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
qur shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 

30% 


• Ftam •alarf*- 

mmtt20x30am 

Rink. Phone: CM042 
Sweficb »el: 823891 



ShebA 

Suite* 




HappHOaijS 

Petio&ient 


| OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

Umm uthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


asowiHcm 


OLYMP1C SIZE 
SWIMMING POO 

• TENNIS COUftT 

• HEALTH CLUB 
•SAUNA & JACUZBj 


Tel: 7561 BO 

Qnriio & tv station RD-I 



• .? 6 COMFORTABLY A 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

m FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

• SATELLITE TV. £ DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE UNES. 

• PARKON PREMIS ES. ^ 

• tv. hall. myO 


VV/U1.V, RFJU\D M/MU > S KIRI A 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Td 693399 
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L. 

\ FLATS 

E 

A 

\jflLLAS 

N 

1 
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G 

SERVICES\ 


I 829882-829883 I 


ft WE SEND 
i FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Ioterflora Membership ) 

* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


i 


Salma Inter Flowers 


i 


Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax : ( 811395 
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AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for rent in an iewdtent central location 

Area* 120, 250, 450 square meters 

Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 

Immetfeta dafivery ■ Ratea to be deter mined after Inspection^ 

VfediSaqra Streets 632643 
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\ Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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U.S. Open 


Agassi advances, breaks ranks with 
ATP Tour; Huber, Maleeva out 


*« 


NEW YORK (R) — Andre 
■Agassi at the centre of a 
1 controversy not of his own 
' making, began his 1996 
'U.S. Open campaign by 
recording his 100th career 
^ Grand Slam match win. 

The 1994 U.S. Open 
■champion and twice runner- 
up. rolled past 119th-ranked 
„Mauricio • Hadad of 
’'Colombia 6-3 6-3 6-2 in 92 
‘•■'minutes on Monday night. 

“I thought I went out there 
and took care of business 
'; from start to finish and 
Abased on that I couldn’t be 
•jnore pleased.” said Agassi, 
-who wore a long-sleeved 
^jersey in solid blue save for 
-The omnipresent Nike logo. 
*- Agassi broke out of a 
.'four-month slump, which 
" included miserable show- 
ings at the French Open and 
Wimbledon, by winning the 
men's singles Olympic gold 
medal in Atlanta earlier this 
month — a feat he consid- 
ers life-changing. 

“The Olympics is not just 
a year making event, it's 
career making,” be gushed. 

* • But while still riding his 
'gold-medal high, Agassi 
found himself drawn into a 
battle royal between the 
ATP Tour and the U.S. 
Tennis Association brass. 

Agassi was chief benefi- 
ciary of the USTA decision 
M to deviate from the comput- 
er rankings in making the 
feedings when he was pro- 
moted from last week's 
ranking of eight to the sixth 
1 seeding. 
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A near insurrection erupt- 
ed when irate players fumed 
over the demotion of top 
Europeans Thomas Muster 
and Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
while charging that the 
USTA decided to monkey 
around with the seedings in 
part to keep Agassi from 
running into Pete Sampras 
before the final weekend. 

While the top players 
were almost unanimous in 
their scorn for what they 
considered a lack of respect 
for the ATP rankings, 
Agassi on Monday broke 
ranks and defended the 
USTA. 

“I don’t worry about real- 
ly where I’m seeded," said 
the popular Las Vegan who 
won the U.S. Open as an 
unseeded player. 

“I got the better end of the 
deal," he admitted. “By the 
same token I was a little dis- 
appointed with the ATP 
choosing this as their fight 
to fighL 

Agassi said he was pre- 
pared to give tournament 
officials the benefit of the 
doubt and he was none too 
pleased to find the ATP 
holding him up as an exam- 
ple in its charges of USTA 
tampering with the draw. 

“I’ve gone to bat for the 
ATP and it's kicked me in 
the ass in more than a few 
ways,” he said. 

“I'm just thinking about 
my tennis to be quite hon- 
est/ 1 he insisted. 

“If I can put together a 
couple of good weeks and 


mi 



Andre Agassi returns a shot to Mauricio Hadad of 
Colombia during their first-round match at the U.S. 
Open in New York. Agassi, a former champion, is seed- 
ed sixth (Reuters photo) 
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Gabriela Sabatini returns a backhand shot to Canada's 
Patricia Hy-Boulais during the first round at the U.S. 
Open. Sabatini is the 15th seed (Reuters photo) 


finish strong and maybe win 
then I can consider back on 
the field of play, a pair of 
women’s seeds were sent 
packing on opening day of 
the year's final grand slam. 

Sixth-seeded German 
Anke Huber, this year's 
Australian Open runner-up, 
fell victim to a miserable 
draw, beaten 6-1 2-6 6-2 by 
17th-ranked South African 
Amanda Coetzer. 

“I wasn’t happy when I 
saw it,” she said of her first- 
round assignment. ‘‘She was 
the first non-seeded player. I 
wasn’t happy with the draw 
at ail. that' j. for sure.” 

;..^SQ gone- is, 12th seed ■ 
Magdalen^. Maleeva of ! - 
Bulgaria,’ picked off by . 
Polish youngster 

Aieksandra Olsza. 

And three more familiar 
faces joined a lengthy list of 
withdrawals due to injury. 
Former number one players 
Mats Wilander and Jim 
Courier, who was to be 
seeded eighth, pulled our on 
Monday, as did women’s 
ninth seed Mary Joe 
Fernandez. 

American Chanda Rubin, 
who would have been seed- 
ed 11th and French Open 
champion Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov withdrew late 
last week. 

The fourth-ranked 

Russian star offically suf- 
fers from a rib injury, but 
claimed hurt feelings over 
the rankings snub in a later 
statement. 

“I feel bad for Yevgeny," 
Agassi said. “I personally 


feel he’s a better player than 
seven, no question." 

A pair of Agassi's seeded 
compatriots preceded him 
into the second round mon- 
day. 

Michael Chang, promoted 
from third in the world to 
the second seed, shook off 
some opening day jitters to 
post a 3-6 6-1 6-0 7-6 win 
over Brazilian * Jaime 
Oncins, the man Jimmy 
Connors beat for his final 
U.S. Open victory. 

And surprise Wimbledon 
runner-up MaliVai 

Washington, seeded 11th, 
scored a four-set win over 
■Karim-* Alanii :: of 'Nitllbcco 
(See separate story below). • 

Tuesday’s r st^crammed 
second-day schedule fea- 
tured openers for top-seed- 
ed defending champions 
Pete Sampras and Steffi 
Graf as well as first-round 
matches for women's co- 
number one Monica Seles, 
Olympic gold medallist 
Lindsay Davenport and 
third seeds Thomas Muster 
and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

Two-time U.S. Open win- 
ner Stefan Edberg will also 
make what could be his 
final Grand Slam appear- 
ance unless he can get past 
reigning Wimbledon champ 
Richard Krajicek, the fifth 
seed. 

’T think Stefan Edbe-rg is a 
professional that every 
young person, every athlete 
should strive to emulate,” 
Agassi said in tribute to the 
retiring Swede. 


Marlboro 
ends FI 
sponsorship 


LAUSANNE (APj — 
Philip Morris Europe 
announced Monday it was 
withdrawing its sponsor- 
ship of die McLaren 
Formula One auto racing 
team three years after the 
team won its last champi- 
onship. 

The German tobacco 
company Reemtsma 
immediately said it would 
step in to take over spon- 
sorship with its west 
brand of cigarettes for 
five years. No" amounts 
were mentioned for the 
value of. either sponsor- 
ship. 

A joint Philip Morris- 
McLaren announcement, 
which came at the time of 
year when sponsorship 
arrangements in the sport 
usually change, suggested 
the tobacco company was 
still interested in sponsor- 
ing Formula One racing. 

Philip Morris' Marlboro 
brand has been sponsor- 
ing McLaren for 23 years, 
but the team has won only 
one year since Honda 
stopped providing • its 
engines to the team in 
1992 after five straight 
championships. 

“We are. of course, dis- 
appointed that we were 
unable to reach an agree- 
ment” to renew sponsor- 
ship for another year, Ron 
Dennis, managing direc- 
tor of McLaren interna- 
tional, said in the state- 
ment. 

Walter Thoma, presi- 
leht of Philio Morris' 



continue to to participate 
in Formula One in a 
meaningful and signifi- 
cant way.” 

“We wish McLaren 
renewed success in the 
future,” said Thoma. 

With only three grand 
prix races left, McLaren 
has yet to win this year. 

A Reemtsma-McLaren 
statement said the new 
arrangement was for five 
years and noted that 
McLaren ’s engines are 
now supplied by the 
German carmaker 

Mercedes-Benz. 

“Mercedes-Benz have 
communicated to us their 
total commitment to the 
west-McLaren partner- 
ship.’' said the statement. 


Wimbledon just a fond memory for 
Washington at Open 


NEW YORK (R) — 

Malivai Washington 

enjoyed the highlight of his 
tennis career this summer 
by reaching the Wimbledon 
final, but, of course, he 
knows that doesn't mean 
anything at the U.S. Open. 

“It's a memory," the 11th- 
seeded Washington said of 
Wimbledon after beating 
Karim Alami on the open- 
ing day of the U.S. Open 
Monday. 

Last month. Washington 
became the first unseeded 
Wimbledon finalist since 
Boris Becker in 1985. But 
as he said, “that's in 
England, we’re in the 
States. 

“That's grass, this is hard- 
COUltS. People there are nor- 
mal, people here in New 


York are weird.” he said 
after his 6-4 2-6 7- 6 6-1 
victory. 

“Whatever the wierdness 
of your mind can conceive 
you can find it in New 
York.” he said. “It’s totally 
different It's a totally new 
tournament” added 

Washington, who also 
began his Wimbledon cam- 
paign with a four-set victo- 
ry- 

“I mean guys aren’t all of 
a sudden going to roll over 
and die just because made 
the finals of Wimbledon,” 
said Washington, who hur- 
ried off tiie sun-baked 
National Tennis Centre sta- 
dium court for treatment of 
an upset stomach after the 
two and half hour struggle 
against the Moroccan. 


Washington has not 

played well this summer 
since losing the Wimbledon 
final to Dutchman Richard 
Krajicek. 

His best result was a quar- 
terfinal berth at the 

Olympics and last week he 
lost in the third round at the 
Canadian Open. However, 
Washington is confident 
about his prospects of having 
a good Open, which means at 
least sticking around for a 
projected fourth-round 
encounter with sixth-seeded 
countryman Andre Agassi. 

“Now, I know I can get to 
the finals of a Grand Slam. I 
think I expect bigger things,” 
said the 27-year-old 
Washington. 

“Playing Andre, that would 
be a pretty nice meeting." 



USA’s Malivai Washington, seeded eleventh, reaches to 
make a return against Karim Alami of Morocco during 
the first round at (he U.S. Open (Reuters photo) 


N.Y. Mets fire manager 


NEW YORK (R) — The New York Mets fired man- 
ager Dallas Green and replaced him with Bobby 
Valentine on Monday. 

The Mets, who had been expected to contend for a 
wild-card berth in the playoffs but instead are 13 
games under .500, just completed a 2-7 West Coast 
.road trip and are a disappointing 59-72 this season. 
They are in fourth place in the national league east, 
23 games behind first-place Atlanta. 

“We have not done as well as anticipated. The 
progress has been slower than expected,” Mets gen- 
eral manager Joe McDvaine said. 

Valentine, a native of nearby Connecticut, has been 
long-rumoured as Green’s successor and was man- 
aging the Mets' triple-a affiliate in Norfolk. 

Valentine, who will make his debut Tuesday night 
when the Mets host the San Diego Padres, managed 
the Texas Rangers from May 19S5 until he was fired 
in July 1992. He also managed in Japan. 

“One thing I know about living and growing up in 
this area is that it’s an emotional area," Valentine 
said. “And emotion drives many of the people in this 
area, yet, they know their sports. ... I'm confident 
that the decision will come back in my favour .... 
This is as great an honour as you can have.” 

The Mets also fired bench coach Bobby Wine and 
pitching coach Greg Pavlick and named Bob 
Apodaca pitching coach. Apodaca is a former Met 
and the pitching coach for Valentine at Norfolk. The 
rest of the coaching staff is expected to complete the 
season. 

New York was expected to contend for a wild-card 
berth after a strong second-half finish in 1 995. but 
the team suffered a series of injuries and several 
young players failed to live up to expectations. 

New York closed its most recent road trip with four 
straight losses, including a 6-5 defeat on Sunday in 
which it squandered a 4-0 lead. 

“The main thing we are looking for is a new 
approach, a new touch.” McZIvame said. “We feel 
these two people (Valentine and Apodaca) are the 
best two teachers in the organisation. Players come 
to the major leagues quicker. There is a need for 
more on-the-job training.” 

The 62-year-old Green had a 229-283 record since 
taking over as Mets manager on May 19th. 1993. He 
also managed the Philadelphia Phillies from 1979- 
81, the Chicago cubs from 1982 to 1987 and the New 
.York Yankees in 1989. 

Green led the phillies to the world series champi- 
onship in 1980 and the Cubs to the NL east division 
crown in 1984, their first title of any kind in 39 years. 
He has an all-time managerial record of 454-478. 

The Mets become the fourth team to change man- 
agers this season. Rene Lachemann was fired by the 
Honda Marlins and brother .Marcel Lacbemana . 
resigned as manaj|$. I '"6£ “California Angels. 
Tommy Lasorda the Los Angeles 

Dodgers due to health reasons. 


Graham favourite to 
replace Ball at Man. City 


LONDON (AFP) — Alan 
Ball has quit as manager 
of Manchester City — 
leaving George Graham a 
potential route back into 
football. 

The former Arsenal 
chief, who has now 
served the ban imposed 
when the Football 
Association found him 
guilty of misconduct over 
the infamous ‘bungs’ 
affair, heads a list of big 
names being linked with 
the unexpected vacancy. 

Kenny Dalglish, who 
last week parted company 
with Blackburn. Bruce 
Rioch, another ex- 
Arsenal boss, who was a 
derby teammate of Maine 
Road chairman Francis 
Lee, and former city play- 
er Steve McMahon, cur- 
rently in charge of their 
first division rivals 
Swindon, are also being 
mentioned. 

But Graham, reportedly 
considered for the job 
before Bali was appointed 
to replace the sacked 
Brian Horton in July 
1995. was believed to be 
at the head of Lee’s want- 
ed list. 

Former Blackpool, 
Portsmouth, Stoke. Exeter 
and Southampton manag- 
er Ball departed with 


newly-relegated City 15th 
in the first division table 
after two defeats in their 
first three games. 

His decision ended a 
traumatic spell at the 
Maine Road helm which 
began with a nightmare 
run during which City 
claimed only two points 
from a possible 33 at the 
start of the 1995-96 pre- 
miership campaign. 

Although their form 
improved over the second 
half of rbe season, they 
were unable to avoid rele- 
gation on goal difference. 

Ball paid the ultimate 
price for repeating a fail- 
ure which has now led to 
the departure of 14 man- 
agers in a quarter of a cen- 
tury at Manchester- City. 

Maine Road does not so 
much have a hot seat as an 
electric chair and. while 
former chairman Peter 
Swales came under fire 
for being the chief execu- 
tioner during his 20-year 
grip on the club, Francis 
Lee has shown in the two 
years of his reign that he 
too is willing to flick the 
power switch. 

Malcolm Allison 
(twice), Ron Saunders, 
Tony Book. John Bond, 
Billy Mcneil. Peter Reid 
and Brian Horton. 


The list is a who's who 
of men who have failed to 
stir a sleeping giant which 
has fallen into a deep 
slumber since the heady 
days of the Joe Mercer era 
when City lifted the 
league championship. FA 
Cup. League Cup and 
European Cup winners' 
cup in the space of three 
glory-laden seasons with 
lee, the player, at the fore. 

Ball, who helped 
England win the World 
Cup in 1966. found the 
challenge of reviving City 
beyond him. 

He won 72 England 
caps between 1965 and 
1975 and played for 
Blackpool, Everton, 
Arsenal. Southampton 
and Bristol. 

He also had spells in the 
U.S. as player-boss of 
Philadelphia 

Fury, Canada as player- 

manager of Vancouver 

WhiteCaps and Hong 
Kong with Eastern. 

He had managed 
Portsmouth, Stoke, Exeter 
and Southampton before 
going to Maine Road in 
July. 1995. 
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CINEMA . TEL: 634144 *...... TEL'699238: . 



JADE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


I 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


;ONEMAt :r T V 'TEL:. 677420 


CONCORD “1” 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 3:30, 630. 8:30 

Fire Game 

Shou/s: 12:30, 5:00, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
Ahmad 2!aki....in 
Naser 56 (Arabic) 

Shows: 12:00, 3:15. 5:45, 8:15, 10:45 


v$!hmpeh Theatre * Cinema V Nabali* JHsftarn’s TFiP»f**o 

^V: • TEL: 62fitgv 


: TBj 618274 - 61 8275. 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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France call ^ 


up two 
strikers for 
friendly 


PARIS <R> — French 
manager Aime Jacquet. 
criticised after adopting 
defensive tactics in the 
European soccer champi- 
onship. has selected 
France’s two most promis- 
ing strikers for a friendly 
against Mexico on 
Saturday. 

Olympic team members 
Pierian Maurice and 
Robert Pires. both left out 
of Euro 96. were called up 
to give an attacking edge 
to the national side who 
prepare for the World Cup 
to be held at home in 
1998. 

“We're starting a new 
two-year campaign aim- 
ing at the highest possible 
target in football.” Jacquet 
said. 

“We can rely on the 
experience of Euro 96 and 
we wane to go on with the 
work we have undergone 
there. But it is also our 
duty to improve, especial- 
ly up front." 

With Maurice and Pires. 
who play for Lyon and 
Metz respectively. Jacquet 
has decided to bet on the 
future rather than to recall 
veterans Eric Cantona, 
David Ginola and jEan- 
Pierre Papin. 

•‘Nothing is at stake in 
the matches we are going 
to play from now on. We 
can thus deal freely and 
quietly with our attacking 
problems." he said. 

“Maurice and Pires are 
joining us to play and I 
wish to use them as much 
as I can." 

j .Eor/he first, time in the 
history' of French soccer, 
nonetfjf the fift&tfefenders 
called up by Jacquet plays 
in the domestic league. 


f) 


O 


■/; 


h 




r 






9 






% : 
kt' r 


- r*- 


•VI 

tv- 




oman pardoi 
-*r cleans swot 





’xzz. - 






5.5SJ: SR. 




I 





"7 * v*_ 



.r" -r 









v> 



% 


i * 




? 

M 

■i 

<» 

* 


* 



t 



Sports 
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Giants edge Phillies; Astros lose 


SAN FRANGSCO (R) — 
William Vanlandingham 
pitched eight scoreless 
innings and Glenalien Hill 
drove in the game’s only 
run with a first-inning sin- 
gle as the San Francisco 
Giants claimed a 1-0 victo- 
ry over the Philadelphia 
Phillies on Monday. 

Vanlandingham . (8- 13), 
who entered the game with 
one complete game in the 
first 56 starts of his career, 
limited the Phillies to two 
hits and two walks with 
four strikeouts. 

‘'We’ve been working all 
year on my follow-through. 


and I really concentrated on 
that.” Vanlandingham said. 
“It gave me more life in all 
of my pitches, so the ball 
moved more.” 

At Colorado, Andres 
Galarraga homered and 
drove in three runs as the 
Colorado Rockies had 10 
extra-base hits and Billy 
Swift won his first game in 
almost a year in a 9-5 rain- 
shortened seven-inning vic- 
tory over the Cincinnati 
Reds. 

Swift (1-0), who made his 
first start since June 3rd and 

underwent arthroscopic 

surgery on his right shoul- 


der earlier in the season, 
allowed five runs and six 
hits in five innings. 

In Houston, Andy Benes 
allowed two runs over 
seven innings and Royce 
Clayton had a run-scoring 
single in the seventh to lift 
the Sl Louis Cardinals to a 
3-2 victory over the Hous- 
ton Astros. 

Benes ( 14-9) allowed five 
hits, walked five and struck 
out 10 for his 11th win in 
12 decisions. The Cardinals 
moved within one-half 
game of first-place Houston 
in the National League 
Central Division. 


Yankees lose as Orioles down A’s 


BALTIMORE (R) — Cal 
Ripken's bases-loaded walk 
scored Brady Anderson with 
the winning run in the bot- 
tom of the 10th as the Balti- 
more Orioles regained con- 
trol of the top spot in the 
wild-card race with a wild 
12-11 victory over the Oak- 
land Athletics. 

Trailing by a run entering 
the 1 1th. the Orioles rallied 
against Oakland reliever 
Mark Acre (0-2) with a walk 
and a triple by Brady Ander- 
son to tie the game. Then 
Oakland manager Art Howe 
decided to intentionally 
walk Rafael Palmeiro and 
Bobby Bonilla to load the 
bases but Acre was nowhere 
near the plate to Ripken. 

The decisive pitch nearly 
hit Ripken and gave the Ori- 
oles a one-half game lead 
over the Chicago White Sox 
in the wild-card race. 

In Seattle, Jay Buhner's 
eighth-inning single 

snapped a tie as the Seattle 
Mariners edged the New 
York Yankees 2-1 in the 
opener of a three-game 
series. 

New York starter Jimmy 


Key left the game in the first 
inning after Seattle short- 
stop Alex Rodriguez lined a 
shot off his left elbow. 

The Yankees have lost 12 
of their last 19 games and 
their lead in the AL east 
over Baltimore fell to five 
games. 

At California, Tim Wake- 
field pitched a six-hitter for 
his third complete game of 
the season and Mo Vaughn 
and Troy O’Leary hit solo 
home runs in the second 
inning as the surging Boston 
Red Sox won their third 
straight 4-1 over the Cali- 
fornia Angels. 

Boston has won seven of 
eight and is 20-6 since 
August 2nd. The Red Sox 
are two games over .500 for 
the first time this season. 

In Chicago, Cal Eldred 
pitched 5-1/3 scoreless 
innings and John Jafaa 
scored one run and doubled 
in another as the Milwaukee 
Brewers held off the slump- 
ing Chicago White Sox, 3-2. 

Eldred (6-5) walked one 
and struck out three. Angel 
Miranda retired one batter 
and Bob Wickman retired 


the next four but loaded the 
bases in the eighth. 

In Detroit, Jim Thome’s 
solo homer in the ninth 
inning snapped a tie and 
Charles Nagy pitched - a 
three-hitter for his first win 
in over a month, leading the 
Cleveland Indians to their 
11th straight victory over 
the Detroit tigers. 2-1. 

With the score tied 1-1 in 
the ninth, Thome hit a 2-2 
pitch from starter Felipe 
Lira (6-11) over the left- 
field fence for his 29th 
homer. 

In Toronto, Juan Guzman 
allowed three runs over 
seven innin gs to make 
homers by Joe Carter and 
Carlos Delgado stand up as 
the surging Toronto Blue 
Jays held off the Minnesota 
Twins, 5-3. 

Toronto returned home 
from a 10-game road trip 
and won for the eighth time 
in nine games as Guzman 
(11-8) allowed nine hits and 
struck out eight without a 
walk. 


lAuiei-ican League-’ 
Eastern Division 


Major League Standings 
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’National League, , ... 
Eastern Division 


New York 
Baltimore • 
Boston 
Toronto 
Detroit 

Central Division 
Geveland 
Chicago 
IMinnesota 
Milwaukee 
Kansas City 


W L Pet Gb 

74 56 .569 - 

69 61 .531 5 • 

67 65 .508 8 

62 70 .470 13 

47 84 .359 27 1/2 


Atlanta ■ 
Montreal 
Florida' 
New York 
Philadelphia 


, •»% iy;. I • , . 

W L Pet Gb 
81 48 .628 - . 

70 59 -543 ' II 
61 70 .466 21 
59 72 .450 23 
53 79 .402 29 1/2 


78 53 .595 - 

0 63 .526 9 
65 66 .496 13 

63 69 .477 15 1/2 

59 73 .447 19 1/2 


Western Division 
[Texas 5 56 .573 - 

Seattle 67 63 .515 7 1/2 

Oakland ' 63 71 .470 13 1/2 

(California 61 70 .466 14 


Central Division ■ 

Houston 70 62 .530 - 

St Louis 69 62 .527. 1/2 

Chicago 64 64 .500 4 

Cincinnati 64 66 .492 5 

Pittsburgh 55 75 .423 14 

Western Division 
San Diego 72 60 .545 - 

Los Angeles 70 60 .538 1 

Colorado 69 63 .523 3 

San Francisco 56 73 .434 14 1/2 


Sharpe hits 
winner to 
ease pressure 
on Leeds 


LEEDS (R) — Winger Lee 
Sharpe hit a superb strike 
from the edge of the penal- 
ty area to give Leeds their 
first win of the season on 
Monday and leave hapless 
Wimbledon anchored at the 
bottom of the England pre- 
mier league. 

Sharpe repaid a huge 
slice of the 4.5 million 
pound (S6.98 million) fee 
Leeds handed Manchester 
United for his services with 
a top-draw second-half 
goal to hand Wimbledon 
their third successive 
defeat 

Ian Rush, the Welsh strik- 
er signed from Liverpool in 
the close season, set up the 
goal, feeding Sharpe as he 
galloped forward and the 
former England winger cut 
inside onto his unfavoured 
right foot to arc a shot into 
the right-hand comer of the 
neL 

The only goal of the 
match also brought some 
relief for under-fire Leeds 
manager Howard Wilkin- 
son following the team's 
poor stan ro the season. 
Home fans frequently 
booed their own side until 
sharpe turned the jeers to 
cheers. 


Beds 

sign 

Real 

forward 


MADRID (AFP) — Real 
Beds .Sevilla completed the 
r,200 n&iion' peseta ($9.6 
million) signing of Real 
Madrid forward Alfonso 
Perez on Tuesday. 

Perez joined Betis on 
loan last season and was 
due to return to Madrid but 
he asked for a transfer 
when Fabio Capello took 
over as real coach because 
he feared the former AC 
Milan coach would not 
include him in his first- 
team squad. Betis also got 
Perez’ brother Ivan and 
Real Madrid’s B team goal- 
keeper Valerio as part of 
the deal. Real were expect- 
ed to use the transfer fee to 
buy Brazilian forward 
Flavio Conceicao. 


Romania club boss 
banned for headbutt 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
The Romanian soccer 
federation has banned 
first division club Jiul 
Petrosani’s president 
Miron Cozma for two 
years for headbutting a 
visiting team player, a 
federation statement 
said. 

Romania’s soccer 
bosses also fined 
Cozma, a well-known 
miners’ union leader, 10 
million lei ($3000) for 
the half-time attack on 
Dinamo Bucharest's 
Danut Lupu last Sun- 
day. 

Miners led by Cozma 
rioted in Bucharest in 
1990 and 1991, bring- 
ing down the reformist 

f ovemment of premier 
etre Roman. 

Cozma is awaiting 
trial for assault ana 
criminal damage in a 
bar in his home town of 
Petrosan, 300 kms west 
of Bucharest 
The attack on Lupu 
came during a tunnel 
skirmish between 
opposing players as 
they left the field. 

“Cozma’s blow was 
not too painful because 


Tra a tall man,” Lupu 
told Reuters on Tues- 
day. Lupu is one of the 
tallest players in Roma- 
nia’s first division, tow- 
ering over Cozma by 
some 17 ems, 

Jiul Petrosani, pro- 
moted to the first divi- 
sion this year, won the 
league game 1-0. 

Cozma is barred from 
taking part in any offi- 
cial soccer activity dur- 
ing the ban. 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY-FURNISHED APART- 
MENT, 200 SQ.M . 

LOCATION: NEAR MINISTRY OF YOUTH AND AL 
BUSTAN RESTAURANT ( TLA'A AL ALI) IN A QUITE 
AREA . 3 BEDROOMS, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, 
SPACIOUS RECEPTION, GARAGE AND GARDEN . 

PLEASE CALL TEL,: 603140 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

| Consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining 
room , area 185 sq.m. Location: Tla’aAI Ali 

[ For more information call Tel.: 666060 mornings | 
and 687164 afternoon 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 699634, 6684311 


r CAREER 0PP0RTUNITV 

An international Mfg. Co. for metal ceiling systems and finishing materials, 
located in Saudi Arabia is seeking to hire qualified staff for the following positions: 

A) Sales Manager / Marketing Manager: 

• Minimum 5-7 years experience in sales or marketing. 

• Bachelor and/or Masters degree in management or marketing. 

• Fluency in Arabic and English. 

• Technical background is an asset. 

B) Sales Representative 

• Minimum 3-5 years experience in sales or marketing. 

• University degree or diploma in management or marketing. 

• Rueney in Arabic and English. 

• Technical background is an asset 

C) Technical Supervisor 

• Minimum 5 years experience in technical related discipline. 

• Technical or engineering diploma. 

• Rueney in Arabic and English. 

H you find yourself qualified for any of the above positions please forward your CV to: 

1 GENERAL MANAGER 

P.O.Box 926330 

Amman 11110, Jordan y 


Ban may force Bowe to fight abroad 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Riddick Bowe may have to fight 
outside the United States for the next year if his manager 
Rock Newman is suspended for a year by the New York 
State Athletic Commission. 

The commission, due to make its findings known later on 
Tuesday, was reported to have refrained from banning 
Newman for life after the riot which ended his clash with 
Andrew Golota last month. 

But any Bowe fight promoted by Newman would proba- 
bly have to be held outside the United States because the 
suspension should be enforced by other state boxing 
authorities. 

Bowe hopes eventually to fight Mike Tyson, the World 
Boxing Council champion who tries to reclaim his world 
boxing association title from Bruce Seldon on September 
7. 


Bowe was also expected to be fined S250.000 under an 
agreement worked our between lawyers for newman and 
Bowe and the commission. 

The commission will take the fine from the million dol- 
lars in purse money that was withheld after the Julv 1 1 
fight. 

Newman led a charge across the ring which led to a riot 
as referee Wayne Kelley was disqualifying Golota for 
repeated low blows. 

Newman and his firm. Spencer Promotions, would be 
banned until July 31, 1997, from promoting any boxing 
event in New York — as well as being barred from enter- 
ing any building in the state in which a boxing event is 
being held. 

Seventeen arrests were made after the riot in which eight 
police officers were injured. 


Russian champion defends WBC title 


TOKYO (AP) — Undefeat- 
ed Russian champion Yuri 
Arbachakov slopped Japan- 
ese challenger Takato 
Toguchi in the ninth round 
Monday night, knocking the 
defender down twice as he 
defended his World Boxing 
Council flyweight title. 

Japanese referee Nobuaki 
Uratani stopped the fight 
one minute, 29 seconds into 
the ninth when Arbachakov 
swarmed over the helpless 
Toguchi before more than 
7,000 spectators at the Ryo- 
goku Kokugikan Sumo 
Arena in downtown Tokyo. 

It was the 29-year-old 
Arbachakov's ninth defense 
of the title be won from 
Muangchoi Kittikasem of 
Thailand on June 23, 1992, 
in Tokyo with an eight- 
round knockout. 

Arbachakov, who fights 
out of a Japanese gym, 
attacked the 26-year-old 
Toguchi with sharp and 
speedy blows from the first 
round, but the Japanese 
challenger escaped many 
blows with his distinctive 
footwork and weaving style. 

In the seventh round, 
Arbachakov knocked down 
Toguchi with a left to the 
chin. Toguchi stood up, but 
Arbachakov continued his 
attack and agajn floored him 
..with. a rapid. series ,of blows., ... 
. Tbgucfai, WBGuflywcightJ . 
No. eight-ranked' contender, ' 
stood up again and respond- 
ed with a series of blows 
before the seventh round 
ended. 



Champion Yuri Arbachakov (right) of Russia lands a right to the face of Japanese 
challenger Takato Toguchi in the eighth round of their World Boxing Council (WBC) 
flyweight title bout in Tokyo. The Russian champion Arbachakov retained his title by- 
stopping Japan's Toguchi in the ninth round (Reuters photo) 


Arbachakov did not fight 
hard in the eighth round, 
apparently taking a rest 
In the ninth, he came out 
with several series of short 
punches with Toguchi 
against the ropes before the 
referee stopped the fight. 

Up to the eighth round, 
judge Ken Morita of Japan 
scored it 79-74-, . Kazumasa 
Kuwait ‘of Ja$w had it 79- 
71 and American Judge Her- 
bert Minn had it 79-73, all 
for Arbachakov. 

Arbachakov told reporters 
after the fight, “I prepared 


well.” 

“I will continue to defend 
my title,” he said. 

Arbachakov will reported- 
ly check into a Tokyo hospi- 
tal Tuesday for further tests 
on a possible fracture in his 
right hand. 

Kyodo news agency quot- 
ed an Arbachakov handler 
from- the Tbkyo- based Kyoei 
gym as saying a Japanese 
boxing commission physi- 
cian looked at the swollen 
hand after the fight and said 
he might have fractured a 
bone during the fight. 


Arbachakov, winner of the 
1989 world cup amateur 
boxing championship * in 
Moscow, is from Tatshtagol 
in Russia. He signed a pro- 
fessional contract in Jdpan 
in 1989. : 

The victory brought 
Arbachakov’s record to 33-0 
with 16 .knockottfeaJf^was 
TogucijPS' thir^^Poqreat 
against 18 vicioriespdnflud- 
ing 15 knockouts. 'Z 

Arbachakov and Togpchi 
both weighed 50.8 kilo- 
grammes (112 pounds).* the 
limit of the flyweight class. 
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Ekeus meets Iraqi officials 
as Baghdad press assails him 



BAGHDAD (Agencies) — - U.N. envoy 
Rolf Ekeus held fresh talks on Tuesday with 
senior Iraqi officials during a mission to 
demand unrestricted access to sites sus- 
pected of hiding weapons material and 
documents. 

The state-run A1 Jumhouriyah newspaper 
said Mr. Ekeus was “provoking" trouble 
with his demands and that the Iraqis wanted 
to know soon when the U.N. inspections 
would end. 

A high-level Iraqi source added that the 
Iraqis had reproached Mr. Ekeus during his 
talks Monday and Tuesday with Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, Foreign 
Minister Mohammad A1 Sahhaf and Oil 
Minister Ameer Rashid. 

They complained both about his insu- 
rance on unrestricted access as well as his 
suspicions that Iraq was biding ballistic 
missiles, said the source who asked not to 
be named. 

Mr. Ekeus arrived here Monday with a 
UJM. Security Council declaration 
demanding Iraq provide unrestricted access 
to its sites and warning that only full coop- 
eration could lead to the lifting of a six- 
year oil and trade embargo. 

The Iraqi source objected to Mr. Ekeus’s 
suspicions that Iraq was hiding up to 16 
missiles as well as weapons documents. 
“We told him that his suspicions are unjus- 
tified,” he said. 

“What would we do with a few missiles 
compared to the thousands the United 
Slates and Israel have? We have already 
destroyed arms and equipment which cost 


billions of dollars,” the Iraqi source said. 

He said many documents were destroyed 
during allied bombing in the 199 1 Gulf war 
and that die Iraqis had not kept all docu- 
ments over the" last 20 yearn. 

A1 Jumhouriyah said meanwhile Mr. 
Ekeus, chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission (USNCOM), “has got 
involved in an American political plot hos- 
tile to Iraq which seeks to delay a lifting of 
the embargo” imposed six years ago. 

“We hope that Me Ekeus 1 visit will be 
fruitful, that it will lead to a settlement of 
the problems so that UNSCOM can speed 
up the announcement of the end of its mis- 
sion," the daily said 

“UNSCOM’s insistence on searching sen- , 
sitive sites linked to Iraq’s sovereignty and 
national security on the pretext it is seeking 
important documents and missiles amounts 
to provocation,” the newspaper said. 

“Ekeus 7 involvement in the (American) 
game is all the clearer because he has 
obtained a declaration from the UN. 
Security Council before coming to 
Baghdad,” it said. 

Mr. Ekeus said in July that Iraq still pos- 
sessed between six and 16 long-range mis- 
siles which could be loaded with chemical 
or biological weapons. 

Without confirming or denying the mis- 
siles existed, Jumhouriyah said: “This 
number has no military importance, as Iraq 
has applied what’s necessary in (UN. 
Security Council) Resolution 687” on dis- 
annamenL 


Yemen rules out use of 
force against Eritrea 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
In an apparent climb 
down from remarks he 
made a day earlier, 
Yemen’s president said 
Tuesday that his country 
would not go to war if 
Eritrea refused to with- 
draw troops from a disput- 
ed Red Sea island. 

“A peaceful solution is. 
the only one available to 
us. We will not resort to a 
military solution,” the 
official Yemeni news 


AlxmHah Saleh as saying 
in an interview. 

On Monday, Mr. Saleh 
said that “if the Eritreans 
do not withdraw troops 
from the (Lesser Hanish) 
island, then Yemen will 
retaliate decisively with 
force to get them out” 

Yemen and Eritrea have 
a long-standing dispute 
over three islands that sit 
between them in the Red 
Sea. 

The dispute flared last 
December when Eritrea 
captured the largest of the 
three islands, Greater 
Hanish, in a brief battle. 

Eritrea took a second 
island. Lesser Hanish, on 
Aug. 10. Zuqar. the third 
island, remains under 
Yemeni control. 

The two countries 
signed a French-brokered 
agreement in May to settle 
the dispute through inter- 


national arbitration. 

The three islands sit 
astride one of the world's 
major shipping lanes, 160 
kilometres north of the 
Bab A1 Mandeb strait at 
the southern entrance to 
the Red Sea. 

Shipping security in the 
area is of vital importance 
to oil-rich Saudi Arabia, 
which has an oil export 
terminal. 

In Yanbu further north, 
and to Egypt, whose rev- 
enues from the Suez 
Canal linking the Red Sea 
to the Mediterranean are 
crucial to its economy. 

Abdul Meguid 
plans visit 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid will travel to 
Yemen on Saturday for 
talks with President Saleh 
on the dispute with 
Eritrea. 

Mr. Meguid will start the 
visit on Saturday and is 
expected to hold talks 
with Mr. Saleh for sever- 
al days on the dispute, an 
Arab League spokesman 
said. 

He will brief Mr. Saleh 
on the support and efforts 
deployed oy the Arab 
League to “restore 
Yemen’s sovereignty over 
the Hanish archipelago,” 
die spok-esman stud. 


Japanese official team 
visits Orient House in 
defiance of Israeli stand 


OCCUPIED JERUSAL- 
EM (AFP) — An official 
Japanese delegation led 
by_ a foreign ministry 
official defied Israeli dis- 
approval and went to the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) 
semi-official headquar- 
ters at the Orient House 
in East Jerusalem on 
Monday, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

The Japanese delega- 
tion led by Seii Chiro 
Noboro briefed 

Palestinian officials on 
talks earlier between 
Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yukihiko Ikeda 
and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, a Palestinian 
statement said. 

The Japanese told the 
Palestinian delegation 
led by the president of 
the A1 Quds University, 
Sari Nusseibeh, that they 
had conveyed to Mr. 


jyed to Mr. 
the frustration 


Telt bv the Palestinians 
over tne lack of progress 
in the peace process. 

On the status of 
Jerusalem, Mr. Noboro 
said that as far as Japan 
was concerned, “the east- 


ern part of the Holy City 
was part of the 
Palestinian territories 
occupied” by Israel in 
196/, the statement said. 

Mr. Noboro said “only 
by applying the principle 
of land for peace” 
endorsed by the Madrid 
conference of 1991, 
could a comprehensive 
Middle East peace be 
achieved. 

Mr. Ikeda wound up 
Monday in Israel a tour 
which has also taken him 
to Egypt, Syria, Jordan 
and Gaza. 

In talks with Palestinian 
President Yasser ArafaL 
Mr. Ikeda promised an 
extra $11.6 million in 
economic aid for the 
Palestinians in the 
autonomous Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank. 

Israel is opposed to vis- 
its by foreign delegations 
to the Orient House and 
will not allow the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) to 
operate in East Jerusalem 
which it regards as an 
integral part of Israel’s 
“united and eternal capi- 
tal.” 


Husseini holds 
talks with 
Syrians and 
Palestinian 
opposition 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Faisal Husseini, the top 
Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem, has held talks on 
growing tension over the 
future of the Holy City with 
Syrian officials and hardline 
Palestinian opposition chiefs 
during a visit to Damascus. 

“We discussed the issue of 
Jerusalem, the dangers 
threatening the Holy City 
and ways to oppose Israeli 
measures aimed at increas- 
ing die Jewish stranglehold 
on it,” Mr. Husseini said after 
a meeting late Monday with 
the head of the radical 
Popular Front for the 
liberation of Palestine- 
General Command, Ahmad 
JibriL Me Jibril, for his part, 
said the talks concentrated on 
Arab claims to Jerusalem. 

Me Husseini also met 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa on 
Monday to discuss “mea- 
sures adopted by Israel in 
East Jerusalem in violation 
of international norms,” 
Syrian officials said. 

Me Husseini plans to meet 
leaden of the Syrian-based 
Popular and Democratic 
Runts for the liberation of 
Palestine, which Kke the 
PFLP-GC are fiercely 
opposed to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat’s 
autonomy accords with 
Israel 

Mr. Husseini is also to 
meet Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad during his visit of 
several days to Damascus, 
which began Sunday. 

His visit hens marks anoth- 
er step in 3 recent rapproche- 
ment between Me Assad 
and Me Arafat 
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KING VISITS AIY: His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday accepts a sword as a gift during a visit he paid 
to Aiy town in Karak Govemorate (see page one) (Petra photo) 

Israeli police destroy bedouin 
camp, say it was on firing range 


HATHALJN BEDOUIN 
ENCAMPMENT, Occupied 
West Bank ( AP) — Hamdeh 
Hathalin sat on the ground 
Monday among tom mat- 
tresses, scattered boxes and 
bent tent poles. 

Dozens of Israeli border 
police raided the encamp- 
ment Monday morning, 
destroying eight tents and 
three shacks, the bedouin 
said. 

Israeli authorities said the 
bedouin were camped on an 
army firing range — 
although the she is only 
about a kilometre from the 
Jewish settlement of Kedar 
— and had to be moved for 
their own safety. 

“There’s no objection to 
the fact that they are in the 


area, but they cannot be in a 
firing zone,” said Peter 
Lemer, spokesman for 
Israel's military “govern- 
ment” in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Ms. Hathalin. 
however, saw it differently. 

“God shall punish them.” 
the 65-year-old grandmoth- 
er said, pulling a bent peg 
from the ground. “I was 
preparing tea for my grand- 
children. They came at us, 
yelling.” 

One police officer drove 
his cars into a shack, 
destroying it. she said. 
Others cut the tent ropes. 

“I was yelling at them. 
‘Fear God. keep the tent for 
the chilffien 7 ” she said. 

Ms. Hathalin said after the 
police left she was missing 


$1,700. 

Another resident of the 
camp, Maryam Daood, said 
she was missing $2,000, 
and two other women 
accused the border police of 
stealing gold jewehv. 

The border police referred 
calls to the army, who 
referred calls to spokesman 
Lemer. 

The Hathalin bedouin live 
about 12 kilometres along a 
twisting dirt road from the 
Jahalin tribe, which is being 
evicted to make way for the 
expansion of the Maale 
Adumim settlement. 

Bulldozers and cranes 
have been tearing into the 
land surrounding the Jabalin 
encampment for months, 
and the Israeli supreme 


court has ruled that the 50 
Jahalin families have to 
leave by Wednesday. The 
tribe has filed a final appeal 
against their eviction and 
relocation to a rocky site 
near a Jerusalem garbage 
dump. 

The bedouin, once a semi- 
nomadic people who settled 
in different areas in Israel 
after the creation of the state 
in 1948, have been involved 
in a series of land disputes 
with Israeli authorities- 

Last month, bedouin in 
Israel’s southern desen 
clashed with police in an 
effort to block construction 
of a Jewish neighbourhood 
on land claimed by tbe tribe. 

Tens of thousands of 
bedouin live in Israeli-con- 


Critic of Syria wins, pro-Syrians crushed in north Lebanon 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — A 
Christian critic of Syria’s 
presence in Lebanon won 
an unexpected victory in 
legislative elections here 
while pro-Syrian and 
Islamic candidates were 
soundly defeated, accord- 
ing to unofficial results 
released Tuesday. 

Christian leader Boutros 
Harb ranked fourth in 
Sunday’s elections in north 
Lebanon, a region which 
has traditionally been under 
Syrian influence, to secure a 
parliamentary seat 

Two. other Christian oppo- 
sition candidates, Maurice 
Fadel and Nicolas Ghosn, 
were also among the 28 
elected in tbe polls. 

Mr. Harb, a strong critic of 
Syria’s influence in 
Lebanon, joined a Christian 
boycott of the last elections 
in 1992 in protest at the 
presence of 35,000 Syrian 
troops on Lebanese soil. 

He said Tuesday’s results 
revealed that when people 
“heard that authorities were 
calling for free and fair elec- 
tions and at the same time 
imposed regional and local 
vetoes on specific candi- 


dates, they (backed) the lat- 
ter.” 

Polling in north Lebanon, 
the second round of region- 
by-region elections, took 
place amid opposition accu- 
sations of irregularities and 
pressure from Syria. 

The large number of can- 
didates, 132, and tbe fact 
that 45 per cent of the 
581,000 voters turned out 
delayed final official results 
until late Tuesday, officials 
said. 

The results showed a 
sharp drop in support tor 
former Rime Minister 
Omar Karami, a pro-Syrian 
Sunni Muslim. 

He secured a seal but was 
beaten by 13,000 votes by 
his rival and cousin Ahmad 
Karami in Lebanon’s sec- 
ond city of Tripoli, a tradi- 
tional stronghold of Omar 
Karami ’s family. 

Analysts said his poor 
showing was due to his 
opposition to Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, who 
succeeded him in office 
after 1992 street protests. 

Several figures on his list 
lost out, apart from 
Suleiman Franjieh, a 


Christian ally of Syria and 
billionaire businessman 
Issam Fares. 

A candidate for the 
Alawites, Ahmad Hbous, 
came first among the 28 
successful candidates with 
1 20,41 3 votes. Observers 
said the unpopularity of his 
rival, Ali Eid, a former head 
of a pro-Syrian milita, con- 
tributed to his victory. 

Among the losers were 
pro-Syrian parties, includ- 
ing two candidates for the 
Syrian National Socialist 
Party, one for the Lebanese 
branch of the Baath Party 
ruling in Syria and three for 
the Sunni Muslim funda- 
mentalist Jamaa Islamiyah. 

Tbe leader of the 
Christian Falange Patty, 
Kataeb, was also defeated 
at the polls which one ana- 
lyst said allowed voters to 
“get back at the militias 
which oppressed them dur- 
ing tbe civil war.” 

A first round of voting to 
Lebanon's 128-seat parlia- 
ment took place Aug. IS in 
Mount Lebanon, a Christian 
stronghold. It came just 
days after a new election 
law was passed, carving 


Mount Lebanon into six 
voting districts and diluting 
its anti-Syrian vote. 

Elections will also be held 
SepL I in Beirut. SepL 8 
in southern Lebanon and 
Sept 15 in tbe Bekaa 
Valley. 

Mr. Hariri meanwhile 
geared up for next round of 
voting with a pledge to 
“build this country and 
remove Israel from the 
south.” 

Mr. Hariri, who is running 
on a record of rebuilding 
Lebanon and stemming 
Muslim fundamentalism, 
announced 16 ticket-mates 
for Sunday's voting to fill 
19 seats reserved in the leg- 
islature for BeiruL 

“We do not promise you 
the Garden of Eden,” he 
told thousands of supporters 
at the capital’s municipal 
stadium. “We promise we 
will build this country and 
remove Israel from the 
south.”. 

“Together, we will restore 
Lebanon's glory and digni- 
ty,” he added. “On Sept. I, 
you will be voting for 
Beirut’s future — your’s 
and your children’s.” 


Bomb plotters planned ‘mission of retaliation’ — U.S. attorney 


NEW YORK (AP) — Three men 
accused of plotting to blow up U.S. 
airliners over Asia planned their ter- 
ror campaign as a “perverse mission 
of retaliation.” a prosecutor said 
Monday in closing arguments. 

Assistant U.S. attorney Dietrich 
Snell said Ramzi Yousef and the two 
other defendants hoped to punish 
the United States for its support of 
Israel by creating “terror, misery 
and chaos.” 

“They had tbe materials, they had 
the know-how and the determina- 
tion,” Mr. Snell said. 

Yousef, the alleged ringleader, 
faces a separate trial later this year 
as the alleged mastermind of the 
1993 World Trade Centre bombing. 

Four men have already been con- 
victed and sentenced to life in 
prison in that bombing, which killed 
six people and injured more than 

l.ooix 

Prosecutors say the defendants in 
the current trial - Yousef, Wali Khan 
Amin Shah and Abdul Hakim 
Murad — planned a two-day terror 
spree in which they would hoard 
airliners headed for U.S. cities, 
plant bombs and then board other 


planes where more explosives 
would be concealed. 

Mr. Snell said that a computer 
seized at an apartment Yousef had 
rented in Manila, where the plot was 
hatched, contained “devastating evi- 
dence” of the scheme. 

He said Yousef enlisted his con- 
spirators in the fall of 1994 and 
taught them to construct bombs. 

Murad and Shah “studied with the 
same explosives instructor, and that 
was Ramzi Yousef.” Mr. Snell said, 
citing the similarity of notes and 
drawings for bomb components that 
belonged to each defendant. 

He said Yousef used the laptop 
computer found at the Manila apart- 
ment to map out which planes 
would be attacked and even how the 
bombers would make their escapes. 

“Remember what would have 
happened to the hundreds, to the 
thousands of people on those 
flights,” Mr. Snell urged the jury. 

Using flight records, passport 
stamps and telephone records, Mr. 
Snell reconstructed what he said 
were the trio’s movements in the 
final months of 1994 and early 
1995. 


They used aliases and set up a 
bogus company to purchase chemi- 
cals, switching identifies to hide 
their tracks, be said. 

Yousef s Manila apartment 
become a makeshift bomb factory 
where chemicals were stored in 
grape juice bottles. 

To test their handiwork, Mr. Snell 
said Yousef and Shah first planted a 
bomb in a Manila movie theatrer on 
Dec.l, 1994. The bomb caused 
minor injuries. In a second test run 
10 days later. Yousef planted a 
bomb on a Philippines Airline flight 
that killed a passenger and heavily 
damaged the plane’s navigational 
equipment, he said. But Yousef bun- 
gled the mixing of chemicals on 
Jan. 6, 1995, filling his apartment 
with acrid smoke and attracting 
police who found incriminating evi- 
dence, including chemicals, wires, 
digital watches and the computer. 

Mr. Snell said a “frantic” Yousef 
paid $848 cash in the early hours of 
Jan. 7 for a ticket to Hong Kong and 
Singapore. 

“An expensive ticket, because this 
terrorist flies first class, and he’s got 
to get out of town,” the prosecutor 


said. 

Murad was arrested at the Manila 
apartment. Yousef travelled to 
Pakistan, where he was picked up 
by U.S. authorities on Feb. 7, 1995. 

Shah was arrested in the 
Philippines but escaped on Jan. 15, 
1995. He was re-arrested Dec. 11, 
1995 and brought to the United 
States. 

Mr. Snell concluded his four- 
hour-plus summation by praising 
the jury for its appreciation of “ust 
how much is at stake here ” 

Closing arguments for the defence 
are to begin on Tuesday, and the 
case should go to the jury later this 
week. - 

Yousef is expected to deliver his 
own summation. Acting as his own 
attorney, he had argued that the case 
was based on fabricated evidence 
planted by authorities. 

None of the defendants took the 
stand during the trial. If convicted 
on conspiracy charges, they could 
each be sentenced to life in prison. 


Womatfb'ites 

off boy’s tongue for 

gossiping 

CAIRO (R) — A 17-year-old 
Egyptian got more than be 
bargained fiar when a woman 
he had spread rumours about 
bit off his tongue, security 
sources sakL They said the 
w oman, Botoaina Ahmad, 39, 
persuaded Alaa Hassan to 
help her in the fields in their 
village near Zefta town in the 
central Nile Delta. She began 
kissing him but then bit off his 
tongue. Ms. Ahmad told 
police Hassan had spread 
rumours about her alleged 
immoral behaviour. Police 
charged her with assault 

Motorist’s arrest 
brings free flight 
home 

WELLINGTON — A New 
Zealand motorist got an unex- 
pected free flight to Tonga 
after being caught drinking 
and driving. The man drew 
attention to himself in the 
North IslaDd town of 
Tauranga while trying to back 
his car out of a pothole 
Saturday night He spun the 
wheels so much that toe tyres 
caught alight and smoke 
began pouring from under the 
bonnet, the New Zealand 
Press Association reported. 
Police arrested toe man and 
charged him with drunk-dri- 
ving, then discovered be was 
wanted by toe immigration 
service as an overstayer. He 
was due to catch a flight to 
Nukualofa in Tonga. 

Yul Brynneris 
Magnificent 7 guns 
to be auctioned 

PARIS (R) — The six-shoot- 
ers and black 10-gaQoa hat 
used by the late Yul Biynner 
in tbe film The Magnificent 
Seven will go under the ham- 
mer in Pais next month. 
Other Brynner memorabilia 
to be auctioned include 30 
pipes and two cigarette cases 
that belonged to the U.S. film 
star who died of lung cancer 
in 19S5. French auctioneers 
Tajan said. Also bang sold 
are the s0k costumes Brynner 
wore in The King And I, for 
which he won an Oscar in 
1957, and the throwing knives 
used by James Cobum when 
he joined Brynner in defend- 
ing Mexican villagers against 
bandits ’ih Hie Magnificent 
Seven. 

Karpov beats 
virtual world 
in 32 moves 

HELSINKI (R) — Russian 
chess veteran Anatoly Karpov 
took just 32 moves and four 
hours, 25 minutes to force tbe 
resignation of tbe outside 
world in toe first live chess 
contest on the 
internetJCarpov, Internatio- 
nal Chess Federation (FIDE) 
world champion, sat at a real 
chess board in a Helsinki 
hotel and his moves were 
transferred to a virtual board 
on surfers’ screens. 
Contestants then had seven 
minutes to vote for the 
response they preferred and a 
computer calculated the most 
popular one. A Finn then car- 
ried out the world's chosen 
move on Karpov’s board. 

Simpson lawyer 
seeks ban on broad 
range of 

evidence 

SANE* MONICA, 

Laurotma (R) OJ. 

Simpson’s attorneys filed a 
battery of motions 3skm* the 
judge in his civil wrongful 
deaths lawsuit to bar evidence 
ranging from spousal abuse to 
former football hero’s 
financial worth. Simpson, 
round innocent by last 
October of toe minders of his 
former wife, Nicole Brown 
“d ber friend 
F? ]dmsm in June- 
1994 is being sued for data-. 

s by the families of the 
victims, who allege he was 
responsible for *eir rfrariW . 
Among toe two-foot stack of 
EPJ* was ooe by *6 
ferady of Nicole Brown to bar - 
any mention of stories they; 
sold about the criminal proL 
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